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Begun and holden at Weftminfier, on the 25th of Fanuary, 1785. 


S foon as Lord North had con- 

cluded, the Speaker interrupted 
the debate, by informing the Houfe, 
that as this was the laft day for re- 
ceiving petitions complaining of un- 
due eleétions, and as the hour which 
was generally deemed the conclufion 
of the day (twelve) was faft approach- 
ing, a petition, which he underftood 
an honourable member near had then 
in his hand, could not be prefented, 
unlefs the Houfe would confent that 
the debate fhould be adjourned fora 
few minutes, The Houfe confenting, 
the debate was adjourned for a quarter 
of an hour: in the mean time a peti- 
tion was laid upon the table, and read 
by the clerk, complaining of an undue 
eleGtion for the town of Liverpool: 
the petitioner was Colonel ‘Tarleton. 
The ath of June was fixed for taking 
it into confideration. After this the 
queftion that the debate be refumed, 
having been put and carried, Mr. She- 
ridan rofe. He faid it was not his 
intention to enter into legal difpute 
on the prefent queftion; and .confe- 
quently he did not mean to reply to 
the arguments that had been ufed by 
three law authorities, from the high- 
eft to the loweft degree; from an ac- 
tual judge down to a young practifing 
barrifter: he faid he would, ‘however, 
take netice of one thing that fell from 
a learned gentleman, who had modettly 
called himfelf a chicken in the law (Mr. 
Taylor). That learned gentleman had 


promifed to vote this night for the 
original queftion; for this promife the 
Lonp, Maa, June 1785, 


learned gentleman had his thanks; but 
his gratitude was allayed by a decla- 
ration made by the learned member, 
that as this was the firft time he fhould 
vote againft adminiftration, fo it would 
be the laft time he fhould divide with 
oppofition. The learned gentleman, 
it would feem, had fo clear an infight 
into futurity, that he was able to pro- 
nounce with certainty, that though 
the minifter was as wrong in the pre- 
fent proceeding as he could fuppofe ; 
fo wrong indeed, that ndtwithftanding 
his predilection for him, he felt it his 
duty to oppofe him ca the prefent oc- 
cafion, yet in every future meafure of 
his adminiftration, he muft neceffarily 
be in the right. Nothing fhort of 
fuch an infight could juftify the de- 
claration he had made. He withed 
the learned member had thewed him- 
felf only a chicken this night; but he 
had gone a great deal farther, and en- 
deavoured to make himfelf appear en- 
dued with wifdom, whilft thofe who 
were in oppofition to government were 
defcribed, in effect, as chickens. 

Tu Gallina filius alba, 

Nos viles pulli nati infelicibus annis ; 
the learned member, inftead of bein 
a chicken, was a bird of augury, that 
foretold, what it was to be hoped, 
would never come to pafs. Another 
learned gentleman (Mr. Bearcroft) had 


paid a juit tribute to the f{plendid abi- 


lities of his right honourable friend 
(Mr. Fox) and in all that he had faid 
on that head, he was fure the Houfe 
went unanimoufly with him: when he 
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raifed him for his candour and man- 
Tinefs, the whole Houfe felt the truth 
and juftice of the panegyric; but the 
Jearned gentleman had made a draw- 
back upon it, that feemed totally to 
undo all that he had faid before in 
compliment to his right honourable 
friend on the poffeffion of the two qua- 
lities of candour and manlinefs; and 
he was convinced that the Houfe 
would not agree with the learned gen- 
tleman, in thinking that when his 
right honourable friend feemed to be 
moft open, moft candid, and moft 
manly, he was moft to be fufpeéted of 
concealing, under this exterior, fome 
mifchief to the ftate. His right ho- 
nourable friend had, as it had been re- 
marked, often appealed to the people, 
and warned them of their danger; if, 
as the learned gentleman would infi- 
nuate, he had often cried out to them 
when there was no danger, that he 
had told them the wolf was among the 
fheep, when the wolf was not there, 
{till it could not be faid that he had 
ever deceived the people, by faying 
that the wolf was xo¢ in the fheepfold, 
when he was a@tually devouring them: 
it was not from the wolf that danger 
was to be apprehended for the coniti- 
tution; that animal’s attacks were ge- 
nerally open, and confequently lefs 
dangerous; it was from the wolf in 
fheep’s cloathing that every thing was 
to be apprehended; the prowling wolf 
might be refifted; but the envenomed 
tooth of the ferpent lurking in the 
grafs, would give a fling, when none 
was expected ; and the venom would 
prey upon the vitals of the conftitu- 
tion. Anoble lord (Mulgrave) had 
not forgot to reproach his right ho- 
nourable friend with having been an 
enemy to Mr. Grenville’s bill, and 
having oppofed it whilft it was pafiing 
through the Houfe of Commons :—he 
had alfo reproached the noble lord in 
the blue ribband on the fame head; 
but yet, in {peaking of the latter, he 
had ufed an exprefiion that feemed not 
intended fo much for a reproach to 
the noble lord, as a kind of vindica- 
tion of himfelf (Lord Mulgrave) from 
a reflection thrown out a few days ago 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 
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and indeed feidom omitted by the right 
honourable gentleman, whenever an 
occafion offered: the noble mover of 
the amendment had faid, after pane- 
gyrizing himfelf for the purity of his 
condu@ in office, that ie was not like 
the noble lord in the blue ribbon, who 
might have had recourfe tq finifter or 
ccrrupt means, to influence parliament, 
and fupport his adminiftration. Mr, 
Sheridan faid, that when he heard this 
charge brought by the right honour. 
able gentleman, he was filled with afto- 
nifhment, when he confidered that he 
was fitting in the midit of thofe who 
had given the warmeft and moft zea- 
lous fupport to the noble lord whilft 
he was in office; and who could not 
but have felt that they muft come in 
for their fhare of the difgyace which 
fuch a refleétion was calculated to 
throw upon the adminiftration of the 
noble lord in the blue ribband; for, if 
the noble lord was ever under the ne- 
ceflity of ufing corrupt means, he mutt 
have had perfons on whom he could 
exercife the principle of corruption, 
and who of courfe muft have been 
more infamous than himfelf. He was 
therefore altonithed when he _ heard 
this charge brought a few days ago by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, that 
none of thofe who fat near had rifen 
up to refcue his own reputation from 
being implicated in fo degrading an 
accufation. ‘The noble mover of the 
amendment had, however, thought pro- 
per to rife this night to exculpate thé 
noble lord in the blue ribband, and 
confequently himfelf, when he faid, 
that in oppofing Mr. Grenville’s bill 
the noble lord had ufed all his influ- 
ence as a man and a miziffer to have it 
rejected; by this influence he meant 
what naturally and perfonally belonged 
to the noble lord, from his great abi- 
lities, and high chara¢ter asa ftatef- 
man. He (Mr. Sheridan) expected 
therefore, that in future, the minifter 
would be a little more cautious how he 
charged the noble lord with having 
had recourfe to corrupt means when 
in power, to fupport his adminiftra- 
tion, left he fhould give offence to 
thofe, who, though now the political 
enemies of the noble lord in the blue 


ribband, 
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ribband, were, when he was in office, 
his moft forward advocates and fup- 

rters: to thofe perfons he would 
vere the talk of defending his lord- 
fhip whenever he fhould be attacked 
on the fcore of corruption; and to 
the prefent minifter he would leave 


unenvied, the pleafure and the honour | 


of having for his confidential friends 
thofe who were moit in the fecrets, 
moft in the confidence of, and moft in 
the habits of friendfhip with one, 
whom the prefent minifter would re- 
prefent as a perfon who governed by 
corruption; and found as many cor- 
rupt friends, as he could have witfhed 
for, to ftand forth the champions of 
his adminiftration: if there could be 
wanting any thing to point out to the 
young minifter how well thofe perfons 
were deferving of his friendfhip, coun- 
tenance, and confidence, it would un- 
queftionably be found in the facility 
with which they diffolved the ties of 
amity with the noble lord, and aban- 
doned their benefactor. Thefe new 
connections would fhew how fincere 
the minifter was in the profeffions he 
made of his regard to the opinion of 
the people: he had appealed to them, 
as he faid, by a diffolution of parlia- 
ment; but did he regard their opinion 
now ? If he did, there was not a doubt 
but he would immediately order the 
high-bailiff to make his return; for he 
believed he could not find out of that 
Houfe a fingle man of fenfe or difcre- 
tion, who was not fick of the ferutiny, 
and who would not wifh that the mi- 
nifter had never embarked in it, or 
that he were fairly out of it. For his 
part, he never was able to find a good 
caufe for compelling his right honour- 
able friend to refort toa fcrutiny; but 
he was ftill more at a lofs to find a co- 
lourable pretext under which it might 
be continued. When it was firft or- 
dered, it was under the idea that vaft 
numbers had polled for Mr. Fox, who 
were not in exiftence; and that the 
high-bailiff not having been able, or 
had time to fatisfy his confcience, 
ought not to be forced to make a re- 
turn, until he fhould have had time to 
fatisfy his doubts, and remove his 
{cruples, ‘Thefe two reafons had bat 


little weight with him, when they 
were urged in the Houfe laft year, as 
the grounds for ordering the high- 
bailiff to proceed in the fcrutiny ; bat 
little as that weight was then, it was 
infinitely lefs now; for the fcrutiny, 
as far as it had gone as yet, gave the 
moft flat contradiétion to all the de- 
clamations about men /z xubidus, men 
long fince dead, Spital-fields weavers, 
and the like, who were faid to have 
polled for Mr. Fox; and as to the cow- 


feience ot the returning officer, he did 


not apprehend that the Houfe thought 
it now of that delicate texture that 
they believed, or affefted to believe it 
to be made of, in the beginning of 
the laft feffion of parliament. Of all 
the duties which could not be per- 
formed by proxy, or by deputy, thofe 
of confcience were, in his opinion, the 
moft remarkable. The hi h-bailiff 
had alledged laft year, that his fcru- 
ples or confcientious difficulties, were 
fo great and fo nice, that he could 
not be able to make his return, until 
he fhould have thoroughly fcrutinized 
the votes upon the poll; and yet no 
fooner had the Houfe ordered him to 
go on with the fcrutiny, than he ab- 
folutely afligned over his confcience to 
his affeffor, and feemed by this expe- 
dient to have fairly got rid of his feru- 
ples. —A man really ‘under the domi- 
nion of fcruples, could not in con- 
fcience a& againft them; he mnuft re- 
move them. But the high-bailiff had 
found out the happy talent of recon- 
ciling the moft oppofite things; for 
firft he had f{cruples, and he could not 
in confcience make his return until 
they fhould have firft been removed; 
and yet he pronounces judgement, not 
only whilft his fcruples exift, but 
whilft his own mind tells him that the 
opinion of his affeffor is ill founded. 
Nothing could be more oppofite than 
that a man from {cruples fhould refufe 
to admit as good, a vote already on 
his poll, and yet in compliment to the 
opinion of another, pronounce the 
vote to be good, though the fcruples 
are not removed, but are confirmed. 
Succeflive keepers of this delicate con- 
{cience are appointed, and though 
their advice is followed by the re- 
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turning officer, the nice famples of his 
tender conf{cience remain in full force 
againft the very votes that he allowed ; 


it might be prefumed, that finding 
himfelt at a lofs for affeffors and able 
lawyers, he would at laft put his con- 
Jfcience into commiffion, and commit the 
care of it to three attornies. This 
hugbear confcience, of which the 
Houfe had heard fo much before the 
f{crutiny began, was now abandoned 
even by the high-bailiff himfelf; for 
it had been given in evidence by him- 
felf at the . 0 that in carrying on 
the fcrutiny at prefent, he conceived 
himfelf to be acting in obedience to 
the Houfe; and that if he fhould re- 
ceive the order of the Houfe to make 
his return then, he was ready to do 
it. Where then was confcience? 
"Though it told him laft May, that he 
could not make his return, yet it had 
been filenced fince; and an order of 
the Houfe would fhew that confcience 
fhould oppofe no obftacle to his making 
areturn. Now, for his own part, he 
much queftioned the power of the 
Houfe over his confcience; for if the 
Houfe had no difcretionary power at 
firft to force the man.to return the re- 
prefentatives of Weftminfter, whilft 
the bailiff’s confcience fhould remain 
unfatisfied, he did not fee how the 
Houfe could compel him to do it thefe 
three years to come, if he fhould be 
pleafed for fo long a time to fay that 
he laboured under fcrupies, which it 
would require ftill more time to filence 
or remove. 

Unable as we are for want of room 
to follow the honourable member 
through all his ingenious arguments, 
urged in one of the beft fpeeches we 
have heard for along time in parlia- 
ment, we fhall conclude with a few 
obfervations made by him to Mr. Pitt. 
"The minifter, he faid, had declared 
himfelf a friend to parliamentary re- 
form, and he for one believed him to 
be fincere in his profeffions on that 
head; but he fhould take care how he 
gave the public grounds for fufpecting 
him of infincerity, and furely the pro- 
fecution of the fcrutiny would afford 
the mot reafonable grounds for fufpi- 
cion on thathead. for my part, faid 
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Mr. Sheridan, I fpeak not now as a 
party man; if I had no other views 
than thofe of faving my right honour. 
able friend, by deitroying the popu. 
larity of the right honourable gentle. 
man over the way, I would fay, Long 
live the ferutiny! as every hour it lafted 
would fee the gradual defection of his 
friends: when walking through the 
ftreets of this infulted city, the electors 
would point to him, and fay, There 
goes the minifter, who, whilft he is 
oing to increafe the number of vo. 
ters, and of his bounty to add an hun. 
dred members to the knights of the 
fhire, is disfranchifing this great city. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
faid, that little as was his experience, 
both as a man and a minifter, it was 
fuficient to teach him to be on his 
guard, and not to indulge thofe who 
by working upon his patlions, endea- 
voured to roufe him to anger or refent- 
ment, in hopes that they might take 
advantage of what he might drop in the 
heat of argument and warmth of re- 
fentment: he knew with what views 
gentlemen a¢ted on the other fide, and 
he was refolved to difappoint them, 
by preferving his temper, and taking 
no notice of thofe obfervations that 
were intended to diiturbit. He fhould 
alfo, he faid, avoid all perfonalities, 
and by keeping clofe to the queftion 
before the Houfe, fhun the bad exam- 
ple of thofe who had gone before him, 
and who did not feem to know what 
was the queftion. In order to fpeak 
to it with effect, he would firft throw 
out of it all that did not really belong 
to it; and firit,. the /egality of the feru- 
tiny; that was a point upon which the 
Houfe had decided laft feffion; the 
point of law had at that time, and 
fince, been ably argued by fome of 
the moft able men in the profeffion; 
and he had not yet heard a fingle ar- 
gument in reply, that could overturn 
the authorities that had been given in 
fupport of the opinion; ‘* that the 
ordering the ferutiny, and proceeding 


in it after the expiration of the time 
{pecified in; the writ, commonly called 
the exigency of it, was not only not 
contrary to law, but was perfectly con- 
fiftent with it,” 


He would not there- 
fore 
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fore endeavour to defend what had not 
been attacked; or dwell upon a point 
that had long fince been determined. 
The fcrutiny, it was true, had hither- 
to made but a flow progrefs; but as 
the caufes of it were now , era te they 
might be removed; and he trufted that 
the amendment propofed by his noble 
friend would tend greatly to accelerate 
it. One great caufe of delay was the 
indifpofition of the high-bailiff’s late 
afleflor. In fpeaking ot Mr. Hargrave, 
he faid, he believed a more profound 
lawyer, a man of greater erudition, or 
of more indefatigable induftry, was 


pot to be found in Weftminfter; and 


yet with all his abilities, he was, per- 
haps, the leaft qualified in England to 
afift in carrying on a fcrutiny: exa- 
mining every thing with a fcrupulous 
nicety, he himfelf threw difficulties in 
his own way, by puzzling and per- 
plexing himfelf with diftinCtions and 
refinements, by no means calculated to 
revent delay; on the contrary, tend- 
ing to create it: the very afleflor him- 
felf then was a caufe of the flow pro- 
grefs of the fcrutiny, and as he was 
removed, it was to be prefumed that 
it would proceed in future with much 
greater difpatch. Another caufe of 
delay was, that the high-bailiff had ima- 
gined hitherto that he could not make 
any new regulation in the mode of 
proceeding without the confent of both 
parties: the amendment moved by his 
noble friend would, if carried, inform 
him that he was fully competent with- 
out the confent of the parties, to make 
any regulation which he fhould in his 
es pene and confcience think calcu- 
ated to produce difpatch, without do- 
ing any injury to the different candi- 
dates. Notwithftanding the tediouf- 
nefs of the proceedings of the fcrutiny 
hitherto, much bufinefs had been done, 
and the great numbers of votes that 
had been difqualified, no matter on 
which fide, afforded the ftrongeit proofs 
ef the juftice and propriety of the 
doubts and feruples that had been en- 
tertained by the high-bailiif, refpect- 
ing the legality of many hundred per- 
fons who had polled, and of the ne- 
ceility of afcrutiny. He then launch- 
ed out into perfonal charges againf 
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Mr. Fox, ftating, that he himfelf was 
one great caufe, that the fcrutiny had 
not made greater progrefs; for he had 
avoided or delayed as much as poflible, 
an enquiry into the votes given in the 
united parifhes of St. John’s and St. 
Margaret’s, where Sir Cecil Wray had 
always declared that he believed he 
fhould be able to difqualify fo many 
perfons who had voted, and to ftrike 
off fo many votes given in the names 
of perfons not in exiftence, as would 
leave him a majority upon the grofs 
poll. But the right honourable gen- 
tleman had refufed to begin the {cru- 
tiny in St. John’s and St. Margaret’s, 
moft probable becaufe he knew how 
vulnerable he was there; and confe- 
quently it was his intereft to protra¢t 
the fcrutiny in thofe places where he 
knew he had leaft to lofe. He did not 
mean to fay but that Sir Cecil Wra 
would probably be as averfe, after he 
fhould have gained a majority in St. 
John’s and St. Margaret’s, from going 
to any other parifh where he might 
apprehend himfelf as vulnerable as his 
antagonift was in there. But ftill he 
thought the fcrutiny ought not to be 
difcontinued: whilit it was aflerted 
that the names of perfons not in exift- 
ence, were to be found on the poll, 
the grounds of fuch an affertion ought 
to be minutely examined: a noble 
duke (Richmond) was of opinion, and 
a very extravagant one he thought it, 
that every man who walks about ought 
to enjoy the franchife of a vote; but 
if reports were true, the Weftminfter 
election exhibited refinements upon 
this fyftem ; for perfons had been per- 
mitted to poil at it, who either never 
had been born, or had long fince been 
dead.—We mutt apologize here, as 
well as in former i{peeches, that we 
cannot do not juftice to the minifter: 
had he rifen earlier in the debate, we 
fhould undoubtedly have reported his 
arguments more at large, and with 
more energy. 
Mr. Wyndham obferved, that though 
it was feeemingly the object of the mi- 
nifter and his friends to relieve the 
high-baili# from as much care and 
trouble as poflible, yet the very direct 
confequence of the fcrutiny, and of 
the 
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the inftructions propofed to be given 
this night to him, would aétually raife 
new difficulties, and increafe his em- 
barraffments. Had he been diretted 
in the firft inftance to take fome time 
to confider and examine his poll, he 
might by private enquiries fatisfy his 
confcience, and then make his return ; 
but the Houfe having ordered him to 
proceed in the fcrutiny, impofed . new 
talk upon him; and though, before 
the fcrutiny had been approved of by 
the Houfe, the bailiff might have made 
his return, when he had fatisfied his 
confcience; yet the ferutiny having 
been once commenced, he muft not 
fatisfy his confcience only, but alfo 
his judgement; fo that as he could not 
fatisfy his judgement, without {cruti- 
nizing his poll; fo whilft there re- 
mainec a vote unfcrutinifed, he could 
not make his return. It was clear, 
therefore, that the Hovfe itfelf, in 
feeming to promote expedition, had 
actually thrown additional obftacles in 
the way, and created unneceffary de- 
lay; for though it would have been 
fuficient for the bailiff to have fatis- 
fied his confcience at the outfet, he 
muft now fatisfy both his confcience 
and his judgement. An expreffion had 
dropped from the minitter, which he 
thought very alarming indeed; it con- 
tained a dottrine likely to be the pro- 
lific parent of numberlefs inconvenien- 
cies and mifchiefs. It feemed, ac- 
cording to the right honourable gen- 
tleman, that the circumttance of there 
being bad votes on the poll of a can- 
didate, was a good ground for a fcru- 
tiny; if this was the cafe, there was 
not an ele¢tion for any county or po- 
pulous city in the kingdom, which 
ought not to be the fubject of a fcru- 
tiny, for he was fure there was not 
an ele¢tion for any fuch places, during 
which perfons had not been permitted 
on both fides to poll, without any 
Jegal qualification for the exercife of 
fuch a franchife.—At Norwich, where 
he had the honour to have been elect- 
ed, he was very fure many bad votes 
had been given both to him and to the 
rival candidate; and if the number of 
fuch voters, admitted to poll at Nor- 
wich, was lefs than the number of the 
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like voters who had polled in Weft. 
minfter, it was becaufe the grofs num- 
ber of the inhabitants was lefs in the 
former than in the latter. But there 
was another expreffion which alarmed 
him {till more; and that was, “ that 
it mattered not on which fide the bad 
votes had been polled, if bad votes had 
been received.” ‘This was a good 
ground for demanding a fcrutiny; this 
was an alarming doétrine indeed; for 
if it was once received as found and 
parliamentary, the legal reprefentatives 
of every populous town in England 
might be kept out of parliament for 
years together, by the moft infamous 
combination between a minifter and 
profligate tools in the fhape of candi- 
dates, who having contrived to get 
fome bad votes on the poll even for 
themfelves, might then demand a feru- 
tiny, which might be carricd on for 
rears, though a decided majority of 
ame votes fhould be on the fide of the 
candidate, againft whom a fcrutiny 
fhould have been granted. For thefe 
different reafons he declared his inten- 
tion to withitand the introduétion of 
fuch fatal doétrines; to refift the 
amendment moved by the noble lord, 
and fupport, with his vote, the origi- 
nal motion made by the right honour- 
able gentleman (Mr. Ellis.) 

Mr. Fox obferved, that the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer had very dog- 
matically declared, that every one who 
went before him had fpoken to every 
thing, but to the queftion really before 
the Houfe: he would not difpute the 
right honourable gentleman’s fplendid 
abilities; he never did it; he never 
would do it: indeed it would be ab- 
furd in him to difpute what he him- 
felf had always acknowledged, what 
the whole Houfe admired; indeed it 
would be no lefs abfurd than to difpute 
the right honourable gentleman’s con- 
fidence in thofe abilities. The right 
honourable gentleman fet out with 
faying, that he was too much upon 
his guard to fuffer himfelf to be be- 
trayed by any temptation to ufe per- 
fonal afperity to any one: he wifhed 
that his proteftations and his obferva- 
tions upon other men, had been a lit- 
tle lefs at variance; for he was fure 
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every one who had heard the right ho- 
nourable gentleman’s remarks upon 
Mr. Hargrave, would think that he 
abfolutely forgot his refolution not to 
ufe afperity towards any man: for his 
own part, he would fay, that he had 
never heard a more unmerited attack 
upon any one. ‘That gentleman had 
been praifed as being one of the moft 
learned, the moft able, the moft inde- 
fatigable and laborious perfons of his 
‘ofeffion : but it would feem as if 
ability, learning, and diligence were 
not the requifites for an affeffor; for 
the Houfe had been told that other 
perfons would be found much better 
qualified for the office; their qualifi- 
cations not being founded on equality 
of profeffional knowledge, learning, 
and induftry with Mr. Hargrave, pco- 
le would be apt to enquire in what 
thefe qualifications might confit. In 
his opinion integrity was one of the 
moft neceflary in a judge; and he was 
fure that Mr. Hargrave poffeffed it in 
an eminent degree; he believed alfo 
that Mir. Murphy was a man of inte- 
grity; but who could tell that he 
would long continue in his prefent of- 
fice? And what a leffon would the 
minifter’s fpeech of this day be to his 
fucceffor in advifing the high-bailiff! 
Would it not fay to him in plain terms, 
one affeffor of inflexible integrity has 
been removed; his fituation had been 
revioufly rendeted fo difagreeable to 
om that hecould not, contfiftent with 
his own dignity, remain any longer 
in his office; and, to crown all, hav- 
ing refigned, was held up in an odious 
or ridiculous light by the minifter. 
Was not this as much as to fay, if an 
afleffor fhall prefume to think for him- 
felf, he fhall be publicly ridiculed, re- 
yiled, reprimanded; whilft, on the 
other hand, the courtly, the cormplai- 
fant affeffor, who may come hereafter, 
may learn the way to gain the favour, 
the countenance, and the fmtiles of the 
miniiter—— no ‘trifling confiderations 
with men who muft look up to go- 
vernment for advancement or promo- 
tion in their profeffion. Mr. Hargrave 
was charged by the right honourable 
gentleman with having been himfelf 
very inftrumental in caufing the delay 


of which there had been fuch com- 

laint; he would afk, if fince Mr. 

urphy had taken his place, the fcru- 
tiny had been conduéted with greater 
difpatch? the contrary:was notorioufly 
the truth, ‘The right honourable gen- 
tleman could free the high-bailiff from 
the fuppofed neceffity by which he 
thought himfelf bound to make no 
new regulation that fhould not meet 
with the approbation and concurrence 
of both parties. Now he would be 
bound to fay, that the moft effectual 
way to procure difpatch, would be to 
induce the parties mutually to agree 
to regulations; and in this Mr. Har. 
grave was extremely ufeful, as from 
the conciliating difpofition of that gen- 
tleman, both parties had often been 
induced to concur in refolutions, to 
which they previoufly had entertained 
ftrong objections, but which they were 
perfuaded to relinquifh, by the en- 
gaging and foothing manners of Mr. 
Hargrave. It had been faid laft year, 
and had been repeated that night, that 
non entities had been admitted to poll; 
and that the fuppofed or oftenfible in- 
habitants, if the expreflion might be 
ufed, of perfons not in exiftence, had 
been ftated to be principally in St. 
John’s and St. Margaret’s, To the 
firft part of this he would reply, that 
they muft be credulous indeed, who 
could fuffer themfelves to be led away 
with the idea, that puppets or figures 
ftuffed with ftraw had ona produced 
and admitted to poll at the huftings; 
for without this, their idea of xo ex~ 
tities polling was nonfenfe, for it muft 
be fuppofed that for every name fet 
down in the poll books, fome entity 
had actually appeared at the huftings. 
Now he thought it might be very eafy 
to account for the notion that had got 
abroad relative to won entities having 
been polled. When a great many per- 
fons were afflembled at once to vote, 
more than one ata time might give in 
their names and places of abode; and 
in the confufion, the name of the voter 
might have been fet down right, but 
the habitation of one might be fet 
down in the books as if it was that of 
another; and therefore when enquiries 
were made for Peter in a ftreet, of 
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which by miftake he was in the poll 
books fet down as an inhabitant, and 
was not found there, it was the fafhion 
of the day to call him a won entity; but 
it by no means followed that he had 
not a good vote, becaufe by a miftake 
he was fet down as an inhabitant of 
one ftreet, when he really kept a houfe 
jn another: and indeed this was not an 
imaginary cafe, for it had actually 
happened; and a vote was ftrack off 
from the poll, becaufe he could not be 
found in the ftreet fet oppofite to his 
mame in the book; and yet he made rt 
appear to the fatisfation of the high- 
bailiff himfelf, that he had as good a 
vote as any in Weftminfler. As to the 
idea of his having polled hundreds of 
bad votes for St. John’s and St. Mar- 
garet’s, the probability was againft it; 
for it was much more likely that the 
fhould mix bad with good votes, and 
interfperfe them through different pa- 
rifhes, than poll them all for one; be- 
caufe in adopting the latter expedient, 
he fhould be more likely to awake fuf- 
picion, than if he had followed the 
former. For his part, he did not be- 
Jieve that his antagonift would have 
much more caufe to triumph in St. 
John’s and St. Margaret’s, than in St. 
Martin’s; where he boafted that feve- 
ral hundreds of xox extities, or Spital- 
fields weavers, had been admitted to 
vote. Hitherto Ars difgualified votes 
had been equal to about Ave per cent. 
while thofe of his antagonift amounted 
to at leaft /evew per cent. but had this 
been precifely reverfed, fill he might 
have loft fo the fame proportion in 
every parifh yet unfcrutinized; and 
have, at the conclufion of the whole, 
a majority of one hundred. 

Having premifed thus much, he 
begved leave to fay fomething upon the 
Jaw of the queftion, and he hoped he 
fhould not leave the right honourable 
gentleman at liberty to fay with truth, 
when he fhould have concluded, that 
the legality of the fcrutiny ftood un- 
impeached. What he had to fay was 
reducible to the following heads: Sta- 
tute law—the pra¢tice of parliament— 
and the reafon of the thing. Hecon- 
eluied Uicn fir, that by ftatute, the 


writ was returnable on the day fpeci- 
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fied in it; and this would appear clear. 
ly from an a¢t of Henry 6th, by which 
an a¢tion of debt was given to a per- 
fon aggrieved by any return: the aQ@ 
provided, that fuch a¢tion, however, 
fheuld be brought within three months 
after the meeting of parliament. Our 
anceftors who hale that act, muf 
have looked upom the meeting of par. 
liament, and the return of the writ, 
as convertible propofitions; or it would 
have been abiur in them to givea 
man an a¢tion, which could be fo eafi. 
ly defeated, if the prattice introduced 
by the prefent parliament, had pre. 
vailed in the days of Henry the Sixth, 
for the fheriff not making any return 
till three months, or as it might be in the 
prefent cafe, three years after the meet- 
ing, no action could be brought againft 
him, becaufe by law it muft be brought 
within three months after the meeting, 
or not at all. ‘The next ftatute he 
would mention, was that of William 
the Third, which made it abfolutely 
neceffary that the fheriff fhould make 
his return on or before the day of 
meeting. In this furely was virtually 
included every inferior retumixg off- 
cer, who by making their returus to 
the theriff, muft enable him to obey 
his writ, and tranfimit it to the Crown- 
office in due time, before the opening 
of the feffion. It had heen faid by¢ 
learned judge (the Matter of the Rolls) 
that a writ tor the ele&ion of a bur. 
gefs during the fitting of parliament 
was not made retrrnable within any 
limited time. ‘The diiference betweea 
that and the prefent cafe was very 
ftriking; the King was fuppofed to 


know beft when a new parliament 


ought to meet, and therefore he fum- § 


moned it to meet on the day which 
appears to him moft proper; and it is 
neceffary that the Commons fhould be 
fully reprefented before parliament 
proceeds to make Jaws: but it was dif- 
ferent with refpeét to a vacancy made 
by death in a Houfe of Commons 
already fitting; for, the fame reafon 
for difpatch not prevailing, the act of 
William III. requires only that the re- 
turn fhall be made within fourteen 
days after the election. But by the 
new mode Jately introduced, a fcrutiny 
may 
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may be demanded or ordered, and as 
it is the continuation of the poll or 
election, the actual clofe of the poll 
not being deemed a conclufion of the 
election, the precept may be held even 
for years by the returning officer, not- 
withftanding the a¢t of William III. 
He next maintained, that a fcrutiny, 
protracted beyond the exigence of the 
writ, was contrary to the uniform and 
invariable practice of parliament. In 
the great Oxfordfhire election, the 
fheriff granted a fcrutiny, which lafted 
till the day before his writ was return- 
able, and then clofed it, contrary to 
the wifhes and entreaties of the par- 
ties that had demanded it: he then 
returned all the four candidates: the 
Houfe was not angry with the theriff, 
on the contrary it fat from day to day, 
to determine who ought to have been 
returned as the fitting members, and 
pronounced in favour of Parker and 
Turner, and againit Dafhwood and 
Wenman. 

Laftly, he faid it was contrary to. 
the reafon of the thing: for if it was 
left in the power of returning officers 
to protract the return as they pleafed 
(and who could find fault with or pu- 
nifh them, when they declared inex- 
orable confcience to be the caufe of 
the delay?) a packed parliament might 
meet for fhameful purpofes, the mem- 
bers of Old Sarum, Midhurit, Thirfke, 
Knarefborough, and the like, would 
take their feats, whilft the reprefenta- 
tives of Weitminfter, Liverpool, Brif- 
tol, Newcaftle, and every populous 
place were not yet elected! 

A fcrutiny in itfelf was not a mea- 
fare into which a returning officer was 
bound to go, except in the city of 
London, where a provifion was made 
for it by a fpecial aét of parliament; 
if he was, why was not the sheriff of 
Bedfordfhire punifhed by the Houfe 
for refufing it; why did not the Honfe 
call to account the returning officers of 
Southwark, Lancafter, &c. who had 
alfo 1efufed to grant.a fcrutiny? 
And here he begged leave to remark, 
that the dottrine broached by the right 
honourable gentleman, ‘* that let the 
bad votes te on which fide they might, 
afcrutiny ought to be granted,” was 
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truly dangerous; for in cafes where 
the majorities were very fmall, as in 
Bedfordfhire, where it was only of 
one, and in Southwark whete it con- 
fitted of eleven, &c. &c. a fcrutiny 
demanded by the perfon who had the 
minority, and granted, would keep 
the legal members out of their feats, 
the electors unreprefented, and leave 
the members of decayed boroughs to 
tranfa@t the bufinefs, for which fuch a 
parliament might have been packed.— 
He had not a doubt then, that as this 
{crutiny was contrary to ftatute law, 
to the practice of the Houfe of Com- 


mons immemorially, and to the reafon 


of the thing, the only object that the | 


minifter could have in view, was to 
harrafs and perfecute an individual, 
whom he had honoured, by diftin- 
guifhing him from among a number of 
others, to make the viétim of his re- 
fentment. He had always withed to 
ftand well with the right honourable 
gentleman; he remembered the day he 
had firft congratulated the Horfe on 
the acquifition of his abilities; it had 
been his pride to fight fide by fide with 
him the battles of the conftitution, 
little thinking that he would one day 


defert his principles, and lend himfelf . 


to be the inftrument of that fecret in- 
fluence, which they had both com- 
bated fo fuccefsfully. He might have 
been prepared to find a formidable ri- 
val in the right honourable gentleman; 
a rival that would leave him far behind 
him in the purfuit of glory; but he 
never could have expected that he 
would have defcended fo low as to be 
the perfecutor of any man. ‘“‘ I fan- 
cied I faw (faid Mr. Fox) fo much ge- 
nerofity of foul, fo much elevation of 
mind, that fo groveling a paffion could 
not have found an afylum in his breatt. 
If he thinks that it is merely for a feat 
in parliament that I am contending, 
he knows me not; but I was willing 
to take the hard talk of ftemming the 
tide of mifreprefentation, that had art- 
fully and ftudioufly been diffeminated 
through the kingdom: I was defirous 
that. the citizens of Weftminfter, to 
whom my public meafures were beft 
known, who knew even my private 
foibles, as I] had been bred, and had 
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always lived among them, fhould_pafs 
dee 7 on my political conduét, 
and proud I am of the iffue, which 
has taught the more diftant parts of 
the kingdom that they were mifled.” 
As to the election for Kirkwall, it 
was. owing, he faid, to an accident; 
and he Weclared, uv his honour, that 
after he had heard the greateft orna- 
ments of this country had been. facri- 
ficed to the popular prejudices, when 
he heard that Lord John Cavendifh 
had been thrown out by the citizens 
of York, that General Conway and 
Mr. Coke had loft their eleétions, he 
was forry that by an election for any 
other place than Weftminfter, he had 
been robbed of the glory of fuffering 
in fuch company. He faw plainly, he 
faid,. that it was a pecuniary conteft, 
and that his friends were to be tired 
out by expences: the f{crutiny om both 
fides could not coft lefs than 30,000}. 
a year; this was enough to fhake the 
beft fortunes: his own laf fhilling 
might be eafily got at, as he was poor; 
but ftill, little as he had, he would 
fpend to the laft fhilling: if, in the 
endy he fhould lof his ele¢tion, it 
would not be, he welt knew, for want 
of a legal majority, but for want of 
money; and thus would he perhaps be 
deprived of his right, and the electors 
of Weiftminfter of the man of their 
choice, becaufe he was not able to car- 
ry on a pecuniary conte with the 
Treafury. 

Mr. H. Dundas replied to Mr. Fox, 
going into an elaborate difcuffion of 
all the arguments which. had been fo 
ably adduced by that fpeaker. After 
remarking on. the legal points in de- 
bate, he adverted to the right honour- 
abie gentleman’s connection with the 
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citizens of Weftminfter, whom he treat- 
ed on this occafion with no fmall free- 
dom.. 

Mr. Fox. rofe in. defence of his fel. 
low-citizens,. and faid. he never would 
fit patiently and hear them, direétly 
or indireétly,. charged. with being the 
inftruments of fedition, without vim 
dicating, to the utmoft of his abilities, 
their character fo indecently afperfed. 

Mr. Dundasexplained. Mr. Le Me- 
furier and Mr. Martin then faid a few 
words, after which. the queftion being 
loudly called for, the Howse divided 
on Lord Mulgrave’s amendment upor 
the original motion; when the num- 
bers were 

For the amendment 
Againft it 


Majority 39 

The Houfe being refumed, the 
High-Baihiff of Weftminfter was called 
to the bar, and informed by the Speaker 
of the refolutions then entered into 
the Houfe, tending to direét his future 
proceedings in the condué of the fere- 
tiny, which were a mere tranfcript of 
the amendment; and a copy thereof 
was directed to be given him. The 
high-bailiff having withdrawn, Colo 
nel Fitzpatrick rofe and apprized the 
Houfe, as the decifion of the Houfe 
had been contrary to his expeétations 
and thofe of the eleétors of Weftmin- 
fter, whofe petition then lay on their 
table, that he fhould, agreeable to the 
ufage of the Houfe, prefent another 
petition from the faid ele¢tors, in the 
courfe of a few days, praying to be 
heard by counfel in defence thereof. 
After which the Houfe broke up at fix 
o’clock on Thurfday morning. 


174 
135* 


een 


* Mr. Fox, on motives of delicacy, did not divide upon the queftion. 
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LETTERS RELATIVE TO DR. JOHNSON. 
(Continued from page.348.) 

LETTER XIil. 


ONDAY, December 13, 1784, 
clofed the remarkably affe¢tion- 
ate fufpenfe of the public, during his 





long and painful illnefs, by the removal 
of Dr. Sanwel Johnfon; who was born 
at Lichfield in September 1709. 
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A fplendid feries of almoft fifty years, 
devoted to the literature of his native 
country, with unparalleled elegance and 
fuccefs, renders all praife fuperfluous ; 
and will, perhaps, perpetuate the lan- 
guage he was thus deftined to exalt. 

is obfervation, in 1775, on dofin 
the author he fo long loved, we muft 
now appropriate to himfelf, with.ex- 
quifite propriety and regret. ‘* This 
man has left a gap in our world, which, 
to fupply, we muft for ever look round 
in vain.” 

If, in his convivial or private con- 
verfation, any individuals, that enjoyed 
it, became not wifer or better, the fault 
was entirely their own. Impurity or 
infidelity never efcaped his lips; and 
generally found fevere seprehenfion, 
when obtruded by others, during “that 
feaft of reafon.and that flow of foul.” 

Dr. Johnfon rejoiced to fhare his 
prefent property, be it little or be it 
much, with every child of diftrefs that 
fought his door; becoming literally 
‘eyes to the blind, and feet to the 
lame.” 

Bred in the ecclefiaftical difcipline, 
and politics, which diftinguifhed the 
royalifts in the laft century, he never 
abandoned them. 

_ Fearing God as a man, and loving 
him as a Chriftian, perfectly equal ‘to 
his fermer felf in the moft folemn mo- 
ments of his declining life, he met 
death at laft with dignity and comfort; 
not only knowing, Et declarieg ‘* in 
whom he trufted.” | 

- Of his defcent Samuel Johnfop had 
no caufe to be afhamed; and, for the 
only partner of his life and fortune, of 
whom he had been deprived thirty 
years, an epitaph infcribed on a black 
marble grave ftone in Bromley church, 
Kent, can beft relate -her merit, and 
his affeion*: jal 

Hic conduntur reliquiz 
ELIZABETH | 
Antiqua JARVISIORUM gente, 
Pearliage, apud Leiceftrenfes, ortiz; 
Formofe, culta, ingeniofz, piz ; 


Uxoris, primis nuptiis, HENRICI PORTER, 
fecundis,s SAMUELIS JOHNSON, 
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Qui multum amatam, diuque defletam, 
Hoc lapide .contexit. 
Obiit Londini, menfe Mart. 
A.D. MDCCLIII. 


On the Monday after his deceafe he 
was interred in Weftminiter-Abbey. 
The corpfe was brought from his houfe 
in Bolt-court to the thearfe, preceded 
by the Rev. Mr. Butt and the Rev, 
Mr. Strahan, about twelve o’clock. 
The following was the order of the 


proceffion.: . 
Hearfe and.fix. 

The executors, viz. Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds, Sir John Hawkins, and Wil- 
liam Scott, LL. D.:in a coach and four. 

Fight coaches and four, containing 
the Literary Club, and others of the 
Dottor’s friends, invited by the exe- 
cutors; viz. Dr. Burney, Mr. Maione, 
Mr. ‘Steevens, the Rev. Mr. Strahan, 
Mr. Ryland, Mr. Hoole, Dr. Brockle- 
fby, Mr. Cruikfhanks, Mr. Nichols, 
Mr. Low, Mr. Paradife, General Paoli, 
Count Zenobio, Dr. Butter, Mr. Hol- 
der, Mr. Seward, Mr. Metcalf, Mr. 
Saftres, Mr. Des Moulins, the Rey. 
Mr. Butt, Dr. Horfley, Dr. Farmer, 
Dr. Wright, [to whom may be added, 
Mr. Cooke (who was introduced by 
Dr. Brocklefby) and the Do€tor’s faith- 
ful fervant, Francis Barber. ] 

Two coaches and four, containing 
the pall-bearers, ‘viz. Mr. Burke, Mr. 
‘Wyndham, Sir Charles Bunbury, Sir 
Jofeph Banks, Mr. Colman, and Mr. 
Langton. 

After thefe followed two mourning 
coaches and four, filled with gentlemen 
who, as volunteers, honoured thems 
Yelves by attending this funeral. Thefe 
were the Rev. Mr. Hoole, the Rev. 
Mr. Eaft, Mr. Henderfon, Mr. Mickle, 
Mr. Sharp, Mr. C. Burney, and Mr. 
G. Nicol. | 

Thirteen gentlemens carriages clofed 
the proceffion, which reached the Ab- 
bey a little before one. 

The corpfe was met at the weft door 
by the prebendaries in refidence, ‘to 
the number of fix, in the furplices and 
do¢tors hoods; and the officers of the 

F f2 Dai a ad church, 


* The Doétor, not many days before his death, wrote to Lichfield, defiring that a large ftone 
gnight be placed over the bodies of his father, mother, and brother; who were buried in St. Mie 


shael’s (or Green-Hill) church, and hoped it might be done ‘* while he was yet alive.”” 
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church; and attendants on the funeral, 
were ten maffhalled in the following 
order : Tn . ; 
Two vergers. 
The Rev. Mr. Strahan. . 
The Rev. Mr. Butt. 
THe Bony. 
Sir Jofhua Reynolds, 

. as chief mourner, and an executor. 
Sir John Hawkins and Dr. Scott, 
‘as executors. 

The reft two and two. 
The body then proceeded to the 


fouth crofs, and, in view of the three 
executors, was depotited by the fide of 
Mr. Garrick, with the feet oppofite to 
the monument of. Shak fpeare. 

The Rey. Dr. Taylor performed the 
burial office, attended by some gen- 
tlemen of the Abbey—but, it muit be 
regretted by all who continue to reve- 
rence the hierarchy, that the cathedral 
fervice ‘was withheld* from its inva- 
riable friend; and the omiffioa was 
truly offenfive to the audience at large, 


LETTER XIV. 
“DR. JOHNSON’S: WILL. 


IN the name of God, Amen. Il, 
Samuel Johnfon, being in full poffef- 
fion of my faculties, Bt fearing this 
night may put an end to my life, do 
ordain this my laft will and teftament. 
I bequeath to God a foul polluted with 
many fins, but I hope purified by re- 
pentanceé, and I truft redeemed by Jefus 
Chrift. [leave 750]. in the hands of 
Bennet Langton, Efg. 300]. in_ the 
hands of Mr. Barclay and Mr.. Perkins, 
brewers; 150]. in the hands of Dr. 
Percy, Bifhop of Dromore; 1,000). 
3 per cent. annuities in the public 
funds, and 100]. now lying by me in 
ready money; all thefe beforemen- 
tioned fums and property I leave, I 
fay, to Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Sir John 
Hawkins, and Doétor William Scott, 
of Doétors-Commons, in truft for the 
following ufes; that is to fay, to pay 
to the reprefentative of the late Wil- 
liam Innys, bookfeller, in St. Paul’s 
Charch-yard, the fum of zoo]. to Mrs. 
White, my female fervant, rool. ftock 
in the three per cent. annuities; the 
reft of the Sorslsid fums. of money 
and property, together with my books, 


* How this omsffion happe 


plate, and houfhold furniture, I leave 
to the beforementioned Sir Jofhua Rey- 
nolds, Sir John’ Hawkins, and Dottor 
William Scott, alfo in trutt, to be ap- 
plied, after paying my debts, to the 
ufe of Francis Barber, my man fervant, 
a negro, in fuch manner as they fhall 
judge moft fit and available to his be- 
nefit. And J] appoint the aforefaid Sir 
Jofhua Reynolds Sir John Hawkins, 
and Doétor William Scott, fole exe- 
cutors of this my laft will and tefta- 


ments, hereby revoking all former ‘ 


wills and teftaments whatfoever. In 
witnefs whereof I hereunto fubfcribe 
my name, and affix my feal, this 8th 
day of December, 1784. 
SAM. JOHNSON, (L.S.) 
Signed, fealed, publithed, declared, and 
delivered, by the faid teftator, as 
his laft will and teftament, in the 
prefence of us, the word /awo being 
firft inferted in the oppofite page. 
GEorRGE STRAHAN. 
Joun Des Movutins. 
BY way of cedicil to my laf will 
and teftament, 1 Samuel Johnfon give, 
devife, and bequeath, my meffuage or 
tenement, 


ned, we are unable to account. Perhaps the executors fhould have 


afked for it; but at all events it fhould have been performed. That the fees for opening the ground 
were paid, was a matter of indifpenfable neceflity; and there can be no doubt, from the liberality 


SS FL FF Ae ta SH CUOUlCU 





of the prefent Dean and Chapter, but they will be returned, as was offered in the cafe of Dryden, 
and was done in that of St. Ewremond, who “ died (fays Atterbury) renouncing the Chriftian 
teligion: yet the church of Weftminfter thought fit, in honour to his memory, to give his body 
room jn the Abbey, aod allow him to be buried there gratis, fo far as the chapter were concerned, 
though he Ieft Sool. fterling behind him; which is thought every way an unaccountable piece of 
management. Sartre buried him roumdly, and Joped that his brother would rife to life eternal.’’ 
See Atterbury’s ae Correfpondence, Vol. JI]. p. 111; who adds afterwards, p.200, ** His 
epitaph, written by Dr. Garth, isto be put up in the Abbey, if the Bithop will fuffer it, where St. 
Evremond is commended for his indifference to religion.’’ How ftriking the contrait between St. 
Evremond and Johafon! 


— 
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tenement, fituate at Lichfield, in the 
county of Stafford, with the appurte- 


-_ pances, in the tenure or occupation of 


Mrs. Bond, of Lichfield aforefaid, or 
of Mr. Hinchman, her under-tenant, 
to my executors, in truft, to fell and 
difpofe of the fame; and the money 
arifing from fuch fale I give and be- 
queath as follows, viz. to Thomas and 
Benjamin, the fons of Fither Johnfon, 
Jate of Leicefter, and -~-——- Whiting, 
daughter of Thomas Johnfon, late of 
Coventry, and the grand daughter. of 
the faid Thomas Johnfon, one full 
and equal fourth part each; but, in 
cafe there fhall be more.grand, daugh- 
ters than one of the faid ‘Thomas John- 
fon living at the time of my deceafe, 
I give and bequeath the part or fhare 
of that one to, and equally between, 
fuch grand daughters. I give and be- 
queath to the Rev. Mr. Rogers of 
Parkley, near Froome, in the county 
of Somerfet, the fum of rool. requett- 
ing him to apply the fame towards the 
maintenance of Elizabeth Henre, a lu- 
natic. I alfo give and bequeath to my 
god-children, the fon and daughter of 
Mauritius Low, painter, each of them 
1001. of my ftock in the three per cent. 
confolidated annuities, to be applied 
and difpofed of, by and at the difcre- 
tion of my executors, in the education 
or fettlement in the world of my faid 
legatees. Alfo, I give and bequeath 
to Sir John Hawkins, one of my exe- 
cutors, the Annales Ecclefiaftici of Ba- 
ronius, 2nd Hollinfhed’s and Stowe’s 
Chronicles, and alfo an o¢tavo Com- 
mon Prayer Book; to Bennet Langton, 
Efq. I give and bequeath my Polyglott 
Bible; to Sir Jothua Reynolds my great 
French Dictionary, by Martinere, and 
my own copy of my folio Englifh Dic- 
tionary of the laft revifion; to Dottor 
William Scott, one of my executors, 
the Di€tionaire de Commerce, and 
Leé&:us’s edition of the Greek poets; 
to Mr. Wyndham, Poete Greci He- 
roici per Henricum Stephanum; tothe 
Rev. Mr. Strahan, vicar of Iflington, 
in the county of Middlefex, Mill's 
Greek Teftament, Beza’s Greek Tefta- 
ment by Stephens, all my Latin Bi- 
bles, and my Greek Bible by Weche- 
lius; to Dr. Heberden, Dr. Brockledby, 


Dr. Butter, Mr. Cruikfhanks the far- 


geon who attended me, Mr. Holder 
my apothecary, Gerard Hamilton, Efq. 
Mrs. Gardiner, of Snow-hill, Mrs. 
Frances Reynolds, Mr. Hoole, and the 
Rev. Mr. Hoole his fon, each a book 
at their election, to keep as a token 
of remembrance. I alfo give and be- 
queath to Mr. John Des Moulins zool. 
confolidated three per cent. annuities ; 
and to Mr. Saftres, the Italian mafter, 
the fum of ¢1. to be laid out in books 
of piety for his own ufe. And where- 
as the faid Bennet Langton hath agreed, 
in confideration of the fum of 75ol. 
mentioned in my will to be in his 
hands, to grant and fecure an annuity 
of 7ol. payable during the life of me, 
and my fervant Francis Barber, and 
the life of the furvivor of us, to Mr. 
George Stubbs, in truft for us; my 
mind and will is, that, in cafe of my 
deceafe before the faid agreement fhall 
he perfected, the faid fum 750]. and 
the bond for fecuring the faid fum, 
fhall go to the faid Francis Barber. And 
] hereby give and bequeath to him the 
fame in heu of the bequeft in his fa- 
vour contained in my faid will. And 
I hereby empower my faid executors 
to deduct and retain all expences that 
fhall or may be incurred in the execu- 
tion of my faid will, or of this codicil 
thereto, out of fuch eftate and effects 
as I fhall die poffeffed of. All the 
reft, refidue, and remainder of my 
eftate and effeéts, I give and bequeath 
to my faid executors, in truft, for the 
{aid Francis Barber, his executors and 
adminittrators. Witnefs my hand and 
feal, this gth day of December, 1784. 
SAM. JOHNSON. (L.S.) 
Signed, fealed, publifhed, declared, 
and delivered, by the faid Samuel 
Johnfon, as and for a codicil to his 
lait will and teftament, in the pre- 
fence of us, who in his prefence, 
and at his requeft, and alfo in the 
prefence of each other, have hereto 
{ubfcribed our names as witneffes. 
John Copley. 
William Gibfon. 
Henry Cote. 
Proved at London, with a codicil, 
the 16th day of December, 1784, be- 
fore the Worhhipful George Harris, 


Doéttor 
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Doétor of Laws, and Surrogate, by the 
oath. of Sir Jofhua Reynolds, Knight, 
Sir John Hawkins, Knight, and Wil- 
Jiam Scott, Doétor of Laws, the exe- 
cutors named in the will, to whom 


adminiftration was granted, having been 
firft {worn duly to adminifter. 


Dec. 18, Henry Stevens, i 
1784. Geo. Goffling, Re 4 sal 
Fobn Grene, § 


LETTER XV. 


MEMBERS OF DR. 


SIR, 

THE Literary Club mentioned 
by Mr. 'Tyers, to have been eftablifhed 
by Dr. Johnfon, confifted of a fele& 
number of his friends, who entered 
very heartily into the fcheme, for the 
pleafure of enjoying his converfation, 
and of contributing their quota to the 
general amufement. For a future det- 
ter, perhaps, you may receive the 
** Rules” which he eftablifhed; for 
the prefent, you have the names of 
the members, as they are placed in the 
book, ‘on the rota of indifpenfable 
monthly attendance.” 

Dr. Johnfon, Mr. Barry, 


JOHNSON’S CLUB. 


*Dr. Horfley, Mr. Write 


*Dr. Brocklefby, *Mr. Nichols, 
Mr. Joddrell, Mr. Poore, 

*Mr. Cooke, *Mr. Wyndham, 
*Mr. Ryland, *Mr. Cruikfhank, 


*Mr. Paradife, 
*Dr. Burney, 


*Mr. Seward, 
Mr. Clarke,t 


*Mr. Hoole, Mr. Murphy, 
*Mr. Saftres, Mr. Bowles, 
Mr. Allen [dead] *Mr. Metcalf, 


Hon. Mr. Barrington, Mr. Bofwell. 
The gentlemen whofe names are 
thus * marked attended the funeral. 


The others were not invited. 
ALDEBARAN, 


LETTER XVI. 


DR. JOHNSON’S EPITAPHS ON HIS FATHER, MOTHER, AND 
BROTHER. , 


H. S. E. 
MICHAEL JOHNSON: 


Vir impavidus, conftans, animofus, pe- 
riculorum immemor, laborum patien- 
tiffimus; fiducia Chriftiana fortis fer- 
vidufque; Paterfamilias apprimé ftre- 
nuus; Bibliopola admodum peritus; 
mente st libris et negotiis exculta; ani- 
mo ita firmo, ut, rebus adverfis diu 
confli€tatus, nec fibi nec fuis defuerit: 
Lingua fic temperata, ut ei nihil quod 
aures vel pias vel caftas lefiffet, aut do- 
lor vel voluptas unquam exprefferit. 


Natus Cubleiz in agro Derbienfi, 
anno MDCyI11, obiit MDCCXxxI. 


Appofita eft SARA Conjux, 
Antiqua FORDORUM gente oriunda; 
quam domi fedulam, foris paucis no- 
tam; nulli moleftam, mentis acumine 
et judicii fubtilitate praecellentem ; 
aliis multum, fibi parum indulgentem: 
Eternitati femper attentam, omne fere 
Virtutis nomen commendavit. 

Nata Nortoniz Regis, in agro 
Varvicenfi, anno MDCLxIx; obiit 
MDCCLIX. 

Cum NATHANAELE illorum fi- 
lio, qui natus MDCCXII, cum vires et 
animi et corporis multa pollicerentur, 
anno MDCCXXXVI1I, vitam brevem pia 
morte finivit. 


LETTER XVIL 
THE LITERARY CLUB 


STR, 
I inclofe you a lift of as many of 
Dr. Johnfon’s affociates as originally 
met at the Turk’s Head in Gerard- 
ftcreet, Soho; were from thence tranf- 
planted to Prince’s in Sackville-ftreet, 


+ Now Lord-Mayor. 





Piccadilly; and now dine at Baxter’s 
in Dover-ftreet, on almoft every Tuef- 
day during the feffion of parliament. 
Their names are fet down according 
to the order in which they appear on 
theis 
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their books, a circumftance {uppofed 
to have been regulated by their feni- 
ority in the club. The three firft are 
the only farvivors among the original 
members by whom the reft were chofen. 
Since Mr. Garrick’s funeral this affo- 
ciation has been called (what I am told 
it has never called itfelf) The Literary 
Club. 
*Sir Jofhua Reynolds, 
*Mr. Burke, 
#*Mr. Langton, 
Farl of Charlemont, 
Bifhop of Dromore [Dr. Percy] 
*Sir Charles Bunbury, 
Doétor Fordyce, 
*Mr. Colman, 
Sir William Jones, 
Mr. Bofwell, 
Sir Robert Chambers, 
*Mr. Steevens, 
Right Hon. Charles James Fox, 
Earl of Offory, 
Mr. Gibbon, 
Mr. Adam Smith, 
Mr. Vefey, 
Bifhop of Killaloe [Dr. Barnard] 
Mr. Sheridan, Jun. 
*Sir Jofeph Banks, 
*Mr. Windham, 
Dean of Ferns [ Dr. Marlay} 


Rev. Dr. Jofeph Warton, 
Earl Spencer, 
*Dr. Scott, 

Bifhop of St. Afaph [Dr. Shipley } 

Lord Eliot, 

Rev. ‘Thomas Warton, 

Lord Lucan, 

*Mr. Malone, 

*Mr. Burke, Jun. 
Sir William Hamilton, 
Vifc. Palmerfton, 

*Dr. Burney, 
Dr. Warren. 

Withdrawn. 
Sir John Hawkins. 
Dead, 

Samuel Dyer, 

Chriftopher Nugent, 

Oliver Goldfmith, 

Antony Chamier, 

Hon. Topham Beauclerk, 

David Garrick, 

Lord Afhburton, 

Samuel Johnfon. 

This club, confifting of thirty-five 
members, is faid to be full. Thofe 
marked with an afterifk attended the 
remains of Dr. Johnfon to Weftminfter- 
Abbey. 

Tam, Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, &c. 


LETTER XVII. 
DR. JOHNSON’S CLUB. 


SIR, 

THE Rules of the Club efta- 
blifhed by Dr. Johnfon at the Effex 
Head, in imitation of the ‘* perpetual 
Club” of the Spectator, were thefe : 

‘© The Club thall confift of four and 
twenty. 

‘* The meetings fhall be on the Mon- 
day, Thurfday, and Saturday of every 
week; but in the week before Eafter 
there {hall bz no meeting. 

«© Every member is at liberty to in- 
troduce a friend once a week, but not 
oftener. 

** Two members fhall oblige them- 
felves to attend in their turn every 
night from 8 to 10, or to procure two 
to attend in their room. 

‘“« Every member prefent at the Club 
fhall fpend at leaft 6d. and every man 
who ftays away fhall forfeit 3d. 

** The matter of the houfe fhall keep 


an account of the abfent members; 
and deliver to the prefident of the 
night a lift of the forfeit incurred. 

‘© When any member returns after 
abfence, he fhall immediately lay down 
his forfeits; which, if he omits to do, 
the prefident fhall require. 

‘© There fhall be no general reckon- 
ing, but every man fhall adjuft his own 
expences. 

‘« The night of indifpenfable at- 
tendance will come to every member 
once a month. Whoever fhall for 
three months together omit to attend 
himfelf, or by fubftitution, nor fhall 
make any apology in the fourth month, 
fhall be confidered as having abdicated 
the Club. 

** When a vacancy is to be filled, 
the name of the candidate, and of the 
member recommending him, fhall ftand 
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in the club-room three nights. On 
the fourth he may be chofen by ballot ; 
fix members, at leait, being prefent ; 
and two-thirds of the ballot feins in 
his favour; or the majority, fhould 
the numbers not be divifible by three. 

«* The matter of the houfe fhall give 
notice, fix days before, to each of thofe 
members whofe turn of neceffary at- 
tendance is come. 

‘* 'The notice may be in thefe words: 

« Sir, 

‘On the of will 
be your turn of prefiding at the Effex 
Head. Your company is therefore 
earneftly requefted.’ 

«* One penny fhall be left by each 
member for the waiter.” 


The Club was firft projetted in the 


LETTER XIX. 
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winter of 1783; and began to affemble 
regularly at the beginning of 1784, 
when the above regulations were agreed 
on, and prefaced by the following 
motto : 
** To-day deep thoughts with me refolve todrench 
** In mirth, which after no repenting draws.” 
Mitton, 
The names you have already printed 
are thofe who were members at the 
time of Dr. Johnfon’s death, in the 
order in which they were entered in 
the book. The three laft were intro- 
duced in thé room of Dr. Scott, who 
was named, but never attended; of 
Mr. 'Tyers, who abdicated the Club, 
Feb. 1, 1784; and of Mr. Strahan, 
who followed his example on the 26th 
of June. 


ALDEBARAN. 


ANECDOTES OF DR. JOHNSON’S EARLY LIFE. 
Extra&ed from a letter to Mr. Nichols. 


DEAR SiR, 


MRS. Johnfon committed her 
young Goliah to the care of a poor 
woman, foon after his birth; and with 
the milk of his xxrfmg mother he im- 
bibed a fcrophulous diforder, the ef- 
fe&ts of which were vifible through 
life. Mrs. Johnfon was perfuaded to 
try the regal-touch; and (though not a 
fuperftitious woman) faid, that the 
hand of her gracious miftrefs cured her 
infant. I do not know whether the 

iece of gold, that was given him by 
hae Majefty, was thought worthy of 
being preferved by its matter. 

When about three years old, he was 
matter of a brood of eleven ducks, une 
ot which he had the misfortune to de- 
itroy. Immediately after the accident, 
he came to his mother, and defired fhe 
would write. ‘* Write—what am I 
to write?” —** Write upon poor Duck.” 
~—** Well then, Sam, tell me what to 
fay.” ‘The great infant, after fhaking 
his head for a few minutes, thus lifped 
** in numbers, for the numbers came:” 

Here lies good mafter Duck, 

Whom Samuel Johnfon tred on, 


If ’t had liv’d ’c had been good luck: 
For then there’d been an odd one. 


Dr. Swinfen, a phyfician of emi- 


Litchfeld. 
nence, lodged with Michael Johnfon, 
and was Sam’s godfather.—When the 
Doétor came to us laft fummer, he 
afked me if I remembered a fmall ftone 
in the body of the cathedral, with this 
infcription : 

Here lies the body of 
Mrs. ELIZABETH BLANEY, a ftranger. 
She departed this lite 
2d of September, 1694. 

and afked in what covdition the ftone 
was? I faid, ** I knew it well, but 
that it was broken in two by the 
feet of pafiengers; and added, that, 
though I had frequently made enquiry, 
no perfon could give me the leaft ac- 
count of the faid Mrs. Blaney.” ‘The 
Doétor faid, ** In the firft place, put 
down a new and a fubftantial block of 
marble, with the fame infcription as 
the old one had; and I will repay you 
whatever it may coft. Elizabeth Bla- 
ney lived at Leek, where my father 
was an apprentice, and fell in love 
with him. Upon his removal to Lich- 
field, fhe followed him, and took lodg- 
ings oppofite to his houfe. Her paf- 
fion was not unknown, but he had no 
inclination to return it. It, howevér, 
overcame her health; and, when my 

5 father 
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father was told that the was in danger, 
he went to her, and offered her his 
hand. -She faw death approaching, 
and declined it. She foon after died, 
and my father placed the ftone I en- 
uired after over her body. Of what 
dumily fhe was, I never could learn.” 
Some falfe accounts of the meannefs 
of Michael Johnfon’s fituation in trade 
have appeared in the public papers. 
You know that the fituation of the 
houfe rendered a ftall in Lichfield mar- 
ket unneceflary; and to have weekly 
ftandings in the neighbouring towns 
was far from difreputable, confidering 
that bookfellers were at that time efta- 
blifhed only in frizcipal places. Mr. 


Johnfon faid, they had the bufinefs of. 
all the adjoining places, and were in 
excellent circumitances, till they under- 
took to make parchment in a building 
(now deftroyed) near the great willow. 
In this new undertaking nothing prof-. 
pered; they had no fooner bought a 
large ftock of fkins, than a heavy duty 
was laid upon that article, and from 
Michael’s abfence by his many avoca- 
tions as a bookfeller, the parchment 
bufinefs was committed to a faithlefs 
fervant, and thence they gradually 
declined into ftrait circumftances. My 
grandfather, Hunter, received as much 
for the education of Johnfon, as was 
paid for the children of other tradefmen, 


LETTER Xx, 


SIR, 

THE following account of Dr. 
Johnfon at Cambridge, in the year 
1765, in an extract of a letter from 
the late Dr. John Sharp, may not be 
an unacceptable addition to your other 
anecdotes of that truly great and good 
man. 

Your's, &c. 
A. B. 

Cambr. Mar. 1, 1765. 

As to Johnfon, you will be furprifed 
to hear that I have had him in the chair 
in which I am now writing. He has 
afcended my aérial citadel. He came 
down on a Saturday evening, with a 
Mr. Beauclerk*, who has a friend at 
Trinityt. Caliban, you may be fure, 
was not roufed from his lair before 
next day noon, and his break faft 
probably kept him till night. I faw 
nothing of him, nor was he heard of 
by any one, till Monday afternoon, 
when I was fent for home to two gen- 
tlemen unknown. In converfation I 
made a ftrange faux pas about Burnaby 
Greene’s poem{, in which Johnfon ts 
drawn at full length. He drank his 
large potations of tea with me, inter- 
rupted by many an indignant contra- 
dition, and many a noble fentiment. 
He had on a better wig than ufual, 
but one whofe curls were not, like Sir 
Cloudefley’s, formed for “ eternal 


Lonp. Mac. June 1785.. 


* The Honourable Topham Beauclerk, no doubt. 
§ * Eternal buckie take in Parian ftone.”” 


buckle §.” Our coftverfation was chiefly 
on books, you may be fure. He was 
much pleafed with a {mall Milton of 
mine, publifhed in the author’s life- 
time, and with the Greek epigram on 
his own effigy, of its being the pidture, 
not of him, but of a bad painter. 
There are many manufcript ftanzas, 
for aught I know, in Milton’s own 
hand-writing, and feveral interlined 
hints-and fragments. We were puz- 
zled about one of the fonnets, which 
we thought was not to be found in 
Newton’s edition, and differed from all 
the printed ones. But Johnfon cried, 
«* No! No!” repeated the whole fon- 
net inftantly, memoriter , and fhewed it 
us in Newton’s book. After which, 
he learnedly harangued on fonnet- 
writing, and its different numbers. 
He tells me, he will come hither again 
quickly, and is promifed ‘* an habita- 
tion in Emanuel College.” He went 
back to town next morning; but, as 
it began to be known that he was in 
the Univerfity, feveral perfons got into 
his company the lait evening at ‘Tri- 
nity, where, about twelve, he began 
to be very great; firipped poor Mrs. 
Macaulay to the very tkin, then gave 
her for his toaft, and drank her in two 
bumbers. | | 


J. Ss. 
3G LETTERS 
+ Lifter. t Q. What poem was this? 
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LETTERS AND PAPERS BY DR. JOHNSON. 
LETTER I 


Jo Mr. NICHOLS. 


4K late learned Mr. Swinton of 
Oxford having one day remarked 
that one man, meaning, I fuppofe, no 
man but himfelf, could afften all the 
parts of the Ancient Univerfal Hiftory 
to their proper authors; at the requeft 
of Sir Robert Chambers*, or of my- 
felf, gave the account which I now 
tranf{mit to you in his own hand, being 
willing that of fo great a work the 
hiftory fhould be known, and that each 
writer fhould receive his due propor- 
tion of praife from pofterity. 

I recommend to you to preferve this 
{crap of literary ‘intelligence in Mr. 
Swinton’s own hand, or to depofit it 
in the Mufeum, that the veracity of 
this account may never be doubted. 

I am, Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
Dec. 6, 1784. SaM. JOHNSON. 
r. n. 

The Hiftory of the Carthaginians. 
Sienldines. 

Mauritanians. 

Gatulians. 














The Hiftory of the Garamantes. 
Melano Getulians. 
— Nigritz. 

Cyrenaica. 
Marmarica, 

The Regio Syrtica. 
— Turks, Tartars, and 


























Moguls. 
Indians. 
Chinefe. 
Differtation on the Peopling of Ame- 
rica. : 





on the Independency of 
the Arab. 

The Cofmogony, and a fmall part of 
the hiftory immediately following, 
By Mr. Sale. 

To the Birth of Abraham. Chiefly by 
Mr. Shelvock. 

Hiftory of the Jews, Gauls, and Spa. 
niards. By Mr. Pfalmanaazar. 

Xenophon’s Retreat. By the fame. 


Hiftory of the Perfians, and the Con- — 


ftantinopolitan Empire. By Di. 
Campbell. 
Hiftory of the Romans. By Mr. Bower. 


LET T E R It. 
To the Right Honourable Lord THURLOW. 


AFTER a long and not inattentive 
obfervation of mankind, the generofity 
of your lordfhip’s offer raifes in me 
not lefs wonder than gratitude. Boun- 
ty fo liberally beftowed I fhould gladly 
receive, if my condition made it ne- 
ceffary; for to fuch a mind who would 
not be proud to own his obligations? 
Bat it has pleafed God to reitore me 
fo great a meafure of health, that if I 
fhould now appropriate fo much of a 
fortune deftined to do good, I could 
not efcape from myfelf the charge of 
advancing'a falfe claim. My journey 
to the Continent, though I once thought 
it neceffary, was never much encou- 
raged by my phyficians; and I was very 
defirous that your lordfhip fhould be 
told of it by Sir Jofhua Reynolds, as 
an event very uncertain; for if I grew 


* Now a judge in India. 


much better I fhould not be willing, 
if much worfe I fhould not be able, to 
migrate. Your lordfhip was firft foli- 
cited without my knowledge; but 
when I was told that you were pleafed 
to honour me with your patronage, I 
did not expect to hear ofa refufal; yet, 
as I have never rioted in imaginary 
opulence, this cold reception has been 
fcarce a difappointment ; and from your 
lordfhip’s kindnefs I have received a 
benefit which only men like you are 
able to beftow. I fhall now live mihi 
carior, with a higher opinion of my 
own merit. 
Iam, my Lord, 
Your Lordfhip’s moft obliged, 
| Moft grateful, 
And moft humble fervant, 
SAMUEL JOHNSON. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IIl, 
Mapam, 

IF you are already ignominioufly 
married, you are loft beyond redemp- 
tion—if you are not, permit me one 
hour’s converfation, to convince you 
that fuch a marriage muft not take 

lace. If after a whole hour’s reafon- 
ing you fhould not be convinced, you 
will ftiil be at liberty to att as you 


Jo Mrs THRALE, 


think proper. I have been extremely 
ill, at am ftill ill; but, if you grant 
me the audience I afk, I will inftantly 
take a poft-chaife, and attend you at 
Bath.—Pray do not refufe this favour 
to a man, who hath fo many years 
loved and honoured you! 


LETTER IV. Yo Mr. NICHOLS. 


SIR, 


WHILE I am at Brighthelmfton, 
if you have any need of confulting me, 
Mr. Strahan will do us the favour to 
tranfmit our papers under his frank. 
I have looked often into your ‘* Anec- 
dotes:” and you will hardly thank a 
lover of literary hiftory for telling you, 
that he has been informed and grati- 


O4. 10, 1782. 
fied*. I with you would add your 


own difcoveries and intelligence to 
thofe of Dr. Rawlinfon, and under- 
take the Supplement to Wood. Think 
on it. 
Iam, Sir, your humble fervant, 
SAM. JOHNSON, 


LETTER V. {Qo the Same. 


SIR, 
I Am much obliged by your kind 


communication of your account of 
Hinckley t. I knew Mr. Carte as one 
of the Prebendaries of Lichfield, and 
for fome time Surrogate of the Chan- 
cellor. Now I will put you ina way 


LETTER VI. 
SIR, 


WHEN you were here, you were 
pleafed, as I am told, to think my ab- 
fence ait inconvenience. I fhould cer- 
tainly have been very glad to give fo 
fkilful a lover of antiquities any in- 
formation about my native place, of 
which however I know not much, and 
have reafon to believe that not much is 
known. 


* In a fubfequent letter, dated O&. 28, Dr. 


Fan. 10, 1783. 
of fhewing me more kindnefs. I have 
been confined by illnefs a long time; 
and ficknefs and folitude make tedious 
evenings. Come fometimes, and fee, 

Sir, your humble fervant, 
SAM. JOHNSON. 


To the Same. 
Lichfield, O&. 20, 1784. 

Though I have not given you any 
amufement, I have received amufement 
from you. At Afhbourne, where I 
had very little company, I had the luck 
to borrow ‘“‘ Mr. Bowyer’s Life,” a 
book fo full of contemporary hiftory, 
that a literary man mutt find fome of 
his old friends. I thought that I could 
now and then have told you fome hints 

3 G2 worth 


Johnfon adds, ** I with, Sir, you could obtain 


fome fuller information of Jortin, Markland, and Thirlby. ‘They were three contemporaries of 
great eminence.’’ It was in confequence of this requeit that I drew up the account of Thirlby, 
which is printed in the Gentleman’s Magazine for April 1784, p. 260 ; which having been. fhewn 
to Dr. Johnfon in the ftate of a proof theet, he added to it nearly halt of what is there printed. 
The Doétor’s MS. is now before me, and begins with ** What I can tell of Thirlby, 1 had from 
thofe who knew him; I never faw him in my life.’”?, The communication concludes with “ This 
is what I can remember.’’ I will take this opportunity of adding, that, on my thewing Dr. Johnafon 
the ** Remarks on his Life of Milton,’? which were publifhed in 8vo. 1780, he wrote on the 
‘margin of p. 14, ** In the bufinefs of Lauder, I was deceived 3 partly by thinking the man too 
frantick to be fraudulent. Of this quotation from the [Literary] Magazine [‘* a poetical fcale’”] 
I was not the author. I fancy it was put in after 1 had quitted that work; tor] not only did not 
write it, but do not remember it.’’ J. N. 

+ For this work Dr. Johnfon had contributed feveral hints towards the life of Anthony Black. 
wall, to whom, when very young, he had been fome time an ufher at Markee Boiworth-ithsel. 
Blackwall died in April 1730, before Johufon was one and twenty. J. N. 
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worth your notice; and perhaps we 
may talk alife’over. I hopé we thall 
be much together. You muft now be 
to me what you were before, and what 
dear Mr. Allen was befides. He was 
taken unexpectedly away, but I think 
he was a very good man. 


1 have made little progrefs in reco. 
very. Iam very weak, and very fleep. 
lefs; but I live on, and hope. 

Lam, Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
SAM. JOHNSON, 


LETTER VIL* Yo Mr CAVE. 


SIR, 

AS you appear no lefs fenfible 
than your readers of the defects of your 
Poetical Article, you will not be dif- 
pleafed, if, in order to the improve- 
ment of it, I communicate to you the 
fentiments of a perfon, who will un- 
dertake on reafonable terms fometimes 
to fill a column. 

His opinion is, that the public would 
not give you a bad reception, if, befide 
the current wit of the month, whicha 
critical examination would generally 
reduce to a narrow compafs, you ad- 
mitted not only poems, infcriptions, 
&c, never printed before, which he 
will fometimes fupply you with; but 


Nov. 25, 1734+ 
authors ancient or modern, forgotten 
poems that deferve revival, or loofe 
pieces, like Floyer’s, worth preferving. 
By this method your literary article, 
for fo it might be called, will, he 
thinks, be better recommended to the 

ublic, than by low jets, awkward 
badbdmuey, or the dull fcurrilities of 
either party. 

If fuch a correfpondence will be 
agreeable to you, be pleafed to inform 
me in two pofts+, what the conditions 
are on which you fhall expect it, 
Your late offert gives me no reafon 
to difiruft your generofity. If you en- 
gage in any literary projects befides this 


likewife fhort literary differtations in 
Latin or Englifh, critical remarks on if I could be fecure from having others 


rea 

* The next eight letters were preceded by the following addrefs from Mr. Nichols, to the Edit 
of the Gentleman’s Magazine : 

‘“ Mr. URBAN, Fan. 4, 1785- 

‘¢ The early part of Dr. Johnfon’s literary life is acknowledged to be that which would be 
moft generally curious, and of which it is to be-teared the means ot information are the moft fcanty. 
In fome degree to fupply this defideratum, I fend you eight of his letters, written in that period, 
to his firm triend and early patron the original projector of the Gentleman’s Magazine; and fhall 
be happy if they are the means of bringing forward any fimilar communications trom fuch of your 
very early corre{pondents as have furvived their contemporary friend. The Rev. Mr. Mofes Browne, 
the pious writer of Sunday Thoughts; the learned antiquary Paul Gemfege {who ftill adorns your 
pages as J. Row); the excellent Mifs Carter, whom he celebrated in a Greek epigram To Eliza4; 
and fome other of your original contributors, may poflibly condefcend ** to fill a column’? with 
their tribute to the memory of an old aflociate. ‘The propriety of fuch communications to the pe- 
riodical work which his own mafterly hand fo frequently adorned muft be obvious. 

** One little circumftance, which has no where yet appeared in print, I can relate to you on 
the beft authority, In 1736, Dr. |. hada particular inclination to have been engaged as an affiftant 
to the Rev. Mr. Budworth, then head-maiter of the Grammar-fchool at Brewood in Statfordthire, 
** an excellent perfon, who poffetled every talent ofa perfect inftitutor of youth, in a degree which” 
[to ufe the words of one of the brighteit ornaments in literature|]] ** has been rarely found in 
any of that profeffion fince the days of Quintilian.’? Mr. Budworth, ** who was lefs known in 
his life-time, from that obfcure fituation to which the caprice of fortune oft condemns the moft 
accomplifhed characters, than his higheft merit deferved,’’ had been bred under Mr. Blackwell at 
Market Bofworth, where Johnfon was fome time an ufher; which might naturally lead to the ap- 
plication. Mr. Budworth was certainly no ftranger to the learning or abilities of Johnfon; as he 
‘thore than once lamented his having been under the neceffity of declining the engagement, from an 
apprehenfion that the paralytic atfe¢fion, under which our great phitologift laboured through life, 
might become the object of imitation or of ridicule, among his pupils. Your’s, &c. J. NicHOLS.” 

~+ “ Anfiwered Dec. 2.’ E. Cave. 

t A prize of fifty pounds for the bett poem ‘ on Life, Death, Judgement, Heaven, and Hell.” 
See Gent. Mag. Vol. IV. p. 560. N. 

§ See Gent, Mag. Vol. VIII, p.210. N. 

| See the Dedication to Bp. Hurd’s edition of ‘’ Horace’s Epiftles to the Pifos, &c.’ ed. 
1766, p. vile Some further account of Mr. Budworth, who died in 1745, would be an acceptable 
communication to the learned world, N. 
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LETTER VIII. 
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S. Smith, to be left at the Caftle in 
Birmingham, Warwick fhire, will reach 
Your humble fervant. 


To the Same. 


SIR, Greenwich, next door to the Golden Heart, C hurch-ftreet, Fuly 12,17 37° 


HAVING obferved in your pa- 
pers very uncommon offers of encou- 
ragement to men of letters, I have 
chofen, being a ftranger in London, to 
coms iunicate to you the following de- 
fien, which, I hope, if you join in it, 
will be of advantage to both of us. 

The Hiftory of the Council of Trent 
having been lately tranflated into 
French, and publifhed with large Notes 
by Dr. Le Courayer, the reputation 
of that book is fo much revived in 
England, that, it is prefumed, a new 
tranflation of it from the Italian, to- 
gether with Le Courayer’s notes from 
the French, could not fail of a fa- 
vourable reception. 

If it be anfwered, that the Hiftory 
is already in Englifh; it muft be re- 
membered, that there was the fame ob- 
jeGtion againft Le Courayer’s under- 
taking, with this difadvantage, that the 


French had a verfion by one of their 
beft tranflators, whereas you cannot 
read three pages of the Englifh Hiftory 
without difcovering that the ftyle is 
capable of great improvements; but 
whether thofe improvements are to be 
expected from this attempt, you muft 
judge from the fpecimen, which, if 
you approve the propofal, I fhall fub- 
mit to your examination. 

Suppofe the merit of the verfions 
equal, we may hope that the addition 
of the notes will turn the balance in 
our favour, confidering the reputation 
of the annotator. 

Be pleafed to favour me with a {pee- 
dy anfwer, if you are not willing to 
engage in this fcheme; and appoint 
me a day to wait upon you, if you are. 

I am, Sir, your humble fervant, 
SAM. JOHNSON. 


LETTER IX. Toa the Same. 


SIR, 


WHEN I took the liberty of 
writing to you a few days ago, I did 
not expect a repetition cf the fame 
pleafure fo foon; for a pleafure I fhall 
always think it to converfe in any 
manner with an ingenious and candid 
man; but having the inclofed poem in 
my hands to difpofe of for the benefit 
of the author (of whofe abilities I fhall 
fay nothing, fince I fend you his per- 
formance) I believed I could not pro- 
cure more advantageous terms from any 
perfon than from you, who have fo 
much diflinguifhed yourfelf by your 
generous encouragement of poetry ; and 
whofe judgement of that art nothing 
but your commendation of my trifle* 
can give me an occafion to call in quef- 
tion. I do not doubt but you will 
look over this poem with another eye, 
and reward it in a different manner, 
from a mercenary bookfeller, who 
counts the lines he is to purchafe, and 


* His Ode “* Ad Urbanum”’ probably. N. 


No. 6, Caftle-ftreet, Wednefday morning. | No date. 1738.} 


confiders nothing but the bulk. I can- 
not help taking notice, that, befides 
what the author may hope for on ac- 
count of his abilities, he has likewife 
another claim to your regard, as he 
lies at prefent under very difadvan- 
tageous circumftances of fortune. [ 
beg therefore that you will favour me 
with a letter to-morrow, that I may 
know what you can afford to allow 
him, that he may either part with it 
to you, or find out (which I do not 
expect) fome other way more to his fa- 
tisfaction. 

I have only to add, that as I am 
fenfible I have tranfcribed it very 
coarfely, which, after having altered 
it, I was obliged to do, I will, if you 
pleafe to tranfmit the fheets from the 
prefs, correct it for you; and will take 
the trouble of altering any ftroke of 
fatire which you may diflike. 

By exerting on this occafion your 
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ufual generofity, you will not only en- 
courage learning, and relieve diftrefs, 
but (though it be in comparifon of the 


June 
other motives of very fmall account) 
oblige in a very fenfible manner, 

Sir, your very humble fervant, 
Sam. JOHNSoN*, 


LETTER X. Jo the Same. 


SIR, 


I waited on you to take the copy 
to Dodfley’s: as 1 remember the num- 
ber of lines which it contains, it will 
be longer than Eugeniof, with the 
quotations, which mutt be fubjoined 
at the bottom of the page, part of the 
beauty of the performance rif any beau- 
ty be allowed it) confifting in adapting 
Juvenal’s fentiments to modern fats 
and perfons. It will, with thofe ad- 
ditions, very conveniently make five 
fheets. And fince the expence will be 
no more, I fhall contentedly infure it, 


LETTER XI. 


SIR, 


I Am extremely obliged by your 
kind letter, and will not fail to attend 
you to-morrow with Irene, who looks 
upon you as one of her beit friends. 

I was to-day with Mr. Dodfley, who 
declares very warmly in favour of the 
paper you fent him, which he defires 
to have a fhare in, it being, as he fays, 
a creditable thing to be concerned in. I 
knew not what anfwer to make tll I 
had confulted you, nor what to de- 
mand on the author’s part, but am very 


[No datet. | 


as I mentioned in my laft. If it be 
not therefore gone to Dodfley’s, I beg 
it may be fent me by the penny-pott, 
that 1 may have it in the evening. | 
have compofed a Greek epigrara to 
Eliza, and think fhe ought to be cele. 
brated in as many different languages 
as Lewis le Grand. Pray fend me word 
when you will begin upon the poem, 
for it is along way to walk§. I would 
leave my epigram, but have not day. 
light to tranicribe it. 
Iam, Sir, your’s, &c. 

SAM. JOHNSON, 
To the Same. 

[ No date. } 
willing that, if you pleafe, he fhould 
have a part in it, as he will undoubt- 
edly be more diligent to difperfe and 
promote it. 
to-morrow. what I fhall fay to him, I 
will fettle matters, and bring the poem 
with me for the prefs, which, as the 
town empties, we cannot be too quick 
with. 

Iam, Sir, your’s, &c. 
SAM. JOHNSON, 


LETTER 


* The poem, or fatire, mentioned in this and the following letters, muft doubtlefs have been 


If you can fend me word . 


our author’s own ** London,”’ which was publifhed by R. Dodfley, in May 1738, and is recorded 
in the Gent. Mag. Vol. VIII. p. 269, as ** being remarkable for having got to the fecond edition 
in the fpace of a week.’’ N. 

+ This letter muft have been written in April 1738, as appears from an accidental memorandum 
on the back of it, and from the epigram to Eliza { Mifs Carter], which was printed in that month’s 
Magazine, p. 210, both in Greek and Latin. ‘Ihe three following letters were alfo written in 
1738. N. 

{ ‘* Eugenio, a Virtuous and Happy Life, infcribed to Mr. Pope,’’ publifhed by Dodfley in 
April 1737. The author of this poem, a work by no means deftitute of public fpirit, and which 
had had the advantage of being correcied by Dean Swift (fee the Supplement to his Works, Vol. II. 
tm. 8vo. p. 459) was Mr. Beach, a wine-merchant at Wrexham, in Denbighfhire, a man of 
learning, of great humanity, of an eafy fortune, and much refpected. He is faid by fome to have 
entertained very blameable notions in religion; but this appears rather to be conjecture than a well- 
eftablifhed faét. It is certain he was at times grievoufly afflicted with a terrible diforder in his 
head, to whic’: his friends afcribed his melancholy exit. On the 17th of May, 1737, in lefs than 
a month after the publication of his poem, he cut his throat with fuch fhocking refolution, that it 
was reported his head was almoft fevered trom his body. This fhocking cataftrophe is thus men- 
tioned by Abp. Herring (then Bp. of Bangor) in one of his letters to Mr. Duncombe, p. 54. ‘** The 
verfes you fent me are very fenfible and touching: and the fentiments in them, I doubt not, ex- 
hilirated the blood for fome time, and fufpended the black execution; but his diftemper, it may 
be faid, got the better, and carried him off at laft. I would willingly put the beft conitruction upon 
thele melancholy accidents, and thus leave the fufferers to the Father of Mercies.’”? And an * Epi- 
logue to Cato, tor the fcholars at Wrexham, 1735,’’ thews how much better Mr. Beach could 
think than act. N. 


4 He lived at that time in Caftle-ftreet, Cavendifh-fquare. N. 
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SIR, 

I Did not care to detain your fer- 
yant while I wrote an anfwer to your 
jetter, in which you feem to infinuate 
that I had promifed more than I am 
realy to perform. If I have raifed 
your expectations by any thing that 
may have efcaped my memory, I am 
forry; and if you will remind me of 
jt, fhall thank you for the favour. If 
| made fewer alterations than ufual in 
the Debates*, it was only becaufe there 
appeared, and ftill appears to be, lefs 
need of alteration. ‘The verfes to La- 
dy Firebrace may be had when you 
leafe, for you know that fuch a fub- 
jet neither deferves much thought, nor 
requires it. 


[To Lady FIREBRACE, at Bury Affizes t. 


AT length muft Suffolk’s beauties thine in vain, 

$o long renown’d in B n’s deathle!s ftrain ? 

Thy charms at leaft, fair Firebrace, might infpire 

Some zealous bard to wake the {leeping lyre, 

For fuch thy beauteous mind and lovely face, 

Thou feem’it at once, bright nymph, a Mufe 
and Grace. | 


The Chinefe Storiest may be had, 
folded down, when you pleafe to fend, 
inwhich I do not recollect that you 
defired any alterations to be made. 

An anfwer to another query I am 





* Thofe in the Senate of Lilliput. N. 


+ The verfes are here added from the Gent. Mag. Vol. VIII. p. 486. 
third daughter of Philip Bacon, Efq. of Ipfwich, and reli& of 
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413 
To the Same. 

Wednefday. 
very willing to write, and had confult. 
ed with you about it laft night if there 
had been time; for I think it the moft 
proper way of inviting fuch a corre- 
fpondence as may be an advantage to 
the paper, not aload upon it. 

As to the Prize Verfes, a backward. 
nefs to determine their degrees of me- 
rit is not peculiar to me. You may, 
if you pleafe, ftill have what I can 
fay; butI fhall engage with little fpi- 
rit in an affair, which [ fhall Jard/y end 
to my own fatisfaction, and certainly 
not to the fatisfaction of the parties 
concerned §. 

As to Father Paul|], I have not yet 
been juft to my Propofal, but have met 
with impediments, which, I hope, are 
now at an end; and if you find the 
progrefs hereafter not fuch as you have 
a right to expect, you can eafily ftimu- 
late a negligent tranflator. 

If any or all of thefe have contri- 
buted to your difcontent, I will endea- 
vour to remove it; and defire you to 


-propofe the queftion to which you wifh 


for an anfwer. 
Iam, Sir, your humble fervant, 
Sam. JOHNSON. 


LETTER 


This lady was Bridget, 
hilip Evers, Efq. of that town. 





She became the fecond wife of Sir Cordell Firebrace, the laft baronet of that name (to whom the 


brought a fortune of 25,0001.) July 26, 1737. 


Being again left a widow in 1759, fhe was a third 


time married, April 7, 1762, to William Campbell, Efq. uncle to the prefent Duke of Argyle; 


und died uly 3» 1782. N. 
t Du 


alde’s Defcription of China was then publifhing by Mr. Cave in weekly numbers, whence 


— was to felect pieces for the embellifhment of the Magazine. See a letter of his, figned 


ubulus, Vol. VIII. p. 365. N. 


§ The premium of 4ol. propofed for the beft poem on the Divine Attributes is here alluded to. 
A former prize of sol. had been determined in 1736 by three judges (we know not whether John- 
fon was one) whofe decifions were delivered to the public by Dr. Birch. See Gent. Mag. Vol. V. 
p» 726, and Vol. VI. p. 59. Dr. Mortimer, Sec. R. 5. was affociated with Dr. Birch in declaring 


the decifion. N. 


|. The following Advertifement from ‘* The Weekly Mifcellany, O&. 21, 1738,’’ may now be 
tonfidered as acuriofity. ‘** Juft publithed, Propofals for printing the Hiftory of the Council of 
Trent, tranflated from the Italian of Father Paul Sarpi; with the Author’s Life, and Notes theo- 
bgical, hiftorical, and critical, from the French Edition of Dr. Le Courayer. To which are 


added, Obfervations on the Hittory 
printed and manufcript. By S. Johafon. 


and Notes; and Iiluftrations from various Authors; both 
1. The work will confiit of two hundred theets, and be 
two volumes in quarto, printed on good paper and letter. 


2. The price will be 18s. each volume, 


to be paid half a guinea at the time of fubfcribing, half a guinea at the delivery of the firft volume, 


and the reft at the delivery of the fecond volume in sheets. 


heet lefs than two hundred. 


3- Two-pence to be abated for every 


It may be had on a large paper, in three volumes, at the price of 


guineas; one to be paid at the time of fubfcribing, another at the delivery of the firft, and 

the reft at the delivery of the other volumes. The work is now in the prefs, and will be diligently 
ofecuted. Subfcriptions are taken in by Mr. Dodiley in Pall-Mall, Mr. Rivington in St. Paul's 

hurch-yard, by E. Cave at St. John’s Gate, and the Trantlator, Ne. 6, in Cattle-firset, by Ca- 


adith-{quare.’’ N. 
4 
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Dear Sir, 


I Am pretty much of your opi- 
nion, that i Commentary cannot be 
profecuted with any appearance of fuc- 
cefs; for as the names of the authors 
concerned are of more weight in the 
performance than its own intrinfic me- 
rit, the public will be foon fatisfied 
with it. And I think the Examen 
fhould be pufhed forward with the 
utmoft expedition. ‘Thus, ** This day, 
&c. An Examen of Mr. Pope’s Effay, 
&c. containing a fuccinét Account of 
the Philofophy of Mr. Leibnitz on 
the Syftem of the Fatalifts, with a 
Confutation of their Opinions, and an 
Illuftration of the Doctrine of Free- 
will*;” [with what elfe you think 
proper]. 

It will, above all, be neceflary to 


BIOGRAPHY. 


LETTER XiIIl. 





June 





To the Sane. 





[No date.] 


take notice, that it is a thing difting 
from the Commentary. 

Iwas fo far from imagining they 
ftood itillt, that I conceived them to 
have a good deal beforehand, and 


therefore was lefs anxious in poe 


them more. But if ever they ftan 
fill on my account, it muft doubtlef 
be charged to me; and whatever elfe 
fhall be reafonable, I fhall not oppofe; 
but beg a fufpenfe of judgement till 
morning, when I muft intreat you to 
fend me a dozen propofals, and you 
fhall then have copy to fpare. 
Iam, Sir, your’s, impranfus, 
SAM. JOHNSON, 
Pray mufter up the propofals if you 
can, or let the boy recall them from 
the bookfellers. 


LETTER XIV. To the Same. 


Dear Sir, 


YOU may remember I have for- 
merly talked with you about a Mili- 
tary Dictionary. The eldeit Mr. Mac- 
bean, who was with Mr. Chambers, 
has very good materials for fuch a 
work, which I have feen, and will do 
it at a very low rate. I think the 
terms of War and Navigation might 
be comprifed with good explanations 


[No date.] 


in one 8vo Pica, which he is willing 
to do for twelve fhillings a fheet, to 
be made up a guinea at the fecond 
impreffion. If you think on it, I will 
wait on you with him. 
lam, Sir, 
Your humble fervant, 
SAM. JOHNSON, 
Pray lend me Topfel on Animals. 


MATHEMATICS, 
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* This treatife was publifhed, price 2s. in November, 1738, under the title of *¢ An Exami- 
nation of Mr. Pope’s Effay on Man; containing a fuccinét View of the Syftem of the Fatalitts, 
and a Confutation of their Opinions; with an Illuftration of the Dottrine of Free-will, and an 
Enquiry what View Mr. Pope might have in touching upon the Leibnitzian Philofophy and Fa- 
talifm. By Mr. Croufaz, Profeffor of Philofophy and Mathematicks at Laufanne, &c. Printed 
for A. Dodd, without Temple Bar, and fold by the Bookfellers.’” See Gent. Mag. Vol. VIII. 
pp- 608, 664. N. 

‘* Crufaz was a profeffor of Switzerland, eminent for his Treatife of Logick, and his Examen 
de Pyrrbonifme, and, however little known or regarded here, was no mean antagonift. His mind 
was one of thofe in which philofophy and piety are happily united. He was accuftomed to argu- 
ment and difquifition, and perhaps was grown too defirous of detecting faults; but his intentions 
were always right, his opinions were folid, and his religion pure. His inceflant vigilance for the 
promotion of piety difpofed him to look with diftruft upon all metaphyfical fyftems of theology, 
and all fchemes of virtue and happinefs purely rational; and therefore it was not long before he was 
perfuaded that the pofitions of Pope, as they terminated for the moft part in natural religion, were 
intended to draw mankind away from revelation, and to reprefent the whole courfe of things as 4 
neceilary concatenation of indiffoluble fatality; and it is undeniable, that in many paflages a reli- 
gious eye may eafily difcover expreffions not very favourabie to morals, or toliberty.’? Dr. JouNSONs 

+ The compofitors in Mr. Caye’s printing-office, who appear by this letter to have then waited 
for.copy. N. ) 
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MATHEMATICS. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 
SIR, : 

OTWITHSTANDING Mr. Vince has fufficiently, in the laft volume of 

the Philofophical TranfaGtions, explained the third part of his paper on 

the Summation of infinite Series in the Tranfattions for the year 1782, yet as 
the Monthly Reviewer for December 1783 has treated that gentleman very un- 
handfomely, I fhall, as a friend to fcience, efteem it a favour if you will infert 
the following obfervations on his criticifm. After afew very obfcure obferva- 
tions on the two firft parts of the paper, which I confefs I do not comprehend, 
he fays, ** it would make ouraccount of this article much too long, to illuftrate, 
by particular examples, what we have here advanced concerning the two firft 
parts, efpecially as we fhall be obliged to do it in reviewing the third, which 
is by far more exceptionable.” Now by the word exceptionable he means wrong, 
when applied to the third part, and therefore it muft mean wroxg when applied 
to the two firft. Now I think it is more than probable that as he makes the 
office of a critic to confift wholly in finding fault, had there been any errors 
in the two firft parts (as he imagines there are in the third) he would have pro- 
duced them to the public. As there is however no anfwering general charges, 
let us fee what fpecific ones he has brought. He fays, “* although we allow 


"aol. .- 2 I 
that the quantity <7 expanded by common divifion gives the feries ae! oe ge 
rrr 





+ — &e. ad infinitum; yet the feries is by no means equal to the faid quan- 
. 


tity. For if the divifion be continued ever fo infinitely, there will ftill be a 


: I . , I 1 I I I 
remainder of pete confequently the faid quantity —- = = ——— +— 
r+r r 


+r or r r r 
—&c. ad infinitum + + , and therefore by tranfpofition, the fum of the in- 
r+r : 


: ae I I I od ; 
finite feries -— — + — — — 4 &c. ad infinitum, is aQually equal to no- 
r r r r 


thing, as common fenfe would tell us it ought to be.” Now I think common 





— a 


r+r 
according as you take an even or an odd number of terms; for this introduétion 


of a remainder neceflarily fuppofes a termination of the feries, and there is cer- 
tainly nothing given in the feries that confines the termination to an evez in 
preference to an odd number of terms; according’ to his own method of reafon- 


. . . . I 
fenfe might have told the reviewer that the remainder is not ese kot + 
rrr 


’ I I I I 
ing, therefore, —— — + — —&c. may =oor —. 
r r r r 


Again he obferves, that the fum of the feries } — } + 3 —&c. which muft 
necefjarily have as many negative terms as affirmative, and whercin every negative 
term is greater than its correfpondent affirmative one; to fuppofe, we fay, that 
the fum of fuch a feries can poflibly be an, affirmative quantity, is as great an 
abfurdity as can well be imagined.” Now upon his own fuppofition, that the 
feries terminates at an infinite diftance, why an even rather than an add 
number of terms fhould be takenI cannot conceive; I am fure there is nothin 
in the given feries which confines it to one any more than the other; fuch a 
feries is therefore one of the reviewer’s own, and not one which Mr. V. pro- 
pofed to be fummed. Befides, according to his method of reafoning, we may 
make the fum of the feries either affirmative or negative; for according to him 
—F+i— +t + &c. ad infinitum, is afirmative, becaufe each negative term is 
LoNp. Mac. June 178s. 3 H lefs 
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lefs than its correfpondent affirmative one; now add to it } and then} — } +3 
— $+ &c. ad infinitum is affirmative; which feries by the fame method of rea. 
foning, each affirmative term being lefs than its correfpondent negative one, is 
alfo megative; than which (to ufe the reviewer’s own words) a greater abfurdi 
cannot well be imagined. Again he fays, ‘* that, contrary to what he has af. 
ferted, the fums of all the feries in his third part, are the fame as of thofe that 
are formed by collecting two terms of the original feries into one, beginnin 
at the fr? term: but this is not the cafe when we begin to colleét at the /econd, 
And we may affign a reafon for this, by confidering, that as we begin to colle@ 
only at the fecond term, the firft is not at all concerned in the colleétion and 
therefore cannot with propriety be confidered as a part of the feries fo collected,” 
Now, what this has to do when applied to Mr. Vince’s method of reafoning 
I cannot conceive; for whoever will give himfelf the trouble to look at his me. 
thod of fummation, will find, that he adds the firft term to the feries formed 
by collecting two terms into one, beginning at the fecond, and therefore the 
refulting feries muft be equal to the original feries, and confequently equal to 
the feries formed by collecting two terms into one, beginning at the firft term, 
But by the reviewer’s method of reafoning he deduces the following extraordi- 
nary conclufion; that, ‘* the /um of the origizal feries when we begin to colle 
at the fecond term, muft be greater by unity than when we begin to collect at 
the firft.” That is, the fame feries, without the alteration of any one circum. 
ftance in the data, has two different values. Thefe are the principles upon 
which the reviewer has objected to Mr. Vince’s method of fummation of feries 
in the third part of his paper. His conclufions muft be wrong upon his own 

rinciples, and had they been right they would have proved nothing againf 
him, as he totally mifunderitood the fubjeét. 

I fhall conclude with an obfervation upon the reviewer’s criticifm on Mr, 
Hellins’s paper containing a new method of finding the equal roots of an equa- 
tion by divifion. He fays, * all that is here faid, and whatever has been done 
on the fubject by the method above defcribed, can only anfwer when the equal 
roots have each the fame fign; to equations with egua/ roots, under contrary 
figns, it is quite inapplicable.” ‘That is, when the egua/ roots are unequal, the 
rule fails! Tok Sir, your's, &c. A. M, 








ANSWERS TO MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS, 
$5. QuesTion (III. Jan.) anfwered by Mr. G. SANDERSON. 


CONSTRUCTION, 
Mart AD equal to the given differ- 


ence of the fegments of the bafe, 
which bife& in E, and ere& the indefi- 
nite perpendicular EK; then (by Prob. 
XIII. p. 220, Simpfon’s Geom.) defcribe 
the circle HCF fuch, that lines drawn 
from A and D, to meet in the circumfe- 
rence, may obtain the given ratio of the 
fides. Then (Py Prob. XLVII. p. 14, A 
in the Mag. for July, 1784) draw the 
tangent GCK fo as to be bifeéted in the point C; let fall the perpendicular CI, 
and make IB = DI, draw DC, CB, and ACB is the triangle required. 


DEMONSTRATION. 


Draw CQ parallel to AD, meeting EX in Q. Then, becaufe AD is bifested in 
£, and DB in I (by conftruétion) it is manifeft that the parallelogram EQCI, is 
equal to the triangle ACB, but the tangent KG is bife&ed in the point of contad 
€ (by conftrugtion) therefore the rectangle EQCI is the greateft that can be in- 

4 {cribed 
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(cribed in the triangle EKG, by Theorem VIII. Cor. and Scholium, p. 199, Simp- 
fon's Geom. Therefore the triangle ACB is a maximum. Now becaufe DB is 
bifefted by the perpendicular CI, CB=DC; therefore, AC and CB are in the 
given ratio; and AD is equal to the difference of AI and IB. Q. E. D. 


DEMONSTRATION of Tueo. I. being 88. Question (II, Feb.) by Mr, 
Tuomas Moss, the Propofer. 


Draw the chordsCE and CF. Then, 
fince (by hyp. and the prop. of the circle) 
EF is parallel to CD, and the fum of 
theangles ECD and FDC is lefs than 
two right angles, and alfo the diameter 
CD and the chord EF are bife&ted in R 
and K. by the diameter AB, it therefore 
evidently follows (éy Euc. 2. 6) that 
CF paffes through the point I; and 
therefore (becaufe the angle DFC is in 
a femi-circle) it is manifeit that the 
right-angled triangles DRG and DFC, as well as IFG and IRC, are fimilar; 
whence the angles RCI, FGI, and (dy dyp.) GFH are equal, and confequently 
the complements of thofe angles are hkewife equal; that is, RIC (or FIH) =1FH; 
and therefore the triangle FIH is evidently an ifofceles one, and fo is likewife FAG 
(by byp.) 3 whence it is plain that 1H (—=FH) =GH. Q. E. D. 

Cor. 1. Hence it is evident, when the radius RF is drawn, that the angles RFC 
and RCF are equal, and confequently the angle RFC + IFH is = RCI + RIC 
(FIH) = aright-angle; whence RFH is alfo a right-angle, and confequently HF 
is a tangent to. the circle. 

Cor. If. Hence, bec ufe HE (when drawn) is manifeftly = HF, it is alfo evi- 
dent that the circumference of a circle defcribed about the center H, with the ra- 
dius H¥, will likewife pafs through the points I, E, and G. 











DEMONSTRATION to TueEo. II. being 89, QuesTiONn (III. Feb.) by the 
fame Gentleman. 


It is evident (by Euc. 31. 3.) that the C 
angle EDF, ftanding in a femi circle, is a 
right-angle; and, cherefore, fin-e (by bypo- 
thefis) the angles GDH and DGH are equal, 
the angles KDH and DEKH, being the com- B 
plements of thefe angles, muft evidently be A — G 
equal to each other; and confequently DHK K 
isan ifofceles triangle, and fo is alfo DHG 
(by byp.) ; whence KH (=DH) —GH. 


.£. D. 
es D 


go. QueEsTion (IV. Feb.) is, unfortunately, not fufficiently limited, 








gt. Question (I. March) anfwered by NumeEricus,' the propoler, 


Let x atid y reprefent the required numbers. Then their cubes will be x3 and 
yp; their fum x+y, the cube of which is x3-+3x%y+ 3xy*+y3, and the fum of their 
cubes is x3 +43: conlequently, x343%*y+ 3xy?+73 —x3+y73 +42, OF x2y + xy? 

2 
a and x*+yx = —, which by completing the {quare, becomes x*+yx + a = 
3 37 


2 
= + 5 ay Hence y muft be taken fo as to make — + = a fquare number: 
y ‘ 


but 2 being a fquare number, and 4 and 3 the fides of two fquares whofe fum is 
4 


—_— 2 
a fquare number, it follows that A. * *- 4:33 and therefore 3 ree 
3 : hy 


= 2); 
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=2zy, andy = ‘owe The above equation, therefore, after completing the 
2 


fquare will be ot fixer? Soa? fi f= 
2 256 81 256 


—_e_—_ 


"0/7 aoa} and by extrafting the fquare roots x + ~ "2 = \/ = 
207 36 2 a 144, 
orx= > 2 gt 

: 2 


144 
92. Question (If. March) anfwered by Mr. WiLLiaM Kare, of Wakefield, 


ANALYSIS. 

Suppofe the thing done, and that ABC G 
is the triangle required. Draw DF pa- 
rallel to AB and equath to half the given 
fum of the fides, which it ts manifek will 
bifest AC in E, and it is farther evident 
that DE will be equal to half AB, and of 
cdurfe EF muft be equal to half AC, viz. 
to AE: wherefore if F and A be joined 
the 2 AFE will be equal to the 2 FAE, 
and therefore each of them tohalfthez B 
AED (Euc.1- and 32); but AED is the fupplement of DEC which is mani- 
feftly gee to the vertical ¢ of the A, confequently F is equal to half the fupple- 
ment of the vertical 2, and hence this 

CONSTRUCTION. 

Draw DF = to half the given fum of the fides, and from F draw FG indefinitely 
to make with FD an angle equal to half the fuppleiment of the given vertical 7 : at. 
D, witb a radius equal to the given bife&ting line cut FG in A, and from A draw 
AC to make the 2 FAC=F, and make EC—AE; through D draw CB indefi- 
nitely, and from A, parallei to DF, draw AB meeting CB in B, and ABC is the 


triangle required. 
DEMONSTRATION. 

AE or EF= 4 AC by eonftruétion; ** as DE is parallel to AB, DE — I AB, 
confequently DF= 3 AB+AC. ZAEDMEAF+AFE by I. 32. = 2EFA, by 
conft. =the fupplement of the given vertical angle, and *.* becaufe of the parallels 
AB,DE, BAC is the given vertical angle; laftly, AD is by conftr. = the gives 
bifeéting line, “and it does bife&t the bafe BC by VI. 2. becaufe AE=EC and DE 
is parallel to AB. Q. E. D, 














Another Anfwer to the fame, by Mr. G. SanpErson, 
CONSTRUCTION, 

Make CD eqnal the given fum of the fides, and make 
the angle CDF equal to half the fupplement of the C 
given ene, allio upon the point C, as a center, witha 
radius equal to twice the given. bifecting line, let a cir- y/ \ 
cle nFm, be defcribed, cutting DF in F. Join CF, // \ 
and make the angle DFA—CDF, and let FA cut CD / 
in A. From A, through E, the middle of CF, draw / \ 
AB, meeting AB, drawn parallel to FA, ‘in B, and 
ACB is the triangle required. 


DEMONSTRATION. AL / 


Becaufe CF is equal to twice CE, equal to twice the \ 

given bifecting line, and CB is parallel to FA (by con- 

itruétion); therefore AE — EB, and CB=AF, and / 7 \ 

the angle BCEF=CEA; confequently ACB is equal to ——Y 
the fupplement of CAF, equal. (becaufe AFD—CDF 
by conft.) to the fupplement of twice CDF; and. AD m 
—AF—CB; therefore, AC + CB = AD, the given 

jum of the fides. 
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MISCELLANY. 
MATHEMATICAL QUESTIONS. 


100. Question I. dy Mr. THomas Topp, of Darlington, 


To determine the leaft femi-parabola that will circumfcribe a given circle by 
an analytical procefs, and the diftin& value of all the roots in the refulting 


equation. 


ror. Question II. by Tasso, of Briftol. 


In a right-angled triangle there are given the fum of the two legs, and the 
fum of the hypothenufe and perpendicular, let fall upon it from the right angle, 


to conftruét the triangle. 


102. Question III. dy the fame Gentleman. 


Given the vertical angle of a plane triangle, the perpendicular let fall from 
it on the bafe, and the rectangle of the fegments of the bafe made thereby to 


conftruct the triangle. 








THE MISCELLANY. 


FOR THE LONDON MAGAZINE. 
THOUGHTS ON THE SLAVERY OF THE NEGROES. 
(Concluded from our laf, page 365.) 


HAT the produce of the Weft- 

Indian Iflands cannot be attained, 
like that of other countries, by the ef- 
forts of voluntary fervitude, it will 
be difficult to prove. Other countries 
are fituated in the fame climates, but 
the fame degree of domeftic tyranny 
exifts no where, except in America, 
in fome parts of which fteps are now 
taking towards the abolition of it. 
The degree of heat which makes la- 
bour irkfome, frequently leffens the 
neceflity of it by a luxurious vegeta- 
tion, and the hope of reward is a 
ftronger incentive to induftry, than the 
dread of punifhment. ‘The working 
of mines was formerly thought to be 
fit employment only for flaves or cri- 
minals, yet, with proper’ encourage- 
ment, moft of them, at leaft in Europe, 
are now chearfully and advantageoufly 
wrought by hired labourers. ‘* ‘There 
is no labour (fays an author before 
cited) fo painful, that it cannot be 
proportioned to the ftrength of the 
workman, provided that reafon, not 
avarice, be the rule. ‘The application 
of mechanical inventions may, in ma- 


ny inftances, fupply the place of fer- 


* Montefquieu de l’Efprit des Loix, 1. xy. ch. $ 


vile labour. ‘There is not perhaps a 
climate on the earth, where freemen 
may not be engaged to work. Be- 
caufe laws were bad, men were found 
to be idle; becaufe they are idle, they 
are put ina ftate of flavery*.” ‘The 
expence of cultivation might poffibly 
be fomewhat increafed by procuring 
free labourers. inftead of flaves, though 
even that is doubtful; but what is the 
price, or indeed the exiftence, of the 
articles cultivated by flaves, in com- 
parifon with the mifery and oppreflion 
by which they are produced? The 
objection, from motives of commercial 
policy, amounts to this, that the claims 
of religion and morality ought to be 
fubfervient to thofe of avarice and 
luxury, and that it is better thoufands 
of poor unoffending people fhould be 
degraded and deftroyed in the moft 
abject flavery, than that the inhabi- 
tants of Europe fhould pay a higher 

price for their rum, rice, and fugar. 
Slavery, amongft the ancients, may 

be traced to three original fources. 
Firft, Debtors who fold themfelves 
to their creditors: the injuftice of 
which need not be expatiated vpon; 
for, 
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for, as the flave is allowed to poffefs 
no property, it is plain he can receive 
no equivalent for the furrender of his 
life and his liberty, both which are 
held to be in the mafter’s difpofal. 

Secondly, Captives taken in war: 
the iniquity of which is equally evi- 
dent, when it is confidered, that the 
right over a vanquifhed enemy extends 
only to reftraining him from commit- 
ting future injuries, and not to any 
kind of punifhment. 

Thirdly, Birth: which depending 
on one of the other fources, can claim 
no principle of juftification but what 
they poffefs, nor even fo much, as the 
innocent children can neither be con- 
fidered as debtors nor enemies. 

The hiftory of the Africans prefents 
us with an additional fource, a dif- 
graceful commerce, in which the flaves 
are bought at a public mart, ftowed 
together as the common cargo of the 
veffel, without regard to decency, 
cleanlinefs, or health, and caft over- 
board in cafe of fhort allowance or 
danger, without reluctance or pity. 
For the fupport of this commerce re- 
courfe is 2 santtiect had to violence, 
or fraud, and it is an indifputable fact, 
that, befides the temptation which a 
conftant market for flaves holds out to 
the avarice, or the intemperance of the 
natives, arts have frequently been prac- 
tifed to foment wars among them. 
We find no inflance among the ancient 
Heathens, of fuch a traffic with their 
captives, nor of that fyftematic op- 
preffion with which the negroes are 
treated at this day by profefied Chrif- 
tians. Slavery amongit the Greeks 
and Romans was frequently mitigated 
to fervitude; and amongft the Jews, 
a people to whom, for the. hardnefs 
of their hearts, we are told, ‘* Sta- 
tutes were given, which were not 
good*,” it was either limited in du- 
ration, or confented to by the parties 
themfelves; except with refpeét to the 
Heathens around them+, whom they 
were commiffioned, by an exprefs com- 
mand, which no other nation can af- 
fume asa precedent, not only to en- 
flave, but in many inftances utterly to 
extirpate and deftroy. Yet to do juft- 


* Ezek. xx. 29. 


ly, and to love mercy, are precepts de- 
livered under the Jewifh difpenfation ; 
and, in the immediate adminiftration 
of the theocracy, we find no fubjett 
more fruitful of complaint and chaf- 


tifement, than the oppreffion of the 


pons and the flaves. Amongft the 
omans, the flaves were indulged with 
fome property of their own, the re- 
ward of their induftry and good beha- 
viour, which was diftinguifhed by the 
name of jpeculium; a laudable prattice, 
which the French alfo have imitated 
in their own iflands, as has been men- 
tioned. In the Englifh iflands, the 
laws, fo far from allowing them a pe- 
culium, afford them no prote¢tion from 
the moft atrocious injuries. That death 
to which as captives of war they 
might, however unjuftly, be doomed, 
is furely ill exchanged for a life of fuch 
degradation and pain. At all events, 
if the principles and progrefs of fla- 
very be founded in injuftice, no fanc- 
tion of antiquity can warrant its con- 
tinuance. 

However incumbent it be on the 
individuals concerned in this fpecies 
of property to fatisfy the demands of 
me and confcience by relinquifhing 
it, experience has taught, that it is 
too deeply entangled with motives of 
intereft and habits of power to be vo- 
luntarily. abandoned, at leaft in any 
general line. The fenfe of what is 
right, too frequently requires the fa- 
lutary afliflance of law to overcome 
the temptation to perfevere in what is 
known to be wrong. ‘The alteration 
and gradual fubverfion of this fyftem, 
can only be hoped for from the inter- 
pofition of the Britifh legiflature, 
which would, in this inftance, be 
granted with peculiar propriety, be- 
caufe the revenue of the government, 
the profits of the merchants, and the 
luxury of the people, have involved 
the whole nation as participes criminis : 
and the burthen of reftoring to the 
Africans their alienated rights fhould 
not prefs too partially on the planters, 
who adopted, not introduced, this ini- 
quitous traffick, and have purfued it 
under the patronage of Britain, but 
fhould be om by all who fhare in 
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its advantages. The firft meafure which 
refents itfelf to the wifh of humanity, 
eems to be the abfolute prohibition 
of all importations of flaves into any 
part of the Britifh dominions, The 
emancipation of thofe already in fla- 
very, and the means of congue fup- 
plies of freemen, will claim, no doubt, 
the matureft deliberation of wife and 
experienced men. Perhaps it may not 
be impracticable to hire the negroes 
fairly in their own country, embark 
them with their own confent, and al- 
low them to return, in a limited time, 
if they chofe it: perhaps, by encou- 
ragement of population, to which fla- 
very has always. proved an invincible 
obftacle*, a fucceflion of the prefent 
race in the iflands might be continued 
as free fervants: or perhaps a fupply 
of voluntary labourers ate procured 
from other nations. 
There may be fome well-difpofed 
minds who think that if the flaves 
were better treated, and properly in- 
ftruéted in the Chriftian religion, their 
condition might give them an oppor- 
tunity, not afforded in their own 
country, of learning the truths of the 
gofpel, of quitting the idolatry of 
their anceftors, and of making their 
temporal toil conduce to their eternal 
happinefs. Thus Louis XIII. who 
eftablithed this worft fpecies of tyranny 
in the French colonies, after a conflict 
between his humanity and his fuper- 
ftition, iffued at length the fatal edid, 
becaufe he was told it was the fureft 
way of converting the Africanst. It 
muft be confeffed, to the difgrace of 
the Englifh nation and the Proteftant 
rofeffion, that religious inftruétion 
been more attended to in the Po- 
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pifh colonies than in the Englith, 
where, indeed, attempts of Py 1 
have not merely been neglected, but 
have been obftructed. It cannot, how- 
ever, be admitted that even fuch a 
plan, conducted with zeal and libe- 
rality, though laudable in itfelf, would 
reconcile the negro-trade with the 
principles of humanity. The end can- 
not juftify the means. It never was 
intended that the gofpel of peace fhould 
be propagated by the violation of every 
tender connection, by compulfion, and 
by fraud. 

Another plea for the regulation, ra- 
ther than the abolition, of the flave- 
trade, will probably be adduced from 
the defire of preferving an extenfive 
commerce, and from the relation of 
certain travellers and miffionaries, who 
reprefent the fecundity of women, and 
the defect of natural affection amongft 
the Africans to be fuch, that father 
will frequently exchange a fon or a 
daughter for a cow, a piece of cloth, 
or even a bottle of wine or brandy; 
and that their quarrels amongft them- 
felves are frequent, and carried on with 
the greateft animofity; the prifoners 
on both fides being branded as flaves, 
and fold, if not to Europeans, to other 
nations of the African race: from 
which it is inferred, that if prote¢tion, 
inftru@ion, and moderate ufage were 
afforded them, if all ftratagems to in- 
veigle were ftri€tly prohibited, if the 
commerce were reftrained to thofe only 
who are previoufly, and de fade, flaves, 
and if a limitation were made of the 
number to be carried in one fhip, no 
injury would be done them, the Weft 
Indian commerce would be preferved, 
and the exchange might be mutually 

beneficial 


* «¢ The remains that are found of flavery in the American colonies, and among fome European 
nations, would never furely create a defire of rendering it more univerfal. The little humanity 
commonly obferved in perfons, accuftomed from thcir infancy to exercife fo great an authority 
over their feHow-creatures, and to trample upon human nature, were fufficient alone to difguft us 
with that authority. Norcana more probable reafon be given for the fevere, I might fay, barba- 
rous manners of aacient times, than the practice of domettic flavery ; by which every man of rank 
was rendered a petty tyrant, and educated amidft the flattery, fubmiilion, and low debafement of 
his flaves.’’ *¢ If London at prefent, without increafing, needs a yeatly recruit from the country 
of five thoufand people, as is commonly computed, what mutt it require if the greateft part of the 
tradefmen and common people were flaves, and were hindered from breeding by their avaricious 
matters ?’’ AIL I pretend to infer from thefe reafonings is, that ilavery is in general difadvan- 
tageous, both to the happinefs and populoufnefs of mankind ; and that its place is much better fup- 
plied by the practice of hired fervants.”” Humes. Eff. on the Pop. of Anc. Nat. 

The fame author cites Xenophon, Demofthenes, and Piautus, in proof that the Atheniam 
treatment of their flaves was extremely gentle and indulgent. 

t Labat, as cited by Montefquieu, De i’ Efp.des Loix, |. xv. c. 4- 
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beneficial to the planters and the 
flaves. 

The infuperable objection to this 
plea, without excepting againft the 
authenticity of thefe accounts, is, that 
it is taking advantage of another’s 
wrong. If ilaves are unjuftly reduced 
to that condition by the contingencies 
of war, or the unnatural caprice of a 
parent (which, if it exifts, is probably 
owing to the polygamy and promifcu- 
ous concubinage of the negroes) no 
fubfequent purchafe can convert the 
wrong into right; as the receiver of 
ftolen goods, knowing them to be fo, 
is equally culpable with the thief. No 
right exifts, as has been fhewn, to 
alienate from another his liberty, fo 
as to fell him fora flave, and therefore 
every purchafe of a flave is in con- 
tradiction to the original inherent 
rights of mankind. Befides the in- 
juftice of the principle, which muft be 
retained under every modification of 
it, the impratticability of fuch re- 
ftri€tions is obvious. No impartial 
jurifdiGtion refides, or can refide, in 
the country, to difcriminate thofe who 
are already flaves according to the cuf- 
tom of the country, from thofe who 
are not fo, or from others, who are 


Ted into captivity for the purpofe of 
_fupplying the European markets; and 


every one knows that when intereft 
and power are combined againft the 
mere confcioufnefs of right, the for- 
mer generally prevail. 

IT omit the confideration of criminals 
who have forfeited their lives or li- 
berties. The pofterity of fuch, not 
incurring the guilt of their parents, 
cannot juftly be fubjected to the fame 
punifhment; and, of themfelves, their 
number muft be too few to anfwer the 
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purpofe of the trader or the plan. 
ter. 

If it be afked, why a fyftem, which 
has been ettablifhed and encouraged 
for near acentury, fhould xow be at. 
tacked; or why ¢4is, of the many op- 
preflions under which human nature 
groans, fhould be fingled out for com. 
plaint; the anfwer may be given in 
the words of the preacher, ‘* What. 
Joever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might.” ‘The time of the oldeft, 
and the abilities of the wifeft men, are 
too little to remedy all the defects of 
political government, or to repel the 
incurfions of vice, in the various fha 
it may affume; but, to relieve the mi- 
ferable, and to do good to all men, 
are plain and practical precepts of hu- 
manity, which fall within the line of 
every man’s duty, whenever an oppor- 
tunity offers of fulfilling them. And 
it muft entirely obviate this objeétion 
to remark, that if antiquity of fyftem 
could juftify error and oppreffion; or 
if it were an eftablifhed principle, that 
no evils were to be remedied, becanfe 
all could not, the reformed religion 
would not now fubfift, nor would the 
inguifitions have been abolifhed. 

A candid inquiry into this fubjeé 
muft furely terminate in a call upon 
thofe who are invefted with the power 
of redrefs, for the gradual indeed, but 
total abolition of flavery, in every part 
of the Britifh dominions; and, till that 
be accomplifhed, for fome authoritative 
act, to render the prefent fituation of 
the flaves more tolerable, to allow 
them fome profit from the fweat of 
their brow, to provide fome mode of 
inftructing them in ufeful truths, and 
rigidly to prohibit the importation of 
more. 
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Mi" Abington’s performance of Farren is very little, if any thing, in- 
Lady Teazle in the School for ferior in this moft pleafing character to 
Scandal, has been juftly confidered as her all-accomplifhed predeceffor; and 


one of her moft capital exertions ; Mifs 


Mifs Pope, in the character of Mrs. 
Candoui 
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Candour in the fame piece, is, if I 
may fpeak mythologically upon the 
occafion, the Gaddefs of Scandal, or at 
leaft Scandal perfonified. 

As a paticular inftance of Mrs. 
Crawford’s admirable execution in fome 
characters, I will mention her death of 
Arpafia in Rowe’s Tamerlane; which 
was only to be compared to the rapi- 
dity of electricity, or to ‘* the light- 
ning, which doth ceafe to be, ere one 
can fay—it lightens.” 

Mrs. Yates never appeared to more 
advantage than in her pathetic and claf- 
fical recitation of Mr. Sheridan’s Mo- 
nody on Garrick. Her delivery of the 
divine fpeech on mercy, in ‘The Mer- 
chant of Venice, is alfo a moft finifhed 
piece of oratory. 

Mr. Yates has been a very fine co- 
median: when Garrick played Ham- 
let, and Yates, at the fame time, the 
Grave-digger, it was a difputed point 
which of the two was moft excellent 
in his refpective charaéter: rifing per- 
formers, and declining memory or 
powers, in fome degree eclipfed and 
obfcured his fame; but in Sir Oliver 
Surface, in that great field for difplay 
of comic talents, ‘he School for Scan- 
dal, he again fhone with meridian 
luftre. 

Mr. Smith is a moft defervedly-ad- 
mired actor: in tragedy he is highly 
refpectable; in comedy eafy, humo- 
rous, and vivacious; particularly. in 
Charles Surface, in the fame admira- 
ble piece: nor do I think it too much 
to fay that in Archer, in Farquhar’s 

Beaux Stratagem, he excels even Gar- 
rick; but of the two remarkably op- 
pofite characters in that piece, Archer 
and Scrub, he can play only Archer: 
Wefton, that matchlefs actor of fim- 
plicity, and thofe parts requiring the 
trueft humour (drynefs and gravity) 
which, while the audience is convulfed 
with laughter, feems unconfcious of 
the caufe; Wefton, I fay, could, in 
like manner, of thofe'two charaéters 
play only Scrub: and herein con&fted 
a remarkable particular of Garrick’s 
merit; although he could not play 
Scrub fo well as Wefton, he could ac- 
commodate himfelf with equal facili- 
ty to that, or to Archer; to Fribble 
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or to Brute; to the aged Lufignan and 
Lear, or to the lively Ranger and ju- 
venile School-boy. It is worthy ob~ 
fervation, that although Wefton play- 
ed Scrub much better than Garrick, he 
did not play Abel Drugger quite fo 
well. 

Mr. Palmer poffeffes a verfatility be- 
yond any actor (Mr. Henderfon ex- 
cepted) now on the ftage; his per- 
formance of Jofeph Surface, in ‘The 
School for Scandal, is at leaft a refine- 
ment upon acting, if not a flight above 
it: and, notwithitanding the une- 
qualled excellence of the late Mr. Love 
in Sir Toby Belch, in Twelfth Night, 
there is much to praife in Mr, Palmer’s 
exhibition of that character; nothing 
to reprehend. 

It would be unjuft, even in thefe 
curfory obfervations, to confine my 
eulogium of Mr. Henderfon to the 
mention of oe character only; although 
that were, as I think itis, the one Fe 
excels moft in; for there are many of 
Mr. Garrick’s moft favourite charac- 
ters which he appears in with great 
credit to himfelf, and applaufe from 
the audience; that in which he has 
been thought to approach the neareft 
to his predeceffor is Hamlet: and, if 
we oppofe the declamatory {kill of Mr. 
Henderfon — a quality indifpenfably 
neceflary to the performance of this 
moft difficult charaéter—to the pathos 
and phrenzy (whether it be an aifumed 
or real madnefs in Hamlet is not here 
a queftion) of Garrick; I think it muft 
be allowed that however fhort of him 
he may fall in fome particulars, in the 
one I have mentioned, at leaft, he ex- 
ceeds him: and, as thofe ideas of per- 
fection which exift in the mind (I mean 
the neareft approaches to it we can 
conceive) are generally produced by a 
compofition of feleéted excellencies and 
beauties; he who would form to him- 
felf an idea of a perfec? Hamlet, mutt, 
with the pervading melancholy, the 
filial piety, the fprightlinefs of the 
gayer parts, the wildnefs of others, the 
fublimity of the impafiioned ones, and 
the nice difcrimination of thefe oppo- 
fite but component charatteriftics of 
this young prince, which our inimita- 
ble Garrick fo admirably difplayed; 
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he, I fay, who would imagine a per- 
je& Hamlet, mutt add to thefe the ora- 
torical powers of Mr. Henderfon, and 
he will then, with his ‘* mind’s eye,” 
behold fuch a Hamlet, as with the 
corporeal one perhaps never has been 
feen. 

Mr. Henderfon’s mafterly perform- 
ance of Sir Giles Overreach, in Maf- 
finger’s New Way to pay Old Debts, 
has given a permanency to the revival 
of that comedy at Covent-Garden 
theatre, which it could not obtain 
about twelve years fince at Drury-Lane 
theatre; though performed in almoft 
every refpet-as well as now, the cha- 
gacter of Sir Giles particularly ex- 
cepted. 

I might here with great propriety 
expatiate on the dramatic merits of Mr. 
King, whom I have hitherto only 
fpoken of tranfiently and incidentally ; 
but, though nothing faid in his com- 
mendation could be flattery, left it 
fhould be thought fo by the readers of 
my dedication, I will impofe a dif- 
agrecable filence on myfelf with regard 
to this equally excellent a¢tor and man. 

Mr. Benfley, to the firicteft pro- 
priety in whatever character he under- 
takes (generally parental ones, or thofe 
requiring weight and dignity, ftrong 
feeling, and nervous expreffion) adds 
the merit of being fingularly excellent 
in the fantaftical tteward, Malvolio. 

Mr. Dodd is admirable in fops, frib- 
bles, and Sir Andrew Ague-cheek ; his 
performance of Old Keckfey, in Gar- 
rick’s farce of The Irifh Widow, isa 
mafter-piece; and he treads in the very 
iteps of his great predeceffor in Abel 
Drugger. 

Mir. Lewis is a modern Wilks; I 


can never fee him without thinking of 


Sir Harry Wildair: how charming is 
he in Doricourt, in Mrs. Cowley’s 
Belle’s Stratagem! He gave an early 
fpecimen of his great merit in the cha- 
ratter of Don john, in D’Avenant’s 
comedy of The Man’s the Mafter; and 
was moft delicately charatieriitic in 
the Slave, in Mr. Cumberland’s uh- 
publifhed piece, The Widow of Del- 
phi. 

Mr, Wrovghton is a moft feeling 


and energetic actor; his conceptions of 


character are remarkably clear, his de. 
lineation always perfect, and his exe. 
cution frequently confummate. In 
the charaéter of the Bondman, in Maf. 
finger’s play fo called, he divided the 

alm with his friendly competitor, 
feb’ but in the Count of Narbonne, 
in Col. Jephifon’s tragedy of that name; 
he far furpaffed the mott fanguine ex- 
pectations: and Mifs Younge in the 
Countefs—OCh, let us not, however 
juftly we may admire another, forget 
her tranfcendent excellence therein! 
In ‘Twelfth Night too, who ever heard 
Mifs Younge fpeak ‘* She never told 
her love,” &c. without almoft think. 
ing he faw the image of Patience fhe 
defcribed ? 

Mr. James Aickin is a very eftima. 
ble actor; poflefling no inconfiderable 
portion of verfatility: he fuftains with 
equal propriety, the venerable Sciolto, 
in Rowe's Fair Penitent; the rafcal, 
Subtle, in Johnfon’s Alchymiit; the 
generous Enelifh Merchant, in Mr, 
Colman’s comedy of that name; and 
the mere Crt, in one of that excellent 
author's unpublifhed pieces, written in 
the very fpirit of Johnfon, called The 
Suicide: he is alfo a very refpectable 
fubftitute for Mr. Yates in Sir Oliver 
Surface. | 

It is but juftice to remark that Mr. 
Palmex’s performance of the hero of 
Mr. Colman’s laft-mentioned piece is 
as fine (I apprehend) as the author 
himfelf could with: he is likewife par- 
ticularly excellent in Face, in ‘The 
Alchymift. 

Mr. Francis Aickin, brother to the 
before-mentioned actor of that name, 
is a very valuable and judicious per- 
former; the nicely-blended tints, the 
properly-varied colouring, he throws 
on that mafterly fketch, the faultering 
traitor, Daggerly, in Mr. Cumberland’s 
comedy (a itrange epithet for a play, 
two charaCters of which are configned 
to the gibbet!) ‘The Walloons, denote 
the hand of an artiit. 

Mr. Hull, Mr. Clarke, and Mr, 
Packer, are very refpeCtable in the line 
to which they medefily confine them- 
felves; the literary talents of the for- 
mer,.and thofe of Mr. Macklin, are 
an honour to their profeffion. I have 
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heard that Mr. Henderfon is not de- 
ficient in thofe endowments, but he 
has written nothing dramatic that I 
know of. 

Mr. King, whom as an author I 
cannot now avoid mentioning, having 
given very pleafing fpecimens of his 
literary abilities, will, it is hoped, 
favour the public with fome other pro- 
ducts of his fprightly fancy; more 
articularly as his prefent fituation en- 
wa that attention to his writings, 
which thofe of aétors in fubordinate 
fations, might, hitherto at leait, in 
vain expect: for, true it is, and with 
indignation I fpeak it, that while the 
flimzy, vapid abortions of gentlemen- 
writers were meritriciouily tricked out, 
puffed, and fupported; and (pardon 
me, gentle reader, for fo coarfe a fay- 
ing!) the fat fow greafed with the pro- 
fit thereof; the mature offspring of 
genius, if produced by a needy actor, 
whom the emoluments arifing from a 
patronized piece would have effentially 
ferved, have been fhamefuliy refufed ; 
or, if received, moit fcandaloufly ne- 
glected: and the “ poor player,” who 
could not *¢ itrut and fret his hour upon 
the flage” with fufficient eclat to gain 
thereby a competence, inftead of hav- 
ing his fancy foilered, and being che- 
rifhed till his judgement ripened, left 
to ** dwindle, peak, and pine” in 
* poverty, that numbs the foul with 
icy hand!” 

Had Shakfpeare’s early dramatic 
writings been defpifed becaufe he was 
a * poor player;” or had he, when he 
became a manager, fupercilioufly over- 
looked, or flighted what the itinerant 
actor, Jonfon, offered to his theatre; 
their noble fpirits might have funk 
under the contempt, and the world 
never feen thofe wonders of their pen, 
Lear, Macbeth, Othello! the Fox, the 
Alchymift, and the Silent Woman! 

Mr. Baddeley, I fhould have ob- 
ferved before, produced an excellent 
farce, called ‘The Swindlers, for his 
benefit at Drury-lane theatre, a few 
feafons pait; which, like other unfor- 
tunate productions of the players’ mufe, 
has lain by ever fince unregarded. 

Mr. Holcroft, having quitted the 
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ftage, does not properly come Within 
the bounds of thefe obfervations: yet 
I muft fay, that the fifth a& of his en- 
tertainingand inftructive comedy, call- 
ed Duplicity, produced laft feafon at 
Covent-Garden theatre, he being at 
that time an actor at Drury-lane, is a 
mafterly piece of writing, and had a 
very fine effeét in the reprefentation. 

The foregoing free cenfure muft not 
be miftaken for a rude, and undiftin- 
guifhing invective; as if I thought the 
advantages of a more liberal education, 
and freer commerce with the higher 
ranks of life than ators can often 
boait of, fhould incapacitate thofe gen- 
tlemen, on whom Nature has beftowed 
an enlarged and comprehenfive mind, 
for producing works that might be an 
ornament not only to the ftage, but to 
literature in general: the contrary is 
well known. 

I allude only to thofe ‘* unbodied, 
unfoul’d” nothings, which, had they 
not been recommended by a lord, or 
a laced coat, would, inftead of ex- 
cluding pieces of merit, have ftill re- 
mained ‘* unheard, unfeen.” 

Neither do I think that, becaufe a 
few actors have written dramatic pieces 
of great merit, of courfe all muit; 
fome of them, fo far from writing, 
are not, I fear, fufficiently attentive 
to reading: and others may attempt to 
write without any, or with very flen- 
der abilities. 

I would only be underftood to mean 
that if a player, be his rank in a thea- 
tre what it will, produces a drama, it 
fhould have (if not, as the profeffion 
of its author feems to demand, a pre- 
ference to thofe produced by perfons 
not of that defcription) at leaft an 
equal degree of attention paid to it, if 
deferving thereof, as to thofe written 
by the richeft or moft exalted. 

The nominal diftin€tion I have made 
between gentlemen-writers, and player- 
authors, has been merely to diftinguifh 
between the two claffes of dramatifts, 
of whom I was fpeaking; not becaufe 
I thought an actor, if in his manners a 
gentleman, the lefs fo on account of 
his profeflion. 
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A DEFENCE OF THE 
TRANSLATED FROM THE 
—_ HILST the greater part of 


a mixed company of men 
and women which I was in fome time 
ago were prattling away, I entered 
without referve into converfation my- 
felf with an Englifhman, whom I had 
formerly met with in another place. 
We argued together concerning good 
and evil nearly half an hour. He 
maintained that there was a greater 
proportion of vice and mifery amongtt 
mankind, than there was of virtue and 
true happinefs. I, on the other hand, 
endeavoured to convince him that the 
balance was every where equal: but it 
was with the greateft difficulty in the 
world that I could make him get rid 
of certain gloomy ideas, which, in him, 
were as much the effect of climate as 
of reflection. Our converfation was 
fuch as might, from the moderation 
with which it was carried on, have 
ealily efcaped the notice of thofe who 
were about us: one of the ladies, how- 
ever, either from inconfideratenefs or 
from curiofity, interrupted us, by fay- 
ing, in a civiltone, ** Pray, gentlemen 
philofophers, what are you talking 
about?) Why deny us the pleafure of 

our excellent remarks?” 

The Englifhman feifed this oppor- 
tunity of jeiting with me openly on the 
fingularity of my opinion, and I con- 
fefs that he gave it an air of originality. 
‘There is one objection, faid the fame 
lady, which completely overturns this 
fyftem which is by no means entirely 
new. ‘Though it is neither to the in- 
tereft nor to the honour of my own 
fex, I will, neverthelefs, faithfully 
ftate it, if I may be permitted, with- 
out aggravation or extenuation. ‘The 
bare itatement of it will, I flatter my- 
felf, fufliciently fhow its infupera- 
bility. 

On hearing this, the curiofity of the 
company was immediately excited; 
every one was defirous to know what 
it was. Accordingly they applied to 
me, and afked me if I accepted the 


TATTLE OF WOMEN. 
FRENCH OF M. ROBINET. 


challenge. I was not willing to refufe 
it, fince I was convinced of the jutft. 
nefs of my opinion, and was very eager 
to prove it. ‘** Ladies (added I) if I 
am miftaken, I am excufable; it is 
from obferving human nature, perfected 
by fociety, that my error, if any there 
be, has been drawn. I have always 
feen good and evil follow each other 
clofely, and have ever found them to 
flow equally from every thing which 
exifts.” 

«© Well, Sir (replied my antagonif 
full of wit and grace) what 1 mean is 
the impertinent loquacity of fome fe-, 
males :—that overpowering prattle of a 
fimple tongue, which, by its perpetual 
volubility, keeps fo many other mouths 
fhut, that have an equal right to be 
open with itfelf:—that diftracting con 
fufion of twenty different enes who 
fpeak without ceafing and all together, 
and without faying one word to the 
purpofe:—that propenfity to babbling 
which occafions bs much nonfenfe, 
which betrays fecrets of the moft fa. 
cred kind, defames our neighbours, 
calumniates good men, fets friends at 
variance, foments quarrels, produces 
domeftic broils, and is fo frequently 
the plague of married men. What are 
the advantages which fociety derives 
from this vice, in recompence for the 
evils to which it gives rife? You will 
be very clever, indeed, Sir, if, with 
all your fagacity, you can point out a 
fingle good refulting from it amidft a 
hundred evils. As for the ufe of 
fpeech, there is no doubt that, if rea- 
fonable and moderate, it is equally great 
in women as in men: what I fpeak of 
here, is the ftrange abufe which we 
make of it, as I have juft now de- 
fcribed. Do you fhow that this lo- 
quacity is as beneficial to mankind as 
it is apparently injurious, ‘hat 1s 
your tafk.” 

I know not whether it was the in- 
tention of my fair fpeaker to mortify 
fome of the circle; certain it is, how- 

ever, 
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ever, that I obferved a cloudinefs ‘in 
feveral of their faces; and this cir- 
cumftance led me to hope I fhould be 
readily liftened to. I read in the eyes 
of all that they were much inclined to 
hear the juftification of a fault of 
which they were too fond not to wifh 
it had fome foundation in reafon. ‘This 
encouraged me to fpeak as follows: 

«< Ladies, Never did I engage in a 
caufe with greater pleafure, not only 
on account of the lovely fex which are 
concerned in it, but alfo of the multi- 
tude of arguments which prefent them- 
felves to my imagination in its favour. 
It cannot be denied that Nature has 
benefited the women on the fcore of 
their tongue; and that, inftead of mul- 
tiplying in them this organ, which fhe 
could have done with the fame facility 
with which fhe has doubled thofe of 
fight and of hearing, fhe has endowed 
it with awonderful mobility. Accuf- 
tomed to reflect on every thing, I have 
confidered on what this privilege was 
founded; and I have not had much dif- 
ficulty in difcovering it. ‘To the wo- 
men, who are created for the purpofe 
of peopling fociety, the care. of our 
infancy is entrufted. It is in their 
company only, that we pafs the firit 
years of our lives. It is their duty, 
in proportion as our body increafes, 
to affitt the mind in unfolding itfelf 
likewife, that is, to put it in the way 
of acquiring new ideas: for, it is to 
be prefumed that the fphere of the 
mind can be enlarged only by the 
number of ideas; and that we can ac- 
quire ideas only by the exercife of cur 
fenfes, and more efpecially by thofe 
of fight and hearing. Will you now 
difpute with me the advantages arifing 
from the prattle of nurfes, and of go- 
vernefies of children? Do they not 
exercife our infant ears, and engrave 
on our tender brains many ideal traces 
which would never be imprinted on 
them without this help? It is, then, 
with a view to teach us to think by 
times, to roufe our young imagina- 
tions, that provident Nature has be- 
ftowed fo much talkativenefs on wo- 
men. 

‘© Obferve the difference between 
two chilcren, one of whom has been 
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brought up by a lively young girl of 
an inceffant talk, and the other by a 
filent ant, who never fmiled in his 
life. The firft of thefe children 
fparkles with wit and grace: his little 
jargon is full of fallies: he fpeaks of 
every thing which concerns his own 
age, and is wonderfully ready in re- 
ceiving inftruction. ‘The fecond is 
almoft ftupid: he betrays in company 
an air of embarraffment, and is fcarcely 
able to utter a fingle word. 

** Nature, who has deftined women 
to nourifh their own children, to bring 
them up, to fafhion their minds, at 
leaft during their infancy, for the fame 
reafon that fhe has filled their breafts 
with milk, has given them alfo this 
volubility of tongue, fo well adapted 
to aid our weaknefs at that time, to 
direct our growing imagination from 
object to object, to bring us to exer- 
cife with eafe the faculty of thinking, 
and to familiarize us by times with 
every thing about us. Yes, ladies, 
were you to talk lefs, we fhould think 
lefs, fhould think with difficulty, 
fhould think more flowly. Really 
life is too fhort to fuffer any thing to 
be neglefted, from the very beginning 
of our career, which can contribute to 
the progrefs of our Knowledge. 

‘* Born as we are in the heart of 
fociety, where the natural language of 
gefture is almoft unknown, it becomes 
neceffary for us to learn to fpeak that 
we may exprefs our wants, our wifhes, 
and our thoughts. ‘The fimple ex- 
preffion of cries is only in vogue 
amongit favages. Every method is 
ufed tocompel us to {tite them: hence 
a new obligation of rendering ourfelves 
intelligible by forced articulations. 
Now, if the fame founds inceffantly 
ftrike our ears, we fhall be more in- 
clined to imrtate them, and to affix to 
them the fame fignifications which the 
prefence of the objects themfelves 
would fuggeft. ‘Thefe firft expreffions, 
the moft neceffary in praftice, are ex- 
actly thofe which form the ordinary 
converfation of the women and young 
females that are placed over us. It is 
with great propriety, therefore, that 
Nature has ordained that the conver- 
fation of women fhould always tum 
on 
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on the fame plaineft and moft common 
Subjects. Her defign is to familiarize 
us by times with fuch objeéts, and to 
teach us to know and to name them 
whenever occafion requires. 

** Let us fuppofe that women had 
the fame tafte ra more elevated, more 
abftrufe, and lefs known fubjects. 
"Thenceforth their converfation would 
be no longer adapted to the weaknefs 
of infants, whofe tender brain is in- 
capable of any painful employment. 
‘The fimplicity of the ideas which are 

refented to a child, in order to exer- 
cife his intelle€tual faculties, fhould 
correfpond to the delicacy of his or- 

ans: the prefence of the objects, or 
of their fimilitudes, fhould render his 
perception the more ready, otherwife 
anftead of affifting the mind, we hail 
throw him into a ttate of confufion and 
dullnefs, capable of ftupefying and de- 
ftroying the moft promifing difpofi- 
tions. 

I agree that we are afterwards to 
forget the tales:-which we heard in our 
infancy, and that we muit entirely 
alter our mode of thinking: but this 
mutt be left to time, which will gra- 
dually bring about this fubititution of 
ideas. Our firft conceptions, how- 
ever frivolous they may have been, 
have neverthelefs accuftomed us to 
think. Their frivoloufnefs was necef- 
fary, becaufe we were incapable of 
employing ourfelves with things of 
more weight. Obliged to begin by 
that which is the fimpleft, we fhould 
have found it a difficult matter to have 
reafoned fenfibly now, if we had not, 
in our earlier days, have learned to 
reafon and think like children. ‘The 
mind is developed like the body itfelf: 
it paffes through feveral flages before 
it is completely formed. ‘ihe intel- 
lect has its time of weaknefs, when 

uerile exertions only are to be ex- 
pected from it. To this end, Nature 
has made a provifien, by giving the 
women, under whofe care we pais the 
firit feven or eight years of our life, a 
decided tafte for dagatelle, a prodigious 
faculty of fpeaking a long time on 
nothing, an hereditary propenfity to 
repetition: all this Nature feems to 
have done, with a view of preventing 
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them from overloading our weak 
brains with too great a multiplicity of 
ideas.” 

** You infer, then (faid fome one 
of the company) that the prattle of 
women teaches the whole fpecies to 
fpeak and to think.” 

** Certainly (replied I;) andI fur. 
ther maintain, for the honour of the 
fair-fex, that fociety derives infinite 
pleafure from this pretended fault, 
Almoft every female poffeffes a voice: 
a clear, fott, variable, mufical voice: 
a voice which charms us, which con. 
ftitutes the happineds of private circles, 
and affords entertaininent to a whole 
nation, at the concert and opera.” 

** Would you, then, perfuade me 
(faid the Englithman in a tone of rail- 
lery) that, if the women fpoke lefs, 
they would not fing fo well ?” 

** Indeed they would not (replied I;) 
as I will let you judge. I coniider the 
wind-pipe, with a modern philofopher, 
as a chorded inftrument. ‘The air, 
coming out from the lungs in the aé& 
of expiration, caufes the tendinous fi- 
bres of the upper part oi the wind-pipe 
to contract, and by throwing them, 
at the fame time, into vibrations, ob- 
tains the varicties of founds from them. 
All the harmony of finging, all the 
nicety of founds, all the foftnefs of 
quavers, and all the delicacy of modu- 
lation, depend on the flexibility of 
thefe nbres or vocal chords, and on the 
accuracy of their vibrations, 

** Befides,.the organ of voice in 
women pofieffes an extreme fenfibility ; 
se esd 4 that the air, which in the 
conftant motions of infpiration and ex- 
piration enters into and goes out of 
the lungs through the canal of the 
wind-pipe, inceffantly irritates the fame 
canal to make itfelf heard. Hence 
their propenfity to fpeak is a phyfical 
neceflity, from which men are exempt, 
fince the groffer fibres of their wind- 
pipe are lefs eafily thrown into vibra- 
tions. 

‘* The perpetual babbling of wo- 
men preferves this organ in a fate of 
fiexibility: the volubility of the tongue 
modifies the voice to that rapidity of 
evelution, to thofe varied infle¢tions, 
which are fuited to the paffions which 
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agitate the foul, to that melody which 
defcribes all the phenomena of nature, 
from the clap of thunder down to the 
oblivious charm of fleep, It is to their 
Joquacity, therefore, that they are in- 
debted for the {weetnefs of their voice, 
and that we are indebted for the plea- 
fure which their voice affords. 1 lay 
it down as a fact, not only that the 
prattle of women makes their voice 
more charming, but that it would even 
be almoft poff tle for thofe who want 
avoice to acquire one by indulging 
jn tattle, fince by frequently repeating 
the vibrations of the fibres of the wind- 
pipe, they become flexible and eafy, 
and foon loofe that hardnefs and ftiff- 
nefs which are the caufe of a bad voice. 
If the fex were to be condemned to ta- 
citurnity, their voice would be like 
the tone of an initrament which is fel- 
dom played upon. 

* For it muft not be imagined that 
practifing an hour a-day for two or 
three years with a finging-matter will 
be fufficient to form or keep up a voice: 
no: the delicacy of this organ requires 
amore continued aétion. And, as it 
would not do to fing always (for, be- 
fides that complaifance does not fufter 
it, finging is too fatiguing to the cheft) 
converfation muft be fubitituted for it, 
aad prattling without ceflation muft 





be allowed : a pretty agreeable exercifeg 
well fuited to throw the vocal fibre 
into vibration, and to keep them, with- 
out fatigue, in conftant motion. 


“© Women can fpeak at all times; 


it is a wife inftitution, that of affign- 


ing to them, as their portion, occu- 
pations compatible with their loqua- 
cious difpofitions.”—** It would be a 


great piece of injuftice (faid the lady 


who had declaimed fo well againft her 
own fex) to complain of the frivolouf= 
nefs of our difcourfes. Does not eve 
body know that we are inexhauttible 
on the fubject of nothings? If we 
were to fpeak only on fcience, arts, 
politics, and religion, we fhould foom 
run out all that we knew: fpeaking, 
without underftanding the fubject, we 
fhould conitantly commit an offence 
againft good-fenfe, on topics of the 
higheft smportance,” 

«¢ Madam (continued I) I did not 
dare to exprefs myfelf fo freely: I will 
not add any thing farther to your ob- 
fervation.” 

O happy tattle! the ineftimable blef- 
fing, which prepares the high delights 
that refult from a {weet voice! ‘The 
precious talent, to which the greateft 
men are indebted for the firft ufe they 
have made of the faculty of thought 
and expreflion! P. 


~ CTS CTE ID As 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE LONDON MAGAZINE, 


SIR, 


Send you fome account of the royal 
family. Laft Sunday I went to 
erfailles, for the purpofe of feeing 
them. Every Sunday and holiday they 
publicly attend divine fervice, in a 
gallery of the Palace Chapel; but, 
what is remarkable, the princeffes ne- 
ver accompany the princes; the King 
and his two brothers aflift at one mafs; 
and when that is over, the Queen and 
her fifters-in-law attend together at 
another: her Majefty kneeis in the 
centre, the Countefs de Provence on 
her right, the Countefs d’Artois on 
her left, and Madame Elifabeth, the 
This laft is a 
fine young lady; and’ I muft own, I 
lamented that our laws oppofed an in- 





Paris, May 10, 1785. 
fuperable barrier between her and the 
Prince of Wales, who could not diflike 
her perfon, and who would find in her 
a fit partner of the Britifh throne, 
without being under the neceflity of 
feeking among the petty princeffes of 
Germany for a confort. The Queen 
is of a good fize, rather inclined to 
corpulency, or embonpoint; and though 
I faw her behave with the greateft con- 
defcenfion to the nobility who attended 
her, ftill, fhe had a certain air of Aau- 
eur, that might tell them fhe knew 
herfelf to be the fitter and wife of two 
of the greateft princes in the world. 
Her chin is a little turned up, and her 
nofe aquiline, fothat, when the grews 
old, they will probably be zearly re- 
Jated ; 
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lated: however, at prefent, fhe appears 
to great advantage; but more particu- 
larly when in the company of the two 

rincefles, Madame de Provence, and 
the Countefs d’Artois, who being both 
very fwarthy, with very low foreheads, 
and irregular features, ferve as foils to 
fet off the fuperiour beauty of her Ma- 
jefty. On Sundays the King and his 
Ceothene dine in public. The etiquette 
of the court has eftablifhed two parti- 
eular kinds of public court dinners— 
‘The one called the petit couvert, the 
other the grand couvert —At the former 
none fit or eat but the King and Queen ; 
at the latter all the defcendants of Louis 
the Fifteenth dine together. The day I 
faw the King dine, the petit couvert ob- 
tained; the Queen fat with his Ma- 
jefty, but did not eat a merfel; and in 
my opinion fhe acted very wifely; for 
I think that, if I had the beft appetite 
‘in Verfailles, I could not gratify it, 
in the prefence of three or four hun- 
‘dred perfons, all gazing upon me at 
once, as if ] had twenty heads: at that 
‘moment, and while the dinner laited, 
Zam fare, that it it were in my power, 
it was not in my wifhes to be a King. 
I thought his Majefty felt the aukward- 
nefs of his fituation; for though I muft 
needs confefs that he ate and drank 
very heartily, yet he afked many quef- 
tions, that will never be recorded ina 
book of wifdom. I would not, how- 
ever, infinuate, that his Majefty wants 
fenfe; the whole tenour of his reign 
has proved the contrary; but it was 
neceflary for him, in order to divert 
the eyes of the f{peCtators from himfelf, 
to fpeak to fome of his courtiers; and 
as he had xo particular fubje@ of con- 
verfation, it could not otherwife hap- 

en, than that moft of his queftions 
fhould be of a frivolous nature: they 
had, however, the defired effet; for 
the moment his Majefty addreffed any 
gentleman, the eyes of all the fpefta- 
tors were turned, to fee who was the 
happy man, who had attratted the no- 
tice of the grand monargue. On each 


fide of the table, but at fome diftance 
from it, fat fix ducheffes on tabourets, 
or ftools; and occafionally they ufed 
all to rife, and fit, together, Jike fo 
many automatons in the hand of efi- 
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uette. "The Duke de Chartres, not- 
withftanding his relation to the throne, 
ftood behind the King’s chair, and 
took charge of his napkin, when his 
Majefty rofe from table. Each of the 
King’s brothers dined in public, in the 
fame manner, in their refpective apart. 
ments; but though their conforts at- 
tended at dinner, ftill they did not 
dine in public, but referved their ap- 
petites to partake of the Queen’s din- 
ner in private. Befides the grand and 


‘petit couvert, the court etiquette has 


eftablifhed two other modes of dining 
—the petit and the grand apartment ; 
at the former, fuch of the nobility as 
the King is pleafed to invite may fit 
down with their Majefties; but at the 
latter, none but the princes of the 
blood of Bourbon. —Much is faid about 
the etiquette of the court of Spain; 
and fome of the beft writers have exer- 
cifed all the powers of ridicule to run 
it down, and explode it: in doing 
this, none have been more induftrious 
than the French; and yet their own 
court is juft as much under the domi- 
nion of etiquette, as that of Spain; 
for the courtiers of Verfailles, think, 
move, eat, drink, and walk, only as 
etiquette directs them: nay, the very 
monarch himfelf, who rules the nation 
with an abfolute fway, is not exempt 
from the dominion of this plaguy eti- 
quette: does he wifh to hunt at one 
of his country feats, or travel from one 
palace to another, he cannot indulge 
his fancy, until it is firft determined 
whether it is perfectly confiftent with 
etiquette: if it is, then the journey is 
to take place; and this is all decided 
in full eouncil, after the moft ferious 
and folemn deliberation: but you muft 
not imagine that the bufinefs ends 
here; on the contrary, a ftill greater 
difficulty remains: the etiquette pre- 
{cribes the number of perfons who are 
to attend upon the court in the dif- 
ferent journies; the number of thofe 
who afpire to this honour is almoft in- 
finite; each has pretenfions which he 
thinks ind'fputable, and fupports them 
with all his intereft; and to decide 
which are the beft founded, often cofts 
a minifter more trouble than the fet- 
tling preliminary articles of peace 
between 
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between halfa dozen belligerent pow- 
ets. ‘There is another honour, to 
which every man who attends the 
court never fails to afpire; and that is, 
to be admitted into the King’s car- 
riages, and to goa hunting in them, 
with his Majefty. The merit which 
entitles the candidate to this honour is 
birth; and, therefore, proofs muit be 
iven, that the perfon who looks for 
it has been nobly born, of a family 
that has been ennobled for at leaft four 
generations paternally and maternally ; 
there is a genealogift appointed by the 
King, who is the fupreme judge in 
thefe matters, and to whom all the 
deeds, records, patents, &c. relative to 
the ennobling of the family mutt be 
fubmitted; and, perhaps, there is not 
in the world a judge who has fo much 
bufinefs, or fo troublefome an ofice: 
the applications to his tribunal are in- 
numerable in a country where the no- 
blefle forms an immenfe body; for 
you muft not imagine that the word 
nobility means precifely the fame thing 
in France, that it does in England. 
In the latter, we count thofe only no- 
blemen who are honoured with the 

erage; whereas, in France the wob/-fe 
includes the gentry, juit as much as 
the dukes and peers; and a little lord- 
ling of a village, with rol. fterling 
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a-year, or even without a fhilling, 
may be called xo/e, as much as my 
lord duke, if his family had been di- 
ftinguifhed from the common clafs of 
fubjects by letters patent, or by bear- 
ing fome commiilion which time im- 
memorially conferred zxoliye on the 
poflefior; and, by ennobling. his blood, 
upon his defcendents. You may, 
therefore, conceive that this poor ge- 
nealogif{ has not a moment to fpare; 
proofs of nobleffe muft be given by 
thofe who want to get admiflion into 
the ecole militaire, who make intereft 
for commiflions in the army, who in- 
trigue for a blue ribbon, or for the 
honour of fitting in the King’s car- 
riages: judge then of the multiplicity 
of bufinefs through which he muit 
wade, and, from the infipidity of it, 
guefs how irkfome fuch an employ- 
ment muft be to a man of fenfe; and 
blefs God that you live in a country, 
where you may be an officer, a lord of 
the bed-chamber, a peer of parliament, 
and the King’s companion in his fate- 
coach, without being under the ne- 
effity of reforting to the merits of 
anceitors, or proving that you ever 
knew the Chriftian name of your 
grandfather. 
A TRAVELLER. 
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OD E 
For bis Muayefty’s Birth-Day, June 4, 1785. 
Written by Mr. Warton, Poet-Laureat, 


And fet to mufic by Mr. Stanley, Mafeer of 


the King’s Band. 


MID the thunder of the war, 
True glory guides no echoing car, 

Nor bids the fword her bays bequeath, 

Nor ftains with blood her highett wreath: 
No plumed hoft her tranquil triumphs own ; 
Nor {poils of murder’d multitudes fhe brings, 
To {well the {tate of her diftinguifh’d kings, 

And deck her chofen throne. 
On that fair throne, to Britain dear, 
With the flowering olive twin’d, 
High fhe hangs the hero’s {pear 
And there, with all the palms of peace combin’d, 
Her unpolluted hands the milder trophy rear. 
To kings like thefe, her genuine theme, 
The Mufe a blamelefs homage pays; 
To George, of kings like thefe fupreme, 
She wifhes honour’d length of days, 
Nor proftitute the tribute of hex lays. 
Lonp. Mag. June 1785. 


T.% ae 


Tis his to bid neglected genius glow, 
And teach the regal bounty how to flow. 
His tutelary fcepter’s {way 
The vindicated arts obey, 
And hail their patron king; 
’Tis his, to judgement’s iteady line 
Their flights fantaftic to confine 
And yet expand their wing ; 
The fleeting forms of fafhion to reftrain, 
And bind capricious tafte in truth’s eternal chain. 
Sculpture, licentious now no more, 
From Greece her great example takes, 
With nature’s warmth the marble wakes, 
And ipurns the toys of modern lore: 
In native beauty fimply plann’d, 
Corinth, thy tufted thafts afcend ; 
The Graces guide the painter’s hand 
His magic mimicry to blend. 


While fuch the gifts his reign beftows, 
Ainid the proud difplay, 
Thofe gems around the throne he throws 
That fhed a foiter ray; 
While from the fummits of fublime renowa 
He wafts his favour’s univertal gale; 
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With thofe fweet flowers he binds a crown, 
That bloom in Virtue’s humble vale: 
With rich munificence, the nuptial tye 
Unbroken, he combines: 
Confpicuous, in a nation’s eye, 
The facred pattern fhines ! 
Fair Science to reform, reward, and raile, 
To {pread the luftre of domettic praife ; 
To fofter emulation’s holy flame, 
To build Society’s majeftic frame; 
Mankind to polith and to teach 
Be this the monarch’s aim; 
Above ambition’s giant-reach 
The monarch’s meed to claim. 





PROBATIONARY ODES 


IRREGULAR ODE. 
The words dy Sir Cecil Wray, Bart. 
The /pelling by Mr. Grojan, Attorney at law. 
ARK! hark!—hip! hip!—hoh! hoh! 
What a mart of bards are a finging! 
Athw rt—acrofs—below, 
I’m fure there’s a dozen a dinging! 

I hear {weet theils, loud harps, large lyres— 

Some, I trow, are tun’d by *iquires— 

Some by priefts, and fome by lords !—whiile Joe 

and I 
Our bloody hands hoift up, like meteors, on high! 
Yes, Joe and I 
Are em’lous!—Why ? 
Tt is becaufe great Cafar you are clever— 
Therefore we'd fing of you for ever! 
Sing—fing—fing—fing— 
God fave the King! 
Smile then, Cafar, fmileon Wray! 
Crown at laft his poll with bay !— 
Come, oh! bay, and with thee bring 
Salary, illuftrious thing !— 
Laurels vain of Covent-Garden, 
I don’t value you a farding!— 
Let fack my foul cheer, 
For ’tis fick of fmall beer! 

Cefar! Czfar! give it—do! 

Great Caefar giv’t all, for my mufe ’doreth you! 
Oh! faireft of the heavenly Nine, 
Enchanting Syztax, mute divine; 
Whether on Phebus’ hoary head, 

By blue-ey’d Rhadamanthus led, 
Or with young Helicon you ftray, 
Where mad Parnatius, points the way ;— 
Goddefs of Elizium’s hill, 
Defcend upon my Pzan’s quill.— 7 
The light nymph hears—no more 
By Pegafus’ meandring fhore, 
Ambrofia, playful boy, 
Plumps her je ae feai guoi!— 
I mount!—Il mount !— 
I’m half a lark—I’m half an eagle! 
Twelve ftars I count— 
I fee their dam—the is a beagle! 
Ye royal little ones, 
I love your fiefh and bones— 
You are an arch, rear’d with immortal ftones! 
Hibernia ftrikes his harp! 
Shuttle, fly !—woot! wee! warp! 








Far, far, from me and you, 
Tn latitude North 52.— 
Rebellion’s huth’d, 
The merchant’s flufh’d!— 
Hail awful Brunfwick ! Saxe-Gotha hail! 
Not George, but Louis, now thall turn his tail! 
Thus, afar from mad debate, 
Like an old wren 
With my good hen, 
Or a young gander, 
Am a bye-ttander, 


To all the peacock pride, and vain regards of ftate! 


Yet if the laurel prize, 
Dearer than my eyes, 
Curs’d Warton tries 
For to furprize, 
By the eternal Jove 1’ll scrutrnise! 





o.D £, 

By Sir JOSEPH MAWBEY, Bart. 
STROPHE. 

ARK! to yon heavenly fkies, 


Nature’s congenial perfumes upwards rife! 


From each throng’d ftye 
That faw my gladfome eye, 
Incenfe, quite fimoaking hot, arofe, 
And caught my /even /weet /enfes—by the nofe! 
Atr (accompanied by the learned Pig.) 
Tell me, dear Mufe, oh! tell me, pray, 
Why Joey’s fancy frifks fo gay? 
Is it?—You flut it is—fome holy—holiday ! 


[ Here Mufe whifpers I, Sir Fofeph. 


Indeed ? Repeat the fragrant found ! 
Puth love, and loyalty around, 





Through Irith, Scotch, as well as Britifh ground! 


CHORUS, 
For this 831G MORN 
Great GEORGE was born! 
The tidings all the Poles fhall ring! 
Due homage will I pay, 
On this, thy native day, 


George, by the grace of God, my rightful King ! 





AIR with Lutes. 
Well, might my dear lady fay, 
As lamb-like by her fide I lay, 
This very, very morn; 
Hark! Joey, hark! 
I hear the lark, 
Or elfe it is—the {weet /owgelder’s horn! 
ANTISTROPHE. 


Forth, from their ftyes, the briftly vi€tims lead ; 


A fcore of hogs, flat on their backs, fhall bleed. 


Mind they be fuch, on which good gods might feat! 


And that 

In lily fat, 
They cut fix inches on the ribs, at leaft! 
Dust 





Butcher and Cook begin ! 
We'll havea royal greafy chin! 
Tit bits, fo nice, and rare, 

Prepare! Prepare! 
Let none abftain, 

Refrain! 

I'll give °em pork in plenty 
again! 





Jung 


with Marrow-bones and Cleavers. 


cut, and come 
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Recitative. 
Hog! porker! roafter! boar-{tag! barbicue! 
Cheeks! chines! crow! chitterlines! and hafelet 
new! 
Springs! {pare-ribs! faufages! fous’d-lugs ! and face! 
With piping-hot peafe-pudding, plenteous place! 
Hands! hocks! hams! haggifs, with high feas’n- 
ing fill’d! 
Gammons! green grifkins, on gridirons grill’d! 
Liver! and lights! from plucks that moment 
drawn, 
Pigs puddings! black and white! with Canter- 
bury brawn! 
T RIO. 
Fall too 
Ye royal crew! 
Eat! eat your bellies full! pray do; 
At treats I never winces; 
The Q.——n fhall fay, 
Once in a way, 
Her maids have been well cramm’d—her young 
ones din’d like princes! 








accompanied by the whale 
Hoggery. 
For this s1¢ MORN 
Great GEORGE was born! 
The tidings all the Poles thall ring! 
Due homage will I pay, 
On this thy native day, 
George! by the grace of God, my rightful King! 


Furr Cuorus 





IRREGULAR ODE, 
By Major JOHN SCOTT, A. BP. Ge. 
HY does the loitering fun retard his wain, 
When thisglad hourdemandsa flercer ray? 
Not fo he pours his fire on Deihi’s plain, 
‘To hail the Lord of Afia’s natal day. 
There in mute pomp and crofs-Jegg’d ftate, 
The Raja Poets MOHAMMED SHAH await. 
There Malabar, 
There Bitnagar, 
There Oude and proud Bahar, in joy confederate! 


Curs’d be the clime, and curs’d the laws, that lay 
Infulting bonds, on George’s foveregn fway. 
Arife, my foul, on wings of fire, 
To God’s anointed, tune the lyre; 
Hail, George, thou all-accomplifh’d King! 
Juit type of him who rules on high ! 
Hail! inexhautted, boundlefs {pring 
Oj facred truth, and holy majetty ! 
Grand is thy form *bout five feet ten, 
Thou well-built, worthieft, beit of men! 
Thy cheft is ftout, thy back is broad 
Thy pages view thee, and are aw’d. 
Lo! how thy white eyes roll! 
Thy whiter eye-brows ftare! 
Honeit foul! 
Thou’rt witty, as thou’rt fair! 


North of the drawing-room, a clofet ftands ; 
The facred nook St. James’s Park commands ! 
Here, in fequeiter’d ttate, great George receives 
Memorials, treaties, and long liits of thieves ! 
Here all the force of fov’reign thought is bent, 
To fix reviews, or change a government! 
Heav’ns! how each word with joy Caermarthen 
takes! 
Gods! how the lengthen’d chin of Sicney fhakes! 
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Bieffing and blefs'd the fage afTociates fee, 
The proud, triumphant league of incapasity- 
With fubtle finiles, 
With innate wiles, 
How do thy tricks of ftate, great George, abound? 
So in thy Hampton’s mazy ground, 
The path that wanders 
fn meanders 
Ever bending, 
Never ending, 
Winding runs the eternal round. 
Perplex'd, involv’d, each thought bewilder’d 
moves, 
In fhort, quick turns the gay confufion roves; 
Contending themes the embarrafs’d littener baulk, 
Lott in the labyrinths of the devious talk! 


Now hall the levee’s eafe thy foul unbend, 
Fatigu’d with loyalty’s feverer care; 
Oh! happy few! whom brighter {tars befriend ; 
Who catch the chat, the witty whifper fhare. 
Methinks I hear, 
In accents clear, 
Great Brunfwick’s voice ftill vibrate on my car. 

















“© What? what? what! 
*¢ Scott! Scott! Scott ! 
“© Hot! hot! hot ! 

«© What? what? what!’’ 








Oh! fancy quick! Oh! judgement true! 
Oh! facred oracle of regal itate! 
So hafty and fo generous too! 
Not one of ali thy queitions will an anfwer wait! 
Vain, vain, O Mufe! thy feeble art, 
To paint the beauties of that head and heart! 
That head, that hangs on many a fign! 
That heart, where all the virtues join! 


Monarch of mighty Albion, check thy talk ! 
Behold the /guad approach, led on by Pak ! 
Old Barwell Call, Vanfittart from the band! 
Lord of Britannia!—let them kifs thy hand! 
For, /xiff!* rich Eaftern odours fcent the {phere ! 
Tis Mrs. Hattings’ felt brings up the rear! 

Gods! how her diamonds tiock 

On each unpowder’d lock! 

On every membrane fee a topaz clings! 
And, lo! her joints are fewer than her rings! 

Illuitrious dame! on either ear, 

Tne Munny-Beguin’s {poils appear. 
Oh! Pitt, with awe behold that precious throat, 
Whofe necklace teems with many a future vote; 
Pregnant with durgagegems, each hand the rears; 
And lo! depending gug/fions gleam upon her ears, 
Take her great George, and fhake her by the hand, 
’T will loofe her jewels, and enrich thy land. 
But, oh! referve one ring for an old ftager, 
The ring of future marriage fer her Major { 





DUAN. In the true Ofian Sublimjiy. 
By Mr. MAC PHE&«SON. 


OES the wind touch thee, O harp? 
Or is it fome paffing ghoft? 
Is it thy hand, 
Spirit of the departed Scrutiny? 
Bring me the harp, pride of Chatham! 
Saow is on thy bofojgn, 
Maid of the modeit eye! 
A. fong thal ric! 
Every foul ihall dvpart at the found! 
3K2 The 
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The wither’d thiftle fhall crown my head! 
I behold thee, O King! 
I behold thee fitting on mift! 
Thy torm is like a watery cloud, 
Singing i in the deep like an oyfter! 
Thy face is like the beams of the fetting moon! 
Thy cyes are of two decaying flames! 
Vhy nofe is like the fp ear of Rollo! 
bhy ears are like three botfy fhields! 
angers thall rejoice at thy chin! 
The gholts or dead tories fhali hear me 
In their airy hall! 
The wicher’d thitie thall crown my head! 
Bring me the harp, 
Som of Chatham! 
But thou, O King! give me the launce! 





ODE on the NEW YEAR. 
By LORD M——VE, 


STrROPHE. 





For a mufe of fire, 
With blazing thumbs to touch my torpid 
lyre! 
Now, in the darkfome regions round the Pole, 
Tygers iterce, and lions bold, 
With wild alfright would fee the fnow hills roll, 
Their fharp teeth chattering with the cold— 
But that lions dwell not there— 
Nor beatt, nor Chriftian—none but the White 
Bear! } 

The white bear howls amid the tempeift’s roar, 
And litkening whales fwim headlong from ¢ thore! 
Antistroruie—( Sy Brother Harry.) 

Farewell awhile, ye fummer breezes ! 

What is the lite of man ? 
A fpan! 

Sometimes it thaws, fometimes it freezes, 

uit as it pleates! 
If Heav’n decrees, fierce whirlwinds rend the air, 
And then again (behold!) ’tis fair! 
Thus peace -and war on earth alternate reig gn: 

Auipicious George, thy poweriul word 
Gives peace to France and Spain, 

And iheaths the martial {word ! 

Straopue Il.—(By Brotber Charles.) 
And now gay hope her anchor dro pping, 

And blue-eyed Peace, and black-eyed Pleafure 
And Plenty, in light cadence } hopping, 

Fain would dance to Whitehead’s meafures. 
But Whitehead now in death repofes, 
Crown’d with laurel! crown’d with rofes! 
Yet we with laurel crown’d his dirge will fing, 


Aad thus deferve frefh laurels from the King. 
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O° Dp £. 
By Sir RICHARD HILL, Bart. 
E AIL pious Mule of faintly love, 
Womix’d, unitain’d with earthly drofs! 
Hail Mufe ot Methodifm, above 
The Royal Mews at Charing-Crofs! 
Behold both hands I raife, 
Beliold both knees I bend; 
Behold both eye-balls gaze! 
ick, Mufe, defcend, defcend! 
Meek Mule of Madden, thee my foul invokes— 
Oh ; aint my pious puns, oh fanttify my jokes! 
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Defcend! and, oh! in mem’ry keep 
There’s a time to wake a time to fleep— 
A time to laugh a time to cry 
The Bible fays fo fo do I! 
Then broad-awake, ch! cometo me, 

And thou my Eaffern fear thalt be! 
Miter, bard ot deathlefs name, 
Moses, wag of merry tame; 

Holy, holy, holy pair, 

Harken to your vot’ry’s pray’r, 
Grant, that like Solomon’s of old, 
My faith be ftill in Proverbs told; 
Like his, let my religion be 
Conundrums of divinity; 

And, oh! to mine, let each ttrong charm belong, 
That breathes failacious in the wi/e man’s fong 
And thou, fweet bard, for ever dear 

To each impatiion’d, love-fraught ear, 
Soft, luxuriant ROCHESTER ! 
Detcend, and ev’ry tint beftow, 
That gives to phrafe, its ardent glow; 
From thee, thy wiiling Hill fhall learn 
Thoughts that melt, and words that burn: 
Thea fmile, oh! gracious fmile on this petition ! 
So Solomon, gay Wilmot, join’d with thee, 
Shall fhew the world, that fuch a thing can be 
As tirange to tell! a virtuous coalition 

Thou too, thou dread and awful fhade, 

Ot dear- = Will. Whitehead, 

Look through the blue zthereal tkies, 

And view me with propitious eyes! 

Whether thou moft delight’ft to a 

On Sion’s top, or near the Pole! 

Bead trom thy mountains, and remember ftill, 

The wants and withes of a leifer Hi//! 

Thea like Elijah, fled to realms above, 

To me, thy friend, bequeath thy hailow’d cloak, 
‘That by its virtue Richard may improve, 
And in thy Sabit preach, and pun, and j joke 























The Lord doth give—the Lord doth take away; 
Then good Lord Sal’ mr attend to me, 
Banith thefe fons of Belial in difmay y 
And give the prize to a true Pharifee: 
For fure of all the /eriées that Lrael curlt, 
Thefe feribes poetic, are by far the w rant. 
To thee, my Samfon, un to theeIc 
Exert thy jaw, and ftraight difperfe han ai—¢ 
So as in former times, the Phiititines fhall fall! if 
Then as ’twas th’ beginning, 
So to th’ end ’t fhall be; 
My Mufe will ne’er leave fingiag, 
The Lord of Saliibury ! 








O D E. 
By the ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 
NDITE, my Mufe! indite !—/ubpeena’d 
is thy lyre! 
The praifes to record, which rules of courtrequire! 
*Tis thou, O Clio! Mufe divine, 
And beft of all the Counci/ Nine, 
Mutt plead my caufe !——-Great Hatfield’s Cecil 
bids me fing, 
The talleit, &tteft man, to walk before the King! 











Of Sal’fbury’s Earls, the firft (fo tells th’ hiftoric 
page) 
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But then, as if too lib’ral to his mind, 
She made him crook’d before, and crook’d be- 
hind *. , 
’Tis not, thank Heav’n! my Cecil, fo with thee ; 
Thou lait of Cecils, but unlike the firft;— 
Thy body bears no mark’d detormity : 
The gods decreed, and judgement was revers’d! 
For veins of {cience are like veins of gold! 
Pure, for atime, they run; 
They end as they begun—— | 
Alas! in nothing but a heap of mould! 


Shall I, by eloquence controul, 
Or challenge fend to mighty Roig, 
Whene’er on peers he vents his gall? 
Uplift my hands to pull his nofe, 
And twilt and pinch it, ’till it grows 
Like mine, afide, and fmail? 
Say, by what proce/s may I once obtain 
A verdi&, Lord, nor let me /we in vain! 
In Commons, and ia courts below, 
My aétions have been try’d 
here clients, who pay matt, you know, 
Retain the ttrongett fide ! 
True to thefe terms, I preach’d in politics for Pitt, 
And Kenyon’s /aw maintain’d againft his fov’- 
reign’s writ! 
What tho’ my father be a porpus, 
He may be mov’d by dadeas corpus 
Or by a ca//, whene’er the ftate, 
Or Pitt requires his vote and weight—— 
I tender bail for Bootle’s warm fupport, 
Of all the plans of minifters and court! 








And, oh! fhould Mrs. Arden blefs me with achild, 
A lovely boy, as beauteous as myfelf, and mild; 
The little Pepper would fome caudle lack: 

Then think of Arden’s wife, 
My pretty plaintij7’s life, 
The beit of caudle’s made of beft of fack! 
Let thy decree 
But favour me, 
My bills and briefs, rebutters and detainers, 
To Archy Ill refign 
Without a fee or fine, 
Attachments, replications, and retainers! 
To Juries, Bench, Excheguer, Seals, 
To Chanc’ry Court, and Lords 1’li bid adieu : 
No more demurters nor appeals; 


My writs of error fhall be judg’d by you! 





And if perchance great Do¢tor Arnold fhould re- 
tire, 
Fatigu’d with all the troubles of St. James’s choir; 
My odes two merits fhould unite: 
+ Bearcroft, my friend, 
His aid will lend, 
And fet to mufic all I write! 
Let me, then, Chamberlain, without a flaw; 
For June the fourth prepare, 
The praifes of the King 
In /ega/ lays to fing, 
Until they rend the air, 
And prove my equal tame in poe/y and Jaw! 


OD E£, 
By WILLIAM WRAXALL, Ef. M. P. 


URRAIN feife the Houfe of Commons, 
Hoarfe catatrh their windpipes fhake, 
Who, deaf to travell’d learning’s fummons, 
Kudely cough’d whene’er I tpake ! 
North nor Fox’s thund’ring courfe, 
Nore’en the Speaker, tyrant, fhall have force 
‘To fave thy walls from nightly breaches, 
From Wraxall’s votes, from Wraxall’s {peeches. 
Geography, terraqueous maid, 
Defcend from globes to itatefmen’s aid! 
Again to heedlefs crowds unfold 
Truths unheard, though not untold: 
Come, and once more unlock this vafty world— 
Nations attend! the map of earth’s unfurl’d. 


Begin the fong, from where the Rhine, 
The Elbe, rhe Danube, Wefer rolls 
Jofeph, nine circles, forty feas are thine 
Thine, twenty million fouls 
Upon a marifh flat and dank 
States, Six and One, 
Dam the dykes, the feas embank, 
Maugre the Don! 

A gridiron’s form the proud Efcurial rears, 
While fouth of Vincent’s Cape anchovies glides 
But, ah! o’er Tagus, once auriferous tide, 

A pricit-rid Queen, Braganza’s {ceptre bears—— 

Hard fate! that Lifbon’s diet-drink is known 

To cure each crazy con/titution but her own. 











I burn, I burn, I glow, I glow, 
With antique and with modern lore; 
I rufh from Bofphorus to Po, 
To Nilus from the Nore. 
Why were thy Pyramids, O Egypt! rais’d, 
But to be meafur’d, and be prais’d? 

Avaunt, ye crocodiles! your threats are vain! 
On Norway’s feas, my foul, unfhaken, 
Brav’d the fea-fnake and the craken; 

And fhall I heed the river’s fcaly train? 

Afric, I fcorn thy alligator band! 
Quadrant in hand 
I take my ftand, 

And eye thy mofs-clad needle, Cleopatra grand! 
O, that great Pompey’s pillar were my own! 
Eighty-eight feet the thaft, and allone ftone! 

But hail, ye loft Athenians! 
Hail alfo, ye Armenians! 

Hail once ye Greeks, ye Romans, Carthaginians! 

Twice hail ye Turks, and thrice ye Abyffinians! 

Hail too, O Lapland, with thy fquirrels airy! 

Hail, commerce-catching Tipperary ! 

Hail, wonder-working Magi! 

Hail, Ourang-Outang! hail, Anthropophagi! 

Hail, all ye cabinets of every ftate, 

From poor Marino’s hill, to Catherine’s empire 

great! [feem to think, 

All, all have chiefs, who fpeak, who write, who 

Caermarthens, Sydneys, Rutlands, paper, pens, 

and ink. 


Thus, thro’ allclimes, to earth’s remoteft goal, 


From burning Indus to the freezing Pole, 
In 


* Rapin obferves that Robert Cecil, the firft Earl of Salifbury, was of a great genius, and though 
crooked before and behind, Nature fupplied that defect with noble endowments of mind. 
+ This gentleman is a great performer upon tbe piano forte, as weil as the fpeaking trumpet and 


Jew’s harp. 
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Ee 








In chaifes, and on floats, 
In dillies, and in boats, 
Now on a camel’s native ftool, 
Now onan afs, now on a mule, 
Nabobs and Rajahs have I feen: 
Old Bramins mild, young Arabs keen; 
Tall polygars, 
Dwart zemindiars, 
Mahomet’s tomb, Killarney’s lake, the fane of 
Ammon, [Salmon ! 
With all thy kings and queens, ingenious Mrs. 
Yet vain che majetties of wax, 
Vain the cut veivet on their backs 
George, mighty George, is fiefh and blood— 
No head he wants of wax or wood; 
His heart is good ! 
(As a King’s fhou’d) 
And every thing he fays is underftood. 








ODE on the BIRTH-DAY, 


By MICHAEL ANGELO TAYLOR, £/7. 
M. P. only fon of Sir Robert Taylor, Knt. 
and late sheriff, alfo Sub-Deputy Vice- 
Chairman to the lio Commitiece, Wel/o Judge 
ele3, Ge. Ge. 

AIL, ali hail, thou natal day, 
Hail the very half hour, } fay, 
On which great George was bora! 

‘Though fcarcely fledg’d, 1’l) try my wing 

And though, alas! I cannot finz, 

lll evow on this illuftrious morn! 
Sweet bird, that chirp’ the note of folly, 
So pleafantly, fo drolly!— 

Thee oft, the ftable-yards among, 
I woo, and emulate thy jong! 
Thee, for my embiem fill I choofe! 


Oh! with thy voice infpire a Chicken of the Mufe! 


Thee too my fluttering Mule invokes, 
Thy guardian aid I beg, 
Thou great Assessor, fam’d for jokes, 
For jokes of tace and eg! 
So may | oft thy itage-box grace, 
(The firft in beauty as in place) 
And {mile, refponfive to thy changeful face! 
For fay, renowned mimic, fay, 
Did e’er a merrier crowd obey 
Thy laugh-provoking fummons, 
Than with fond glee, enraptur’d fit, 
Whene’er with uxdefigning wit, 
I entertain the Common? 
Lo! how I thine St. Stephen’s boaft! 
There, Grft of cbicks, I rule the roaf! 
There I appear, 
Pitt’s chanticleer, 
The bantam cock to oppofitions! 
Or like a hen, 
With watchful ken, 
Sit clofe and hatch—the Irith Propofitions ? 





Behold, for this great day of pomp and pleafure, 
The Houfe adjourns, and I’m at leifure! 
If thou art fo, come, Mufe of fport, 
With a tew rhymes, 
Delight the times, 
And coax the critic buffo, and enchant the court! 
By Heaven fhe come !—more fwift than profe, 
At hercommand, my metre flows! 


436 POETRY. June 


Hence ye weak warblers of the rival lays! 

Avaunt, ye wrens, ye goflings, and ye pies! 
The Chick of Law thall win he eres . 

The Chick of Law thall peck the bays! 

So, when again the itate demands our care, 
Fierce in my laurel’d pride, 1’ll take the chair! 

Gilbert, I catch thy bright invention, 

With fomewhat more ot /ound retention *! 
But never, never on thy profé I'll border— 
Verfe, lofty-founding verie, thall call to order! 

Come, facred Nine—come, one and all, 

Attend your fav’rite chairman’s call! 

Oh! if I well have chirp’d your brood among, 
Point my keen eye, and tune my brazen tongue! 
And hark! with elegiac graces, 

** I beg that gentlemen may take their places !"? 

Didactic Mufe, with meafur’d ftate, 

Be thine to harmonize debate! 

Thine, ‘mighty Clio, to refound from far, 

‘¢ The door, the door !—the bar, the bar!’? 

Stout Pearfon damns around, at herdread word; 

** Sit down,”’ cries Clementfon, and grafps his 
filver {word ! 


But, lo! where Pitt appears, to move 
Some new reidlve of hard digettion ! 

Wake then, my Mule, thy gentlernotes of love, 
And in pertuative numbers, put the queftion. 
The quetftion’s gain’d! the Treaiury bench 

rejoice ! { mightieft voice !”* 
“¢ All hail, thou /eaf of men (they cry) with 
—Bleit founds! my ravifh’d eye furveys 
Ideal ermins, fancied bays! 
Rapt in St. Stephen’s future fcenes, 
I fit perpecual chairman of the Ways and Means. 
Stop, itop, ye bricklayer-crew, my fire to praife, 
His mighuer offspring claims impartial lays! 
The tather climb’d the ladder, with a hod, 
The fon, like Genera! Fackec, jumps alone, by 
God! 





ODE fer New Year’s Day, 
By Sir GREGORY PAGE TURNER, Bart. 
“MM. P. Lord Warden of Blackheath, and 
Raager of Greenwich- Hill, during the Chrif- 
mas and Eafter Holidays. 
STROPHE. 
Day of high career! 
Firft of a month—nay, more—firft of a 
rear! 
A monarch day, that hath indeed no peer! 
Let huge Buzaglos glow 
In ev’ry coraer of the ifle, 
To melt away the fnow: 
And like to May, 
Be this month gay; 
And with her at hop—itep—jump, play ; 
Dance, grin, and fmile! 
Ye, too, ye maids of honour, young and old, 
Shall each be feen, 
With a neat warming patentized machine ! 
Becaule, ’tis faid, that chaftity is cold! 
ANTISTROPHE. 
But, ah! no rofes meet the fight; 
Nor yellow buds of /afron hue, 
Nor azure blofioms of pale blue, 
Nor tulips, pinks, &c. delight. 





Yet 
* No refiection on the organization of Mr. Gilbert’s brain, is intended here; but rather a pathetic 
reflection on the continual diabetes of fo great a member! 
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Yet on fine tiffany, will I 
y genius try, 
The fpoils of Flora to fupply, 
Or fay my name’s nt GREGO—RY! 
An artificial garland will I bring, 
That Clement Cottrell thall declare, 
With courtly air, 
Fit for a Prince, fit for a King ! 
Erope. 
Ye millinery fair, 
To me, ye Mufes are; 
Ye are to me Parnatfus’ mount ! 
In you, I find an Aganippe fount! 
I venerate your muffs, 


I bow and kifs your ruffs. 





a 





Infpire me, O ye filters of the frill, 
And teach your votaritt how to guil/! 
For, oh! "tis true indeed, 
That he can fcarcely read! 
Teach him to founce, and difregard all quippery, 
As crapes and blonds, and iuch like frippery ; 
Teach hiin to ¢rim and wéip trom fide to fide, 
And puff, as long as puffing can be tricd, 
In crimping metaphor, he’ll dath on, 
For point you know is out of fathion. 
O crown with bay his tete, 
Delpini, arbiter of fate! 
Nor at the trite conceit, let witlings {port, 
A Pace fhould be a damg/er at the court. 




















LITERARY REVIEW. 
ARTICLE CXxXIV. 
Treatife on Cancers, with a new and Jucce/iful Method of operating, particularly 


in Cancers of the Breaft and Teftis, Sc. By He 


Surrey Difpenfary. 8vo. 


AS it feems to be a truth too well 
eftablifhed in the healing art, that a 
radical cure of cancer is only to be ob- 
tained by excifion: it 1s certainly the 
duty, and ought to be the itudy of 
every practitioner to render the opera- 
tion as tolerable, as fafe, and as ef- 
fetual as it is poflible to do: that fo, 
the terrifying ideas which are fo gene- 
rally entertained of it may, in part, 
be done away, and many miferable pa- 
tients may, in confequence, be pre- 
ferved from death, by fubmitting to a 
treatment, to which they would other- 
wife never have confented. 

It was with fuch laudable views as 
thefe, that the author of the prefent 
pamphlet turned his attention to the 
chirurgical management of cancerous 
affections of the glandular parts, and 
more particularly of the breaft and 
teftis. He obferved that the operation 
in thefe cafes, in the manner in which 
it is ufually performed, is not only 
productive of excruciating pain for the 
time, but that alfo, on account of the 
unneceflary removal of a great portion 
of the teguments and cellular mem- 
brane, a large wound is made, which, 
from the injudicious way of drefling it 
at firft, does not afterwards {peedily 
heal. 

Thefe circumftances led him to think 
of making fome alterations in the or- 


enry Fearon, Surgeon to the 


dinary mode of sig ; and this he 
has accordingly done. 

The method of operating, as re- 
commended by the author, ** confifts 
in diffeCling away all the difeafed part 
of the breaft or teftis, through one 
fimple, longitudinal incifion, large 
enough to admit of the perfect removal 
of all the difeafed part or parts, and 
then bringing the edges of the wound 
into contact, and retaining them in 
that fituation by flips of ticking plaif- 
ter, ligature, or both if neceffary, ’till 
they unite by what is called the firft 
intention.” A very confiderable im- 
provement; fince by it, much pain 
under the ufe of the knife, and much 
time in the healing of the wound are 
faved, and much deformity is after- 
wards avoided.—Some account of this 
method of operating, as the author 
informs us in the preface to his trea- 
tife, was formerly publithed by Dr. 
Simmons in the London Medical Jour- 
nal. ‘This circumftance, together with 
fome others, the author has thought 
proper to mention, in order to fhow 
that he was the firft introducer of this 
improved practice, which, it fhould 
feem, fome other furgeon in London, 
whofe name, from motives of delicacy, 
is concealed, has very uncandidly ar- 
rogated to himfelf. 

‘The author appears ta be of the opi- 

nion 
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nion of Mr. John Hunter, that cancer 
is, at firft, a local difeafe; and, con- 
fequently, he places little faith in in- 
ternal medicines. He ftrenuoufly re- 
commends early operation ; and relates, 
towards the end of the pamphlet, two 
cafes which fhow the great danger of 
delay. 

In confirmation of the advantages of 
the mode of operation and after-treat- 
ment which he propofes, the author 
relates feveral cafes which fell under 
his own care, and which are felected, 
as he fays, from the worft of thofe in 
which he has operated. Of thefe onc 
only proved | finally unfuccefsful, and 
even from this cafe, the practic ability 
and advantage, he obferves, of uniting 
the parts by the firft intention are ren- 
dered apparent. 

On the treatment of cancerous com- 

laints in which the operation cannot 
f attempted, the obfervations of the 
author are not very many. He has 
found hemlock and opium to act as 


Arr. CXXV. 
Cadell. 

THE defign of this work is, to 
give the reader a concife account of 
the moft impo rtant events which have 
happened in Great-Britain, from the 
firit invafion of it by the Romans un- 
der Julius Czfar to the prefent times; 
together with a diftinct view of the 
religion, laws, learning, arts, com- 
merce, and manners of its tnhabitants, 
in every age between thefe two periods. 

To accomplifh this defign within as 
narrow limits as poflible, the author 
hath endeavoured to exprefs every thing 
in the feweft and plaineft w ords, and 
to arrange his materials in the moft 
regular order, according to the follow- 
ing plan. 

‘The whole work is divided into ten 
books. Each bock begins and ends 
at fome remarkable revolution, and 
contains the hiftory and delineation of 
the firft of thefe revolutions, and of 
the intervening period. Every one of 
thefe ten books is uniformly divided 
into feven chapters, which do not car- 
ry on the thread of the hiftory one after 
another, as in other works of this kind; 
but all the feven chapters of the fame 
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The f Uiftory of Great-Britain. 


June 
palliatives only, and even that but for 
a time. They anfwer belt in allevia. 
ting the fufferings of the patient when 
exhibited alternately. 

With regard to external applications; 
he has founda poultice of linfeed meal 
preferable to any other, ‘* its muci- 
Jaginous and adhefive quality : rendering 
it more eafily removed, and keeping 
the fore cleaner.” 

‘The author has drawn up his treatife 
with great modelty: and, on account 
of the improvement which it propofes, 
it certainly deferves the attention of 
thofe of the profeffion. We cannot 
help thinking, however, that the fav- 
ing of the teguments and the union of 
the parts by the fir intention, the 

two great improvements here propofed, 
if they have not been written upon, 
have, at leaft, been practifed, though 
not fo completely, as wellin thefe as 
in other operations, by fome furgeons 
farther back than the author imagines, 


book begin at the fame point of time, 
run parallel to one another, and end 
together; each chapter prefenting the 
reader with the hiftory of one particu- 
lar object, For example: 

The firft chapter of each book con- 
tains the Civil and Military Hiftory of 
Great-Britain, in the period w hich is 
the fubje&t of that book. The fecond 
chapter of the fame book contains the 
Hittory of Religion, or the Ecclefi- 
aftical Hiftory of Britain in the fame 
period. ‘The third chapter contains 
the Hiftory of our Conftitution, Go- 
vernment, Laws, and Courts of Juftice. 
The fourth chapter comprehends the 
Hiitory of Learning, of learned Men, 
and of the chief Seminaries of Learn- 
ing. ‘The fifth chapter contains the 
Hiitory of the Arts, both ufeful and 
ornamental, neceflary and pleafing. ‘The 
fixth chapter is employed in giving 
-) Hiftory of Commerce, of Shipping, 

of Money or Coin, and of the Prices 
of Commodities. The feventh and laft 

hapter of the fame book contains the 
Hittory of the Manners, Virtues, Vices, 
remarkable Cuftoms, Language, Drefs, 


Diet, 


By Dr. Henry. 4to. 5 Vols, 
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1785. 
Diet, and Diverfions of the people of 
Great-Britain, in the fame period. 
This plan is regularly and ftri€tly pur- 
fued from the beginning to the end of 
this work: fo that each of the ten 
books of which it confifts, may be 
confidered as a complete work in it- 
felf, as far as it reaches; and alfo as a 
perfect pattern and model of all the 
other books. 

N. B. ‘The fir volume of this work 
contains the Hiftory of Britain accord- 
ing to the above plan, from the firft 
invafion of the Romans, A. A.C. 55, 
to the arrival of the Saxons, A. D. 449, 
PP: $73: 

The fecond volume contains the 
Hiftory of Britain from the arrival of 
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the Saxons, A. D. 9, to the landing 
of William Duke of Feinade, A.D. 
1066. pp. 621. 

The third volume contains the Hi- 
{tory of Britain from the landing of 
William Duke of Normandy, A. D. 
ro66, to the death of King John, 
A. D. 1216. pp. 628. 

The fourth volume continues the 
fame Hiftory from the death of King 
John, A. D. 1216, to the acceffion of 
Henry IV. A. D. 1399. pp. 627. 

The fifth volume, which is juft pub- 
lifhed, carries on the work from the 
acceflion of Henry IV. A. D. 1399; 
to the acceffion of Henry VII. A. D. 
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Art.CXXVI. SHOOTING: A Poem. 4to. 2s. 6d. Faulder. 1784. 


THOUGH genius be indifpenfably 
requifite for every fpecies of poetical 
compofition, there are fome that may 
be tolerably executed with but a mo- 
derate fhare of it. Of thefe none feems 
to require a lefs exertion of intellectual 
powers, than the didactic. Of this 
circumftance the poet is apt to avail 
himfelf; for how frequently is it, that 
finding his materials, for the moft part, 
ready colle¢ted to his hands, he con- 
cludes that, when thefe are properly 
arranged, and put into decent verte, 
his tafk is completed; and, indeed, if 
the poet’s reputation depended on the 
abfence of faults rather than the exhi- 
bition of beauties, no one could rea- 
fonably think he had done lefs than 
his undertaking required of him: but 
negative merit ought not to ufurp the 
praife that is due only to pofitive ex- 
cellence. How far will the preceding 
remark apply to the poem before us? 
To anfwer this queftion properly, it 
will be neceflary to give a flight ana- 
lyfis of the work. 

‘The poem opens with an invocation 
to the fylvan mufe, and an obferva- 
tion that the exercife of fhooting is 
an ufeful preparative for the profeflion 
of arms. ‘The poet hence glides into 
an apology for the choice of his fub- 
jet, on which he then immediately 
enters. Havimg enumerated the ne- 
ceflary apparatus of a fportfman, he 
commences the preceptive part of his 
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poem with partridge-fhooting; which, 
it muft be acknowledged, he has de- 
{cribed with accuracy and animation : 


‘¢ Here, where the yellow wheat away is drawn, 
And the thick ftubble clothes the ruffet lawn, 
Begin the fport.—Eager and unconfin’d 
As when ftern A£olus unchains the wind, 

The active pointer, from his thong unbound, 
Impatient dafhes o’er the dewy ground, 
With glowing eye, and undulating tail, 
Ranges the field, and fnuffs the tainted gale; 
Yet, ’midft his ardour, ftill his mafter fears, 
And the rettraining whittle careful hears. 

So when Britannia’s watchful navies fweep, 
In Freedom’s awful caufe, the hoftile deep, 
Tho’ the brave warrior panting to engage, 
And loofe on England’s toes his patriot rage, 
The tempeft’s howling fury deems too slow 
To fill his fails and waft him to the toe; 
Yet, ’midit the fiery confli€t, if he {py 
From the high matt his leader’s fignal fly, 
To the command obedience inftant pays, 
And marttal order martial courage fways. 

‘* See how exact they try the ftubble o’er, 

Quarter the field, and every turn explore; 

Now fudden wheel, and now attentive feize 

The known advantage of th’ oppofing breeze.— 
At once they ftop!—yon’ caretul dog defcries 
Where clofe and near the lurking covey lies. 
His caution mark, left even a breath betray 

Th’ impending danger to his timid prey ; 

In various attitudes around him ftand, 

Silent and motionlefs, the attending band, 

So when the fon of Danae and of Jove, 

Crown’d by gay conqueft and fuccefSsful love, 
Saw Phineus and his frantic rout invade 

The feftive rights by Hymen facred made, 

To the rude Bacchanals his arm out{pread 

The horrid umage of Medufa’s head ; 

Soon as the locks their {naky curls difclofe, 

A marble ftiffnels feiz’d his threatening foes ; 
Fix’d were % eyes that mark’d 7 javelin thrown, 
And each itern warrior rear’d dys lance in itone. 
2 L 4+ Now 
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** Now by the glowing cheek and heaving breaft 
Is expectation’s fanguine with exprefs’d. 
Ah curb your headlong ardour! nor refufe 
Patient to hear the precepts of the Mufe. 
Sooner fhall noify heat in rath difpute, 

The reafoning calm of piacid fenfe confute ; 

Sooner the headlong rout’s mifguided rage 

With the firm phalanx equal combat wage, 

Than the warm youth, whom anxious hopes in- 
flame, 

Purfue the fleeting mark with fteady aim. 

By temp’rate thought your glowing paffions cool, 

And bow the {welling heart to reafon’s rule; 

Elfe when the whirring pinion, as it flies; 

Alarms your ftartled ear, and dazzled eyes, 

Unguided by the cautious arm of care, 

Your random bolts hall waite their torce in air. 

us — rife!—they rife!—Ah yet your fire 

re{train, 
Till the ’maz’d birds fecurer diftance gain ; 
For, thrown too clofe, the fhots your hopes elude, 
Wide of your aim, and innocent of blood ; 
But mark with careful eye their leffening flight, 
Your ready gun obedient to your fight, 
And at the length where frequenttrials thew, 
Your fatal weapon gives the fureft blow, 
Draw quick !—yet iteady care ® quicknefs join, 
Left the fhock’d barre! deviate from the line, 
So fhall fuccefs your ardent withes pay, 
And fure deftruéction wait the flying prey.’’ 


A caution againft carelefinefs, when 
fhooting in parties, introduces an epi- 
fode, taken from the firft book of 
Heroditus, of Atys accidentally killed 
by Adraftus, as they were engaged in 
the purfuit of the chace. ‘To this 
epifode it may be objecied, that it not 
only occupies a greater fhare of the 
poet’s attention than its importance 
demanded, it extending nearly through 
a third of the poem; but that it hath 
too flight a connexion with the fub- 
ject, and, from its remote antiquity, 
does not fufliciently blend with the 
reft of the performance, which is ne- 
ceffarily confined to objects of the pre- 
fent' moment. An epifode, formed 
upon fome one of the many fatal acci- 
dents that have happened in modern 
times, from following this fanguinary 
amufement in company, might have 
been introduced with much greater 
propriety, and could fcarcely have 
failed to prove both interefting and pa- 
thetic. 

The epifode being difmiffed, the 
yoet refumes this fubject, and fuccei- 
fively proceeds to pheafant, woodcock, 
hare, fnipe, water-fowl, and moor- 
game fhooting. A few general pre- 
cepts conclude the poem. As a far- 
ther fpecimen ef which, may be given 





the following extraé&t. ‘The admoni- 
tion, indeed,.’ which it contains, is 
certainly of more confequence than all 
the cther precepts of the art united. 


*¢ More hurtful ftill to try, with diftant blow, 
To bring the percher from th’ aerial bough. 
How hall his thoughts the level that prepare 
With all the caution of mechanic care, 
Exact and fteady as the fage’s eye 
Thro’ Galileo’s tube furveys the fky, 
With ready view the tranfient object feize, 
Swift as the motion of the rapid breeze, 
Purfue the uncertain mark with fwift addrefs, 
And catch the fleeting moment of fuccefs? 

** Ere yet the Mufe her lay perceptive end, 
Ye eager youths thefe friendly rules attend : 
*T is not enough, that cautious aim, and fure, 
From erring fhots your brave compeers fecure, 
That prudence guard thofe ills ® erft might fiow 
From the wing’d javelin, and the founding bow; 
For on the gun unnumber’d dangers wait, 
And various forms of unexpected fate. 
Drawn thro’ the thorny hedge the uncertain lock 
May give, with fudden {pring, a deadly fhock ; 
Or the loofe fpark the rapid flath may raife, 
And wrap the fulphurous duft in inftant blaze. 

‘¢ Tis hence the military race prepare 
The novice youth with fuch affiduous care, 
And teach him, with punétilious art, to wield 
The weighty firelock in the embattled field. 
Tho’ fome may deem the attention urg’d too far, 
As the mere pomp and circumftance of war; 
When clofely wedged the firm battalions ftand, 
Rank prefs’d on rank, and band impelling band; 
Did not faftidious zeal with cautious plan 
Define each act, and every motion fcan, 

Oft would the bullet, ’mid the battle’s roar, 
The thirfty herbage dye with friendly gore, 
And oft the dangerous weapon’s kindling breath 
Change fields of exercife, to fields of death. 

** Behold yon’ eager rage who.o’er the plain, 

With ftimulating heel and loofen’d rein, 
Their panting courfers urge to leave behind 
The rapid currents of the northern wind, 

Tho’ as with headlong rage they rufh along, 
Impending dangers feem to wait the throng; 
Tho’ accident with more apparent face 

Seem to attend the ardour of the chafe; 

Yet, ’midft thefe calmer fports with ghaftly mein 
The pallid form of flaughter lurks unfeen ; 
And, while the hunter checks his bold career 
To pour on Ruffel’s tomb the forrowing tear, 
The {portive train who haunt the fatal glades, 
W here hoary Camus flows by Granta’s fhades, 
Shall weep the unexpected blow that gave 
Their much-loved Cotton to a timeleis grave. 
Lamented youth! when erft on Warley’s plains 
We led in radiant arms our ruftic fwains, 
What time Britannia, friendlefs and forlorn, 
Her fhores expofed, her naval trophies torn; 
Bold in her native vigour dared oppoie 
Rebellious fubje&ts and combining foes ; 

In vain thy generous bofom burn’d to ftand 
The manly bulwark of an injured land, 

Or, nebly bleeding by the hoftile ball, 
In-treedom’s and in Albion’s caufe to fall; 
Docm’d by relentlefs fate, to prefs the ground, 
‘The unhappy victim of a catual wound.”’ 
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From the extracts, and the fketch 
of the poem itfelf, it will appear, that 
the reader who fhall expect from it 
either originality or genius will pro- 
bably be difappointed. It is not, how- 


‘ever, without merit: the author writes 


like a man of tafte, a gentleman, and 
a fcholar. And though, indeed, to 
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write tolerable verfe is now an accom- 
plifhment within the reach of almoft 
any one that has had a liberal educa- 
tion, it is fome praife to have com- 
pofed a poem that, in an age fo fafti- 
dious as the prefent, can be read with- 
out wearinefs or difguft. 


Art. CXXVII. Odjervations on the Importance of the Arerican Revolution, and 
the Means of making it a Benefit to the World. To which is added, a Letter from 
M. Turgot, late Comptroller-General of the Finances of France: With an Appendix, 
containing a Tranflation of the Will of M. Fortuné Ricard, lately publifbed in France. 
By Richard Price, D. D, LL.D. and Fellow of the Royal Society of London, and of 
the 


Academy of Arts and Sciences in New England. 8vo. 2s.6d. Cadell. 


1785. 


(Concluded from page 382.) 


IT is not conceivable, the doé¢tor 
thinks, that they fhould meet with any 

reat difficulties in doing this. Their 
bes at prefent, we are told, are mo- 
derate; and they are very capable of 
bearing taxes fufficient for the purpofe 
of a gradual redemption. A finking 
fund, guarded againft mifapplication, 
may foon extinguifh them, and prove 
a refource in all events of the greateft 
importance. 

There is one debt, however, on 
which no finking fund, he fays, can 
have any effe¢t; and which it is im- 
poffible for them to difcharge :—a debt, 
greater, perhaps, than has been ever 
due from any country ; and which will 
be deeply felt by their lateft pofterity. 
—But itis a debt of gratitude only— 


of gratitude to that general, who has 


been raifed up by Providence to make 
them free and independent, and whofe 
name muft fhine among the firft in the 
future annals of the benefactors of 
mankind. 

Our author then recommends, and 
inculcates, fuch meafures, as he thinks 
are beft calculated to preferve and per- 
petuate peace in America. And here 
we are told, that the American States, 
having no external enemy to fear, are 
in danger of fighting with one ano- 
ther; that this is their grease danger, 
and the providing fecurities againit it 
their hardeft work. 

The decifions of Congrefs are ren- 
dered inefficient and futile, becaufe no 

rovifion is made for enforcing them. 
Dr. Price acknowledges that he is by 
no means qualified’ to point out the 


beft method of removing this defeé&s 
he thinks, however, that Congrefs may 
be furnifhed with a power of calling 
out from the confederated States, quotas 
of militia, fufficient to force at once 
the compliance of any ftate which may 
fhew an inclination to break the union 
by refifting its decifions. 

The next point he mentions, as an 
object of fupreme importance, is the 
eftablifhment of fuch a fyftem of per- 
fect liberty, religious as well as civil, 
in America, as fhall render it a count 
where truth and reafon fhall have fair 
play, and the human powers find full 
{cope for exerting themfelves, and for 
fhewing how far they can carry human 
improvement. 

The faculties of man, we are told, 
have hitherto, in all countries, been 
more or lefs cramped by the interfe- 
rence of civil authority in matters of 
fpeculation, by tyrannical laws againft 
herefy and fchifm, and by flavifh hie- 
rarchies and religious eftablifhments. 
It is above all things defireable, the 
doctor fays, that no fuch fetters on 
reafon fhould be admitted into Ame- 
rica: and he obferves, with inexprefli- 
ble fatisfaction, that at prefent they 
have no exiftence there. In this re- 
fpect, he fays, the governments of the 
United States are liberal to a degree 
that is unparalleled. They have the 
diftinguifhed honour of being the firft 
States under Heaven, in which forms 
of government had been eftablithed fa- 
vourable to univerfal liberty. Being 
thus diftinguifhed in their infancy, 
what will they be in a more advanced 
3L2 
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ftate? May we not fee thé dawning 
of brighter days on earth, and a new 
creation rifing ? 

The liberty our author means, in- 
cludes in it liberty of conduct in all 
civil matters—liberty of difcuffion in 
all fpeculative matters—and liberty of 
pay he in all religious matters ;— 
and it is then perfect, he fays, when 
under no reftraint except when ufed to 
injure any one in his perfon, property, 
or good name; that is, except when 
ufed to defiroy itfelf. 

In regard to liberty of difcuffion, 
civil governors, in Dr. Price’s opinion, 
go miferably out of their proper pro- 
vince, whenever they take upon them 
the care of truth, or the fupport of any 
doftrinal points. ‘They are not judges 
of truth; and if they pretend to de- 
cide about it, they will decide wrong. 
Jt is fuperftition, idolatry, and non- 
fenfe, that civil power at prefent fup- 
ports almoft every where, under the 
jdea of fupporting facred truth, and 
oppoting dangerous error. 

Civil eftablifhments of formularies 
of faith and worfhip, he cenfures as 
inconfiftent with the rights of private 
judgement; they en ender ftrife, turn 
religion into a trade, fhoar up error, 
producing hypocrify and prevarication, 
Jaying an undue bias on the human 
mind in its enquiries, obftructing the 
progrefs of truth, and impeding the 
improvement of the world. So apt 
are mankind, he fays, to mifreprefent 
the chara¢ter of the Deity, and to con- 
neét his favour with particular modes 
of faith, that it muft be expected, that 
a religion fo fettled, will be what it 
has hitherto been—a gloomy and cruel 
fuperftition, hearing the name of reli- 
gion. 

‘** Tt has long been a fubjeé of dif- 
pute (continues he) which is worft in 
its effects on fociety, /uch a religion, 
or fpeculative Atheifm. For my own 
part, could almoft give the preference 
to the latter, Atheifm is fo repug- 
nant to every principle of commecn- 
fenfe, that it is not poflible it fhould 
ever gain much ground, or become very 
prevalent. On the contrary ; there is 
a particular pronenefs in the human 


mind to Superftition, and nothing is 
= 
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more likely to become prevalent.—— 
Atheifm leaves us to the full influence 
of moft of our natural feelings and fo- 
cial principles ; and thefe are fo ftrong 
in their operation, that in general they 
are a fafticient guard to the order of 
fociety. But Superftition counteratts 
thefe principles, by holding forth men 
to one another as objects of divine 
hatred; and by putting them on har- 
rafling, filencing, imprifoning, and 
burning one another in order to do 
God fervice.—Atheifm is a fan¢tuary 
for vice, by taking away the motives 
to virtue arifing from the will of God, 
and the fear of a future judgement. 
But Superftition is more a fanétuary for 
vice, by teaching men ways of pleafing 
God without moral virtue, and by 
leading them even to compound for 
wickeduefs by ritual fervices, by bodi- 
ly penances and mortifications, by 
adorning fhrines, going pilgrimages, 
faying many prayers, receiving abfolu- 
tion from the prieft, exterminating he- 
retics, &c.—Atheifm deftroys the fa- 
crednefs and obligation of an oath. 
But has there not been alfo a religion 
(fo called) which has done this, by 
leading its profeffors to a perfuafion 
that there exifts a power on earth which 
can difpenfe with the obligation of 
oaths, that grows frauds are right, and 
that faith is not to be kept with here- 
ticks? 

** It is indeed only a rational and 
liberal religion; a religion founded on 
juft notions of the Deity, as a Being 
who regards equally every fincere wor- 
fhipper, and by whom all are alike fa- 
voured as far as they act up to the light 
they enjoy; a religion which confifts 
in the imitation of the moral perfections 
of an almighty but benevolent gover- 
nour of nature, who direéts for the 
beft all events, in confidence in the 
care of his Providence, in refignation 
to his will, and in the faithful dif- 
charge of every duty of piety and mo- 
rality, from a regard to his authority 
and the apprehenfion of a future righte- 
ous retribution,—It is only THIs re- 
ligion (the infpiring principle of every 
thing fair, and worthy, and joyful, and 
which in truth is nothing but the love 
of God and man,gnd virtue, warming 
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the heart and directing the conduét.) 
It is only Tuts kind of religion that 
can blefs the world, or be an advan- 
tage to fociety.—This is the religion 
that every enlightened friend to man- 
kind will be zealous to promote. But 
it is a religion that the powers of the 
world know little of, and which will 
always be beft promoted by being left 
free and open. 

«« Tcannot help adding here, that 
fuch in particular is the Chriftian reli- 
gion. Chriftianity teaches us that 
there is none good but one, that Is, 
God; that he willeth all men to be 
faved, and will punifh nothing but 
wickednefs ; that he defires mercy and 
not facrifice (benevolence rather than 
rituals); that loving him with all our 
hearts, and loving our neighbour as 
ourfelves, is the whole of our duty ; 
and that in every nation he that feareth 
him and worketh righteoufnefs is ac- 
cepted of him. It refts its authority 
on the power of God, not of man; re- 
fers itfelf entirely to the underftandings 
of men; makes us the fubjects of a 
kingdom that is not of this world; 
and requires us to elevate our minds 
above temporal emoluments, and to 
look forwards to a ftate beyond the 
grave, where a government of perfect 
virtue will be erected under that Mef- 
fiah who has tejfed death for every man. 
—What have the powers of the world 
to do with fuch a religion ?—It dif- 
claims all connexicn with them; it 
made its way at firft in oppofition to 
them; and, as far as it is now upheld 
by them, it is difhonoured and vilified.” 

The fpirit of religious  eftablifh- 
ments, he further condemns, as oppo- 
fite to the fpirit of Chriftianity ; it is, 
fays he, a {pirit of pride and tyranny, 
in oppofition to the Chriftian /oww/y 
{fpirit; a contra¢ted and felfith fpirit, 
in oppofition to the Chriftian enlarged 
and benevolent fpirit; the fpirit of 
the world, in oppofition to the Chrif- 
tian Leavenly {pirit. 

Such pernicious and horrid things 
are civil eftablifhments of religion, in 
our author’s opinion, that in the ar- 
dour of his zeal, he prays fervently 
that Heaven may foon put an end to 
them, ‘The world will never be ge- 
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nerally wife, or virtuous, or happy, he 
fays, till thefe enemies to its peace 
improvement are demolifhed,————~ 
«* ‘Thanks be to God (continues he) 
they are giving way before increafing 
light. Let them never fhow themfelves 
in America. Let no fuch montfter be 
known there as human authority in 
matters of religion. Let every honeft 
and peaceable man, whatever is his 
faith, be protected there; and find an 
effectual defence againft the attacks of 
bigotry and intolerance.—In the United 
States may religion flourifh! ‘They 
cannot be very great and happy if it 
does not. But let it bea better reli- 
gion than moft of thofe which have 
been hitherto profeffed in the world. 
Let it be a religion which enforces 
moral obligations; not a religion 
which relaxes and evades them.—A 
tolerant and catholic religion; not a 
rage for profelitifm.—A religion of 
peace and charity; not a religion that 
perfecutes, curfes, and damns.—In a 
word, let it be the genuine gofpel of 
eace lifting above the world, warm- 
ing the heart with the love of God and 
his creatures, and fuftaining the forti- 
tude of good men by the aifured hope 
of a future deliverance from death, and 
an infinite reward in the everlaftin 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour.” 
‘Lhe do¢tor goes on to give his fen- 
timents concerning education, the dan- 
gers to which the American States are 
expofed, internal wars, unequal diftri- 
bution of property, trade, banks, paper 
credit, oaths, the Negro trade, and 
flavery ;—but it is unneceffary for us 
to attend him any farther. —We cannot 
conclude, however, without obferv- 
ing, that he advances principles, in 
the courfe of his work, which appear 
to us utterly indefenfible; principles 
which, in their dire& and natural con- 
fequences, would prove, if not fub- 
verfive of the interefts of virtue and 
religion, at leaft, extremely prejudicial 
to them. Weare, indeed, aftonifhed 
that he does not fee thefe confequences ; 
if he had, we are perfuaded he never 
would have advanced fuch principles ; 
as there is not a man on earth, we 
firmly believe, who is more follicitous 
to promote the beit interelts of fociety, 
oft 
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or a more determined foe to every fpe- 
cies of tyranny and oppreffion, civil 
or ecclefiaftical. 

M. Turgot’s letter was written in 
the year 1778; it fhews a very en- 
larged and liberal turn of mind, and 
contains obfervations in which the 
United States are deeply concerned.— 
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The will of M. Fortuné Ricard will 
amufe the doétor’s readers; it exem- 
plifies, with much pleafantry and hu- 
mour, the account which Dr. Price 
gives of the powers of compound in- 
tereft, ora finking fund, and the ufes 
to which they may be applied, for the 
benefit of nations and je pofterity. 


Art. CXXVIII. Additions and CorreGions* to the firft and fecond Editions of 
Dr. Adam Smith's —- into the Nature and Caufes of the Wealth of Natians, 


4to. pp. 79. 2s. Cadell. 1784. 


COMMERCE, on its prefent ex- 
tenfive fcale, being of modern date, 
it is not furprifing, that through igno- 
rance and want of experience, its prin- 
ciples fhould for a long time have been 
very much mifunderftood. An hoftile 
rivalfhip has commonly been thought 
to be included in the very idea of trade; 
and hence it has been generally under- 
ftood, that the only way for a com- 
mercial nation to fupport its confe- 
quence, and increafe its wealth, is by 
cafting every obftruction in the way of 
other trading countries. From this 
principle has arifen the whole fyftem 
of rettri€tion in commercial law, and 
innumerable jealoufies between neigh- 
bouring ftates. 

At length, however, the world be- 
gins to perceive, that commerce de- 
pends, not upon a competition, but 
upon a combination of interefts; and 
that it is beft fupported, not by mu- 
tual limitations and embarraff{ments, 
but by a perfect freedom of intercourfe. 
It is now underftood, that the trade 
of nations, as well as individuals, flou- 
rifhes beft, when the trader is fur- 
rounded by opulent neighbours; and 
that the mutual encouragement of Ia- 
bour, in the feveral ways in which 
each country, from its natural advan- 
tages, or acquired habits, is beft able 
to excel, muft be a mutual benefit; 
and that even where their labour. is 
employed in the fame track, it is as 
injurious to oy ae go nations, as 
jt is commonly found to . to neigh- 
bouring individuals, to live in a per- 
petual ftate of jealoufy. 

Thefe principles, though certainly 


juft, were little known, or underftood, 
by our old writers upon commerce; 
and, indeed, feem never to have been 
fettled in their full force, till Dr, 
Adam Smith wrote his Inquiry. In 
this work, however, they are eftablifh- 
ed in a manner which nearly approach- 
es to demontftration; fo that the au- 
thor is entitled to the praife, not only 
of having written an excellent book, 
on a fubjeét before very imperfedtly 
underftood, but of having laid the 
foundation of a commercial fyitem of 
policy, which cannot fail, in time, to 
fubdue the narrow prejudices which 
have hitherto influenced the counfels 
of itatefmen, as well as the condu& 
of merchants. 

A third edition of this important 
work is now prefented to the public, 
with feveral additions, which are 
printed feparately, in quarto, to ac- 
commodate the purchafers of the two 
former editions. ‘Thefe additions are 
numerous and valuable, and ferve to 
confirm the author’s commercial fyftem. 
Several of them enter into the detail 
concerning the prefent ftate of the Bri- 
tifh trade. ‘The articles principally 
infitted on, are, the ftate of commerce 
between Great-Britain and France; the 
effects of the bounty on corn; that on 
the white herring fifhery, and other 
bounties; the reitrictions and prohi- 
bitions refpe¢ting the materials of ma- 
nufacture, particularly wool; regu- 
lated and joint-ftock companies. 

We fhall take advantage of this re- 
publication, and of thefe additions to 
the work, to feleét, from the new ma- 
terials, a curious extra¢ét from our au- 

thor’s 


_ * Thefe are included in the third edition (juit publifhed}of The Inquiry, &c. in three vols. Sy9- 


Price one guinea bound. 
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thor’s clear and judicious view of the 
hiftory and prefent ftate of the Eaft- 
India Company. 

«« The old Englifh-India Company 
was eftablifhed in 1600, by a charter 
from Queen Elizabeth. In the firft 
twelve voyages which they fitted out 
for India, they appear to have traded 
as a regulated company, with feparate 
ftocks, though only in the general 
fhips of the company. In 1612, they 
united into ajoint ftock. ‘Their char- 
ter was exclufive, and though not con- 
firmed by act of parliament, was in 
thofe days fuppofed to convey a real 
exclufive privilege. For many years, 
therefore, they were not much difturb- 
ed by interlopers. Their capital, which 
never exceeded feven hundred and for- 
ty-four thoufand pounds, and of which 
fifty pounds was a fhare, was not fo 
exorbitant, nor their dealings fo ex- 
tenfive, as to afford either a pretext 
for grofs negligence and profufion, or 
acover to grois malverfation. Not- 
withftanding fome extraordinary loffes, 
occafioned partly by the malice of 
the Dutch Eaft-India Company, and 
partly by other accidents, they carried 
on for many years a fuccefsful trade. 
But in procefs of time, when the prin- 
ciples of liberty were better underftood, 
it became every day more and more 
doubtful how far a royal charter, not 
confirmed by act of parliament, could 
convey an exclufive privilege. Upon 
this queftion the decifions of the courts 
of juftice were not uniform, but varied 
with the authority of government and 
the humours of the times. Interlopers 
multiplied upon them; and towards 
the end of the reign of Charles II. 
through the whole of that of James II. 
and during a part of that of William III. 
reduced them to great diftrefs, In 
1698, a propofal was made to parlia- 
ment of advancing two millions to go- 
vernment at eight per cent. sa, 
the fubfcribers were erected into a new 
Faft-IndiaCompany with exclufive pri- 
vileges. ‘The oid Eaft-India Company 
offered feven hundred thoufand pounds, 
nearly the amount of their capital, at 
four per cent. upon the fame condi- 
tions. But fuch was at that time the 
Rate of public credit, thatit was more 
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convenient for government to borrow 
two millions at eight per cent. than 
feven hundred thoufand pounds at four. 
The propofal of the new fubfcribers 
was accepted, and a new Eaft-India 
Company eftablifhed in confequence. 
The old Eaft-India Company, how- 
ever, had a right to continue their 
trade till 1701. They had, at the 
fame time, in the name of their trea- 
furer, fubfcribed, very artfully, three 
hundred and fifteen thoufand pounds 
into the ftock of the new. By a ne- 
gligence in the expreffion of the act of 
parliament, which vefted the Eaft-India 
trade in the fubfcribers to this loan of 
two millions, it did not appear evi- 
dent that they were all obliged to 
unite into ajoint ftock. A few private 
traders, whofe fubfcriptions amount- 
ed only to feven thoufand two hundred 
pounds, infifted upon the privilege of 
trading feparately upon their own 
ftocks, and at their own rifk. The 
old Eaft-India Company had a right to 
a feparate trade upon their old ftock 
till 1701; and they had likewife, both 
before and after that period, a right, 
like that of other private traders, to a 
feparate trade upon the three hundred 
and fifteen thoufand pounds, which 
they had fubfcribed into the ftock of 
the new company. ‘The competition 
of the two companies with the private 
traders, and with one another, is faid 
to have well nigh ruined both. Upon 
a fubfequent occafion, in 1730, when 
a propofal was made to parliament for 
putting the trade under the manage- 
ment of a regulated company, and 
thereby laying it in fome meafure open, 
the Eaft-India Company, in oppofi- 
tion to this propofal, reprefented, in 
very ftrong terms, what had been, at 
this time, the miferable effects, as they 
thought them, of this competition. 
In India, they faid, it raifed the price 
of goods fo high, that they were not 
worth the buying; and in England, 
by overftocking the market, it funk 
their price fo low, that no profit could 
be made by them. ‘That by a more 
plentiful fupply, to the great advan- 
tage and conveniency of the public, 
it muft have reduced, very much, the 
price of India goods in the Englifh 

market, 
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market, cannot well be doubted; but 
that it fhould have raifed very much 
their price in the Indian market, 
feems not probable, as all the extraor- 
dinary demand which that competi- 
‘tion could occafion, muft have been 
but as a drop of water in the immenfe 
ocean of Indian commerce. ‘The in- 
creafe of demand, befides, though in 
the beginning it may fometimes raife 
the price of goods, never fails to lower 
it in the long-run. It encourages pro- 
duction, and thereby increafes the 
competition of the producers, who, 
in order to underfell one another, have 
recourfe to new divifions of labour, 
and new improvements of art, which 
might never otherwife have been 
thought of. The miferable effects of 
which the company complained, were 
the cheapnefs of confumption and the 
encouragement given to produttion, 
precifely the two effects which it is 
the great bufinefs of political economy 
to promote. ‘The competition, how- 
ever, of which they gave this doleful 
account, had not been allowed to be 
of long continuance. In 1702, the 
two companies were, in fome meafure, 
united by an indenture tripartite, to 
which the Qteen was the third party ; 
and in 1708, they were, by act of 
parliament, perfectly confolidated into 
one company, by their prefent name 
of the United Company of Merchants 
trading to the Faft-Indies. Into this 
act it was thought worth while to in- 
fert a claufe, allowing the feparate 
traders to continue their trade till Mi- 
chaelmas 1711, but at the fame time 
empowering the direCtors, upon three 
rears notice, to redeem their little 
capital of feven thoufand two hundred 
pounds, and thereby to convert the 
whole ftock of the Company into a 
joint-ftock. By the fame a&, the ca- 
pital of the Company, in confequence 
of a new loan to government, was aug- 
mented from two millions to three 
millions two hundred thoufand pounds. 
In 1743, the Company advanced ano- 
ther million to government. But this 


million being raifed, not by a call 
upon the proprietors, but by felling 
annuities and contracting bond-debts, 
it did not angment /the ftock upon 
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roprietors could claim a 
dividend. It augmented, however, 
their trading ftock, it being equally 
liable with the other three millions 
two hundred thoufand pounds, to the 
loffes fuftained, and debts contraéted, 
by the Company, in profecution of 
their mercantile projects. From 1708, 
or at leaft from 1711, this Company, 
being delivered from all competitors, 
and fully eftablifhed in the monopoly 
of the Englith commerce to the Eaft- 
Indies, carried on a fuccefsful trade, 
and from their profits made annually 
a moderate dividend to their proprie- 
tors. During the French war, which 
began in 1741, the ambition of Mr. 
Dupleix, the French governour of 
Pondicherry, involved them in the 
wars of the Carnatic, and in the poli- 
tics of the Indian princes. After ma- 
ny fignal fuccefles, and equally fignal 
loffes, they at lait loft Madras, at that 
time their principal fettlement in India. 
It was reftored to them by the treaty 
of Aix-la-Chapelle; and about this 
time the fpirit of war and conqueft 
feems to have taken poffeffion of their 
fervants in India, and never fince to 
have left them. During the French 
war, which began in 1755, their arms 
artook of the general good fortune of 
thofe of Great-Britain. They defend- 
ed Madras, took Pondicherry, reco- 
vered Calcutta, and acquired the reve- 
nues of a rich and extenfive territory, 
amounting, it was then faid, to up- 
wards of three millions a-year. ‘They 
remained for feveral years in quiet 
poffeffion of this revenue: but in 1767, 
adminiftration laid claim to their ter- 
ritorial acquifitions, and the revenue 
arifing from them, as of right belong- 
ing to the crown; and the Company, 
in compenfation for this claim, agreed 
to pay to government four hundred 
thoufand pounds a-year. They had, 
before this, gradually augmented their 
dividend from about fix to ten per 
cent.; that is, upon their capital of 
three millions two hundred thoufand 

ounds, they had increafed it by a 
hiendiea and twenty-eight thoufand 
pounds, or had raifed it from 
192,000 to 320,000 pounds a-year. 
They were attempting, about 
this 


which the 














to 
ha 
vel 
fan 
tw 
wit 
the 
inc. 
acts 
jee 
{pet 
the: 
eftis 
mil] 
new 
men 
late: 
peri 
dual 
twel 
crea! 
er ( 
of ¢ 
rifen 
meni 


prop 
ut | 

oun 

fo: 
tions 
territ 
amou 
ed; ; 
Cruti 
the 1 
tions 
at tw 
feven 
They 
poflef 
from 
toms 
tleme: 
and tl 
profits 
the ev 
the |} 
at thi 
thoufa 
that C 
five h 
the lo 
the his 


Le» 









1735. 
this time, to raife it ftill further, to 
twelve and a half per cent. which 
would have made their annual payments 
to their proprietors equal to what they 
had agreed to pay annually to go- 
vernment, or to four hundred thou- 
fand pounds a-year. But during the 
two years in which their agreement 
with government was to take place, 
they were reftrained from any further 
increafe of dividend by two fucceffive 
acts of parliament, of which the ob- 
ject was to enable them to make a 
{fpeedier progrefs in the payment of 
their debts, which were at this time 
eftimated at upwards of fix or feven 
millions fterling. In 1769, they re- 
newed their agreement with govern- 
ment for five years more, and ftipu- 
lated, that during the courfe of that 
period, they fhould be allowed gra- 
dually to increafe their dividend to 
twelve and a half percent.; never in- 
creafinz it, however, more than one 
ercent. in one year. ‘This increafe 
of dividend, therefore, when it had 
rifen to its utmoft height, could aug- 
ment their annual payments, to their 
roprietors and government together, 
bat by fix hundred and eight thonfand 
ounds, beyond what they had been 
‘fore their late territorial acquifi- 
tions. What the erofs revenue of thofe 
territorial acquifitions was fuppofed to 
amount to, has already been mention- 
ed; and by an account brought by the 
Cruttenden Eaft-Indiaman in 1768, 
the nett revenue, clear of all deduc- 
tions and military charges, was ftated 
at two millions forty-eight thoufand 
feven hundred and forty-feven pounds. 
They were faid at the fame time to 
poflefs another revenue, arifing partly 
from lands, but chiefly from the cuf- 
toms eftablifhed at their different fet- 
tlements, amounting to four hundred 
and thirty-nine thoufand pounds. The 
profits of their trade too, according to 
the evidence of their chairman before 
the Houfe of Commons, amounted, 
at this time, to at leaft four hundred 
thoufand pounds a-year; according to 
that of their accompiant, to at leaft 
five hundred thoufand; according to 
the loweft account, at leaf’ equal to 
the highéeft dividend that was to be 
Lonv. Mac. June 1785. 
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paid to their proprietors. So great a 
revenue might certainly have afforded 
an augmentation of fix hundred and 
eight thoufand pounds in their annual 

ayments; and‘at the fame time have 
left a large finking fund fufficient for 
the fpeedy reduction of their debts. 


In 1773, however, their debts, inftead — 
of being reduced, were augmented by’ 


an arrear to the treafury in the pay- 
ment of the four hundred thoufand 
ry. by another to the Cuftoms 
oufe for duties unpaid; by a large 
debt to the Bank for money borrowed; 
and by a fourth, for bills drawn upon 
them from India, and wantonly accept- 
ed, to the amount of upwards of twelve 
hundred thoufand pounds. The di- 
ftrefs which thefe accumulated claims 
brought upon them, obliged them not 
only to reduce all at once their divi- 
dend to fix per cent. but to throw 
themfelves upon the mercy of govern- 
ment, and to fupplicate, firft, a releafe 
from the further payment of the ftipus 
lated four hundred thoufand pounds 
a-year; and, fecondly, a loan of four- 
teen hundred thoufand, to fave them 
from immediate bankruptcy. The 
great increafe of their fortune had, it 
feems, only ferved to furnifh their fer- 
vants with a pretext for greater profu- 
fion, and a cover for greater malverfa- 
tion, than in proportion even to that 
increafe of fortune. ‘The conduct of 
their fervants in India, and the gene- 
ral ftate of their affairs both in india 
and in Europe, became the fubjects of 
a parliamentary inquigy; in confe- 
quence of which, feveral very impor- 
tant alterations were made in the con- 
ftitution of their government, both at 
home and abroad. In India, their prin- 
cipal fettlements of Madras, Bombay, 
and Calcutta, which had before been 
altogether independent of one another, 
were fubjected to a governour-general, 
affifted by a council of four affeffors, 
parliament affuming to itfelf the firft 
nomination of this -governour and 
council, who were to refide at Calcutta; 
that city having now become, what 
Madras was before, the moft important 
of the Englifh fettlements in India. 
The court of the mayor of Calcutta, 
originally inftituted for the trial of 
3M mercantile 
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mercantile caufes, which arofe in the 
city and neighbourhood, had gradually 
extended its jurifdi€tion with the ex- 
tenfion of the empire. _ It was now re- 
duced and confined to the original pur- 
pofe of its inftitution. Inftead of it 
a new fupreme court of judicature was 
eftablifhed, confitting of a chief juftice 
and three judges, to be appointed by 
thecrown. In Europe, the qualifica- 
tion neceflary to entitle a proprietor 
to vote at their general courts was 
raifed, from five hundred pounds, the 
original price of a fhare in the ftock 
of the Company, to a thoufand pounds. 
In order to vote upon this qualification 
too, it was declared neceffary that he 
fhould have poffeffed it, if acquired 
by his own purchafe, and not by inhe- 
ritance, for at leaft one year, inftead 
of fix months, the term requifite be- 
fore. ‘The court of twenty-four di- 
rectors had before been chofen annual- 
ly; but it was now enacted, that each 
direftor fhould, for the future, be 
chofen for four years; fix of them, 
however, to go out of office by rota- 
tion every year, and not to be capable 
of being re-chofen at the election of 
the fix new dire¢tors for the enfuing 
year. In confequence of thefe altera- 
tions, the courts, both of the proprie- 
tors and direétors, it was expected, 
would be likely to act with more dig- 
nity and fteadinefs than they had 
ufually done before. But it feems 
impoffible, by any alterations, to ren- 
der thofe courts, in any refpect, fit to 
govern, or even to fhare in the govern- 
ment of a great empire; becaufe the 
greater part of their members muft al- 
ways have too little intereft in the 
profperity of that empire, to give any 
ferious attention to what may promote 
it. Frequently a man of great, fome- 
times even a man of final! fortune, is 
willing to purchafe a thoufand pounds 
fhare iti India ftock, merely for the 
influence which he expects to acquire 
by a vote in the court of proprietors. 
It give him a fhare, though not in the 
plunder, yet in the appointment of the 

lunderers of India; the court of di- 
recto:s, though they make that ap- 
pointment, being neceffarily more or 
lefs under. the influence of the pro- 
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prietors, who not only eleé& thofe diz 


Jone 


rectors, but fometimes over-rule the 
appointments of their fervants in In- 
dia. Provided he can enjoy this in- 
fluence for a few years, and thereb 

rovide for a certain number of his 
friends, he frequently cares little about 
the dividend,. or ever about the value 
of the ftock wpon which his vote is 
founded. About the profperity of 
the great empire, in the government 
of which that vote gives him a fhare, 
he feldom cares at all. No other fo- 
vereigns ever were, or, from the na- 
ture of things, ever could be, fo per- 
fectly tmdifferent about the happinefs 
or mifery of their fubjeéts, the im: 
provement or wafte of their domi- 
nions, the glory or difgrace of their 
adminiftration; as, from irrefiftible 
moral caufes, the greater part of the 
proprietors of fack a mercantile com- 
pany are, and neceffarily muit be. 
‘This indifference too was more likely 
to be increafed than diminifhed by 
fome of the new regulations, which 
were made in confequence of the par- 
liamentary inquiry. By a refolution 
of the House of Commons, for exam- 
ple, it was declared, that when the 
fourteen hundred thoufand pounds lent 
to the Company by government fhould 
be paid, and their bond-debts be-re- 
duced to fifteen hundred thowfand 
pounds, they might then, and not till 
then, divide eight per cent. upon their 
capital; and that whatever remained 
of their revenues and nett profits at 
home, fhould be divided into four 
parts; three of them to be paid into 
the Exchequer for the ufe of the pub- 
lic, and the fourth to be referved as a 
fund, either for the farther reduétion 
of their bond-debts, or for the dif- 
charge of other contingent exigencies, 
which the Company might labour un- 
der. Butif the Company were bad 
ftewards, and bad fovereigns, when 
the whole of their nett revenue and 
profits belonged to themfelves, and 
were at their own difpofal, they were 
furely not likely to be better, when 
three-fourths of them were to belong 
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the infpection, and with the approba- 
tion, of other people. 

«« It might be more agreeable to the 
Company that their own fervants and 


dependants fhould have, either the 


pleafure of wafting, or the profit of 
-ncwenge whatever furplus might 
remain, after paying the propofed di- 
vidend of eight per cent. than that it 
fhould come into the hands of a fet of 
people with whom thofe refolutions 
could fcarce fail to fet them, in fome 
meafure, at variance. ‘The intereft of 
thofe fervants and dependants might 
fo far predominate in the court of :pro- 
prietors, as fometimes to difpofe it to 
fupport the authors of depredations 
which had been committed in direct 
violation of its own authority. With 
the majority of proprietors, the fup- 
port even of the authority of their own 
court, might fometimes be a matter 
of lefs confequence than the fupport of 
thofe who had fet that authority at 
defiance. 

‘“« The regulations of 1773, accord- 
ingly, did not put an end to the dif- 
orders of the Company’s government 
ig India. Notwithftanding that, du- 
ring a momentary fit of good conduct, 
they had, at one time, collected, into 
the Treafury of Calcutta more thar 
three millions flerling; notwithftand- 
ing that they had afterwards extended, 
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either their dominion, or their depre- 
dation, over a vaft acceffion of fome 
of the richeft and moft fertile coun- 
tries ya India; all was wafted and de. 
teapot: They found themfelves al- 
together unprepared to ftop or refift 
the incurfion of Hyder Ali; and, in 
confequenee of thofe diforders, the 
Company is now (1784) in greater di- 
ftrefs than ever; and, in orderto pre- 
vent immediate bankruptcy, is once 
more reduced to fupplicate the affift. 
ance of government. Different plans 
have been propofed by the diosa 
parties in parliament, for the better 
management of its affairs. And all 
thofe plans feem to agree in fuppofing, 
what was indeed always abundantly 
evident, that it is altogether unfit to 
govern its territorial poffeffions. Even 
the Company itfelf feems to be con- 
vinced of its own incapacity fo far, 
and feems, upon that account, willing 
to give them up to government.” 

On thefe, and other obfervations, 
which Dr. Smith has added to his ori- 
ginal work, we fhall only remark, 
that they feem entitled to a more than 
common fhare of attention; as the 
are not cafual ideas, fuggefted by a 
prefent occafion, but conclufions drawn 
from a fyftem, which is eftablifhed on 
the moft folid principles, 
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May 28. 

_ Viaggiatori Felici, though only 

a revived entertainment, appear- 
ed to be entirely new, both from a 
number of fongs equally remarkable 
for excellent compofition, as for the 
manner in which they were executed, 
and from the great abilities of the beft 
troop of comic performers ever 1m- 
ported from Italy. Signora Ferrarefe 
was eafy, {pirited, and appofite to the 
character of Flirtilla. Her firft duet 
with Babini, beginning @ Paris tout ef 
tharmant; and her fong, Se vi vedi, 
were delivered with fo much excel- 
Ience, that they were, with burfts of 
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applaufe, unanimoufly encored. Her 
air, Cox grata voce, was of a piece with 
the reft of her fongs; but in this the 
divided the beft-earned applaufe with 
Mr. Patria, for his accompanyment on 
the hautboy. Signor Babini’s firft ap- 
pearance in the comic was a matter! 

piece of acting, whilft. the natural har- 
mony of the moft enchanting voice 
created a.doubt which deferved moft 
praife, the actor or the finger. His 
caricature on the depraved tafte of 
French mufic, was much admired, and 
repeated with additional merit. Taf- 
ca was excellent. Poor Morigi did 


all he could; and confidering that he 
3Mz2 had 
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had hardly voice enough left to go cal fong of Patterico. Upon the whole, 
through the recitative, he was pretty the originality of his ating made am. 
fuccefsful in his attempt of his comi- ple amends for other deficiencies. 











COVEN T-GARDEN. 


May 28. 'THIS theatre clofed for 
the feafon this evening, with the co- 
medy of Which is the Man? and the 
mufical farce of The Contrivances. Mr. 
Lewis came forward at the end of the 
py» and, in a very appofite addrefs, 

geged to return’the thanks of the 


manager and the performers, for the 
indulgence and fupport which they had 
received and hoped, as they were de- 
termined to endeavour to merit, they 
fhould, at a future period, again ex. 
perience the fame liberal encourage. 
ment, 





THEATRE-ROYAL iz the HAY-MARKET. 


May 28. Mr. Colman commenced 
his campaign this evening with the 
mufical comedy of Two to One, and the 
farce of A Mogul Tale; but as the cha- 
racters were perfonated by the fame 
performers as laft year, there is little 
more to obferve, than they feemed 
quite at home, and went through their 
parts with great fpirit.—Confidering 
the number of public places that were 
open, we think the little manager 
ought to be highly gratified at fo re- 
ipectable an appearance in his favour. 

June 26. A new entertainment, 
called A Beggar on Horfeback, by Mr. 
O'Keeffe, was performed at this thea- 
tre for the firft time, the principal cha- 
racters in which were 
“Squire Cogger Mr. Parfox:. 


Nephew Mr. Bannifter, jute 
Dozey Mr. Baddeley. 
James My. Burton. 

Old Barnevelt Mr. Barret. 

His Son Mr. Painter. 
Scout Mr. R. Palmer. 
Conny Mr. Edwin. 
Nancy Mr;. Wells. 


Mifs Barnevelt Mifs Francis. 
Mrs. Mummery Jr. Webb. 


The fable is briefly as follows:—. 


Cogger having taken a fancy to Nancy, 
a country girl, who had been hired to 
live with him in the capacity of a 
houfe-maid, permits Conny, her bro- 
ther, whom he has likewife engaged 
to live in his family, to take a variety 
of liberties, under an idea, that. by 
ufing his influence over the fifter, he 
fhall be able to gain the girl over to 


his will. Conny appears firft as foot- 
man, which place he exchanges for 
coachman; but after making a trial of 
his {kill in that line, he wifhes to ex- 
change for gardener; but not content 
with that, he infifts upon being butler, 
and upon every demur of the old gen- 
tleman, threatens to take away Nancy, 
whom Cogger is having inftructed in 
mufic, dancing, &c. which he at laft 
puts into execution upon being called 
to account for putting on a fuit of his 
mafter’s clothes. Juft at the com- 
mencement of the piece, Cogger’s ne- 
phew, a young, wild Oxonian, arrives 
in town, whom the old gentleman is 
determined to difcard for his extrava- 
gancies, and for having performed a 
character upon the ftage, in a country 
town, and endeavouring to run off 
with a farmer’s daughter; being turned 
out from his uncle’s he determines to 
fly to the ftage for fupport, but is re- 
jected on his application to the Lon- 
don managers; his man, Scout, pre- 
vails on him to apply to an advertife- 
ment for performers for a country 
company; the addrefs of which 1s to 
A. B. at the Blue Roar, Oxford-ftreet. 
—Nancy, not liking her fituation with 
 88er, determines to leave him, and 
for that purpofe puts an advertifement 
in the paper for a place with a fingle 
gentleman, with a fimilar addrefs with 
that for theatrical heroes—her brother 





having brought her away from the oldj 


gentleman's houfe, fhe gives him the 
we and flies. to the Blue Boar, to 
whom the landlady by miftake intro 
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duces Cogger’s nephew, and fhe proves 
the very girl he had taken a liking to 
mm the country.—The old gentleman 
having loft his Nancy, is refolved to 
get another, and feeing her advertife- 
ment in the paper, thinks it will an- 
{wer his purpoft: upon applying to 
the houfe, the landlady miftakes again, 
and fhews him into the managerefs, 
by which an equivoque takes place, 
and fhe agrees to give him an engage- 
ment; his nephew, however, appears, 
confeffes his love for Nancy, and his 
willingnefs to marry her; the uncle 
applauds his refolution, gives his con- 
fent, and pardons all his former fol- 
lies; Conny is likewife forgiven, who 
promifes in future to be content with 
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any fituation they will put him into, 
—Such are the general ontlines of the 
piece, fraught with fcenes full of 
laughable incidents. ‘There is no great 
originality in the characters, but though 
they may be recognized as old ac 
quaintance, they are of that number 
when in poffeflion of fprightly dia- 
logue, which was the cafe Jaft night, 
that will always be received with tt 
fure and approbation. — With regard to 
the performers, it is fufficient to fay, 
that Edwin, Parfons, and Mrs. Wells 
were guite athome. Young Bannifter 
made his character very refpe¢table ; 
nor were Mrs. Webb, R. Palmer, and 
Barrett undeferving of praife in the 
little they had to do. 








LA FIERA DI VENEZIA. 
PANTHEON. 


May 25. DELPINI, who may be 
called a caricature of buffoonery, hav- 


ing informed the public, that fome- 


thing fhould be feen, to furprife, afto- 
nifh, and confound; that the Pantheon 
fhould be transformed to the Doge’s 
palace; that there fhould be celettial 
mufic; that there fhould be the Fair of 
Venice in all its glory; and that there 
fhould be a profpect of the fea—great 
were the expectations formed; but how 
vifionary are our hopes! ‘The poor 
Pantheon fuffered a terrible reverfe; 
the beautiful dome was concealed by a 

iece of dirty canvas, ftudded over 
with filver-paper fiars, and hung with 
feftoons of flowers and Cupids, wretch- 
edly painted. Feftoons alfo were hung 
over the orcheftra gallery, with pieces 
of gauze faftened to them; thefe had 
the appearance of a wafher-woman’s 
lines, hung with wet linen. A like 
decoration, with Veftris-blue ftuff, was 
ranged along the gallery and in other 
parts of the building. 

Such was the fituation in which the 
temporary palace of the Doge was 
found, by a very fafhionable, though 
not numerous company. Among the 
vifitors were the Prince of Wales, the 
Duchefs of Devonfhire, the Ladies Sa- 
Iifbury, Melbourne, Effex, Duncannon, 


Horatia Waldegrave, Betty Delmé, and 


Julia Howard, with feveral other Is. 
dies of diftintion, beauty, and rank. 
The Lords Salifbury, Waldegrave, and 
Duncannon were alfo: prefent, with 
Mefirs. G. and F. North, Col. ‘Tarles 
ton, Mr. G. Hanger, Mr. C. Wynd- 
ham, Captain Conway, Mr. Crotbie, 
&c. &c. ‘The amorous corps made a 
gay appearance; Mrs. ‘T—le attracted 
every eye, and Mifs Frederick was 
much admired. 

Some few charatters appeared, the 
two beft deferving notice were a Noo- 
dle and Doodle, one of whom fun 
fome good imitations of Johnitone a 
Edwin. 

The firft incident that occurred wor- 
thy record, was the extrée of a group 
of Punches; they were confidered by 
the company as a dband:tti compofled of 
the Delpini family. ‘Thefe were fuc- 
ceeded by a fet of affaflins, each armed 
with ‘a dagger, in character. ‘The 
company were foon relieved from this 
nuifance, by the arrival of the fuppere 
hour. 





SuPPER. 

A moft elegant repaft was fpread. 
‘The difhes were various and excellent. 
Every table was plenteoufly furnifhed. 
Soups and hot difhes were fupplied to 
all who demanded; and in addition to 
a delicious confectionary, may be men- 

tioned 
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tioned fome good wines, French as 
well as Portugal; together with Rhe- 
nifh. 

THe Farr. 

At the found of a trumpet, the fair 
was announced open. It was con- 
ftruéted of booths, formed in the fub- 
terrancous apartments; in which boots, 
fhoes, caps, bonnets, &c. all formed of 
paper, were difplayed. The booth 
. where the lottery was held, exhibited 
a few real caps, aprons, &c. At the 
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extreme end of this apartment was a 
view of buildings, terminating with 
the fea: a platform was raifed, on 
which two of Delpini’s fquadron con- 
tinued finging duets; and from the 
afifity of the painted fea, gave the 
{pectators an idea of two pirates hang- 
ing at low-water mark. Here the 
company were foon furfeited, and filed 
off to the upper regions, where they 
unanimoufly voted the Venetian Fair 
a complete humbug. 








ABBEY INTELLIGENCE. 


Fune2. "THE felection of this day 
confitted of nine of Handel’s beft com- 
pofitions, and were recommended by 
a performance, fuch as perhaps was 
never heard before in this country: we 
muft even give it a preference over the 
mufical fettival of laf year. The in- 
ftrumental performers amounted to fix 
hundred and ten, and it is to their 
praife that the utmoft unifon and per- 
fection of playing was difcovered in 
the piano and forte paflages. The cho- 
ruffes and vocal parts were fung with 
charming effect. 

Their Majefties and five of, the 
Princefles were prefent; and an affem- 
blage of two thoufand five hundred 
auditors betides. 

THirp Day. 

The Mefliah of Handel, is indif- 
putably the firft of that mafter’s works. 
This fuperior merit, with the royal 
pitronage, fituation, fome degree of 
novelty, and orcheftraemulation, were 
circumftances that concurred to give 
it recommendation; and indeed fuch 
was the public opinion of its effect, 
that it is to anfwer their curiofity the 
repetition of next Saturday is ordered, 

Of the performance of yefterday, 
we muft fay, that Mr. Harrifon, in 
*‘ Comfort ye my people,” and “ If 
God be fent for us,” acquitted himfelf 
highly to his praife. Reinhold’s beft 
performance was, ‘* Why do the na- 
tions,” &c. Tafca fung “* Behold I 
tell you a myftery!” with great effect. 
Norris does not poffefs extravagant 

owers, but he is always corrett. Mr. 
arves was hardly to be heard in 
He was defpifed,” &c, but he im. 


proved in the duet with Harrifon. 
Bartolini is not defigned for facred 
mufic, and we will fay nothing of him. 
Mifs Cantelo merits apprdbation for 
the ftyle and truth with which fhe 
fung every recitative and air afligned 
to her, nor is Mifs Abrams to be for- 
gotten on the fcore of defert. 

Now we ‘* come to Hecuba!”—~ 
Of Madame Mara let it be faid, that 
Nature has given her powers, and edu- 
cation has made her a finger. ——While 
we fubfcribe to this merit, we will 
venture to reprove that lady for her 
very unfeemly condu¢t.—She yefter- 
day made herfelf an exception to all 
the other performers, and though they 
rofe to take a part inall the choruffes, 
fhe fingly kept her feat, with the moft 
fupercilious confequence imaginable. — 
And to add to this infolence, took her 
departure from the orcheftra immedi- 
ately after fhe had fung “ I know 
that my Redeemerliveth!” Although 
their Majefties and four of their il- 
luftrious defcendants were auditors! 

The inftruments went together in 
fine unifon; the pafflages were played 
in good time; but in regard to the 
paufes, which the Condué¢tor intro- 
duced in the choruffes, they were be- 
yond all rule and example too long. 
Mr. Bates will do well to avail him- 
felf of this hint, and not allow his or- 

an fo much preathing time in future. 
Rows da capas alfo in the laft chorus, 
unlefs he imagines that his audience 
are mufic-mad, or all bit by a taran- 
tula, and that he wifhes to fend them 
dancing out of the Abbey by way of a 
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IRISH PROPOSITIONS, as /ent up from the Commons to the Lorps. 


el Byes it is highly important to the ge- 
neral interefts of the Britith empire, 
that the intercourfe and commerce between 
Great-Britain and Irelandsfhould be finally re- 
gulated on permanent and equitable principles, 
for the mutual benefit of both countries. 

Il. That it is confiftent with the effential 
interefts of the manufaétures, revenue, com- 
merce, and navigation of Great-Britain, that a 
full participation of commercial advantages 
fhould be permanently fecured to Ireland, when- 
ever a provifion equally permanent and fecure 
fhall be made by the parliament of that king- 
dom towards defraying, in proportion to its 
growing profperity, the neceilary expences in 
time of peace, of protecting the trade and gene- 
Fal interetts of the empire. 

Iii. That towards carrying into full effect 
fo defireable a fettlement, it is fit and proper 
that all articles, not the growth or stein 
of Great-Britain or Ireland, except thofe of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of any country 
beyond the'Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of 
Magellan, fhould be imported into each king- 
dom from the other reciprocally, under the fame 
regulations, and at the fame duties (if fubject to 
duties) to which they would be liable when im- 
ported directly from the country or place from 
whence the fame may have been imported into 
Great-Britain or Ireland refpectively as the 
cafe may be; and that al] duties originally paid 
on importation into either country refpectively, 
except on arrack and foreign brandy, and on 
rum, and all forts of ftrong waters not imported 
from the Britith colonies in the Weft-Indies 
fhall be fully drawn back on exportation to the 
other; but, neverthelefs, that the duties fhall 
continue to be protected and guarded at prefent 
by withholding the drawback, until a certificate 
from the proper officers of the revenue, in the 
kingdom to which the export may be made, 
fhall be returned and compared with the entry 
outwards. 

IV. That itis highly important to the ge- 
neral interefts of the Britifh empire, that the 
laws for regulating trade and navigation fhould 
be the fame in Creat-Britain and Ireland; and 
therefore that it is effential, towards carrying 
into effect the prefent fettlement, that all laws 
which have been made, or fhall be made in 
Great-Britain, for fecuring exclufive privileges 
to the fhips and mariners of Great-Britain, 
Ireland, and the Britith colonies and planta- 
tions, and for regulating and reftraining the trade 
of the Britifh colonies and plantations, fuch laws 
impofing the fame reftraints, and conferring the 
fame benefits on the fubjects of both kingdoms, 
fhould be in force in Ireland, by laws to be 
patied by the parliament of that kingdom for the 


fame time and in the fame manner as in Great- . 


Britain. 

V. ‘That it is further effential to this fettle- 
ment, that all goods and commodities of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of Britith or 
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foreign colonies in America, or the Weft-Indies, 
and the Britith or foreign fettlements on the coaft 
of Africa, imported into Ireland, fhould, on 
importation, be fubject io the fame duties and 
regulations as the like goods are, or from time 
to time fhall be fubje&t to, upon importation 
into Great-Britain, or if prohibited from being 
imported into Great-Britain, thall, in like man- 
ner, be prohibited trom being imported into 
Ireland. 

VI. That in order to prevent illicit practices, 
injurious to the revenue and commerce of both 
kingdoms, it is expedient that all goods, whe- 
ther of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of Great-Britain or Ireland, or of any foreign 


_ country, which fhall hereafter be imported iate 


Great- Britain from Irelang, or into Ireland from 
Great-Britain, fhould be put by laws to be paifed 
in the parliaments of the two kingdoms, under 
the iame regulations with refpect to boids. 
cockets, and other inftruments, to which the 
like goods are now fubje¢t in pafling irom one 
port of Great-Britain to another. 

VIL. That for the like purpofe, it is alfo ex- 
pedient that when any goods, the growth, pro- 
duce, or manutacture of the Britith Weit-ladia 
iflands, or any other of the Britifh colonies or 
plantations, fhall be thipped from Ireland tor 
Great-Britain, they fhould be accompanied with 
fuch original certificates of the revenue officers 
of the colonies as fhall be required by law on 
importation into Great-Britain; and when the 
whole quantity included in one certificate fhall 
not be {hipped at any one time, the original cer- 
tificate, properly indorfed as to quantity, fhould 
be fent with the firft parcel; and to identify 
the remainder, if fhipped within a time to be 


_ limited, new certificates fhould be granted by 


the principal officers of the ports in Ireland, ex- 
tracted from a regifter of the original documents, 
fpecifying the quantities before thipped from 
shone by what veflels, and to what ports, 
VIII. That it is effential for carrying inte 
effect the prefent fettlement, that all goods exe 
ported from Ireland to the Britith colonies in 
the Weft-Indies, or in America, or to the Bri- 
tith fettlements on the coaft of Africa, or tothe 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to 
the Straits of. Magellan, fhould from time to, 
time be made liable to fuch duties and draw~ 
backs, and put under fuch regulations as may 
be neceflary, in order that the fame may not 
be exported with lefs incumbrance of duties or 
impofitions than the like goods fhall be bur- 
thened with when exported trom Great-Britain, 
1X. That itis eilential to the general com- 
mercial interefts of the empire, that fo long as 
the parliament of this kingdom fhall think it 
advifeable that the commerce to the countries 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope fhall be carried 
on folely by an exclufive company, having liberty 
to import mto the port of London only, no 
goods of the growth, produce, or manufacture 
of the faid countries thould be alloweg to be 
aumported 


“ 





ase 
imported into Ireland but through Great-Bri- 
Wain, except dye-ftuffs, drugs, cotton or other 
wool, and {piceries, which may be imported into 
Ireland from foreign European, countries, fo 
Jong as the fame are importable from foreign 
European countries into Great Britain; and 
that it fhall be lawful to export fuch goods of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of any of the 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the 
Straits of Magellan, from Great-Britain to Ire- 
Iand, with the fame duties retained thereon as 
are now retained on their being exported to that 
kingdom; but that an account fhall be kept of 
the duties retained, and the net drawback on 
the faid goods imported to Ireland, and that the 
amount thereof thall be remitted by the receiver- 
general of his Majefty’s cuftoms in Great-Bri- 
tain to the proper officer of the revenue in Ire- 
Jand, to be placed to the account of his Majefty’s 
revenue there, fubject to the difpofal of the par- 
Fiament of that kingdom; and that whenever 
the commerce to the faid countries fhall ceafe to 
be fo carried on folely by fuch an exclutive com- 
pany, the geods, the growth, produce, or manu- 
tacture of the faid countries beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan, fhould 
be importable into Ireland from the fame coune 
fries from which they may be importable to 
Great-Britain, and no other; and that the thips 
going from Great-Britain to any of the faid 
countries beyord the Cape of Good Hope to the 
Straits of Magellan, fhould not be reftrained 
from touching at any of the ports in Ireland and 
taking on board there any of the goods of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of that king- 
dom; and that no fhips be allowed to clear out 
trom Ireland to any of the faid countries, but 
fuch fhips as fhall be freighted by the faid com- 
pany, and fhall have failed from the port of 
London. 

X. That no prohibition fhould exift, in 
either country, againft the importation, ufe, or 
tale of any article, the growth, product, or ma- 
nufacture of the other, except fuch as either 
kingdom may judge expedient, from time to 
time, upon corn, meal, malt, flour, and bif- 
cuits; and except fuch qualitied prohibitions at 
prefent contained in any act of the Britifh or 
irith parliaments as do not abfolutely prevent 
she importation of goods or manufactures, or 
materials of manufactures, but only regulate 
and reftrain the weight, the fize, the packages, 
or other particular commodities; or preicribe 
the built, or country, or dimentfions of the fhips 
importing the fame; and alfo except ammuni- 
tion, arms, gunpowder, and other utenfils of 
war importable only by virtue of his Majefty’s 
licence; and that the duty on the importation 
ot every fuch article (if fubject to duty in either 
country) fhould be precifely the fame in the one 
country as in the other, except where an addi- 
tion may be neceflary ineither country, in con- 
fequeuce of an internal duty on any fuch article 
of its own confumption; or in confequence of 
internal bounties in the country where fuch ar- 
ricle is grown, produced, or manufactured; and 
except fuch duties as either kingdom may judge 
expedient from time to time upon corny meal, 
malt, flour, and bifcuits. 

XI, ‘That isn all cafes where the duties on 
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articles of the growth, ‘product, or manufactur® 
of either country, are different on the importa~ 
tion into the other, it is expedient that they 
fhould be reduced, in the kingdom where they 
are the higheft, to an amount not exceeding the 
amount payable in the other, fo that the fame 
Mhall not be lefs than ten one-half per cent. where 
any article was charged with a duty on importa- 
tion’ into Ireland of ten one-half per cent. or 
upwards, on the 17th of May, 17823 and that 
all fuch articles fhould be exportable, from the 
kingdom into which they fhall be imported, as 
free from duty as the fimilar commodities or 
home manufactures of the fame kingdom, 

XII. That it is alfo proper, thatin all cafes 
where the articles of the confumption of either 
kingdom {hall be charged with an internal duty 
on the manufacture, the fame manufacture, 
when imported from the other, may be charged 
with a farther duty on importation, adequate to 
countervail the internal duty on the manufac. 
ture, except in the cafe of beer imported into 
Ireland, as far as relates to the duties now 
charged thereon; fuch farther duty to continue 
fo long only as the internal confumption fhail 
be charged with the duty or duties to balance 
which it fhall be impofed; and that where there 
is a duty on the raw material of any manufac- 
ture in either kingdom, lefs than the duty on 
the like raw material in the other, or equal to 
fuch duty, fuch manufa¢ture may, on its im- 
portation into the other kingdom, be charged 
with fuch a countervailing duty as may be fufhi- 
cient to fubject the fame, fo imported, to bur- 
thens adequate to thofe which the manufacture 
compofed of the like raw material is fubject to 
in confequence of duties on fuch material in the 
kingdom into which fuch manufacture is fo im. 
ported; and the faid manutactuyes, fo imported, 
fhall be entitled to fuch drawbacks or bounties 
On exportation, as may leave the fame fubject 
to no heavier burthen than the home-made ma- 
nufacture. 

XIII. That, in order to give permanency to 
the fettlement now intended to be eitablifhed, 
it is neceflary that no new or additional duties 
fhould be hereafter impofed, in either kingdom, 
on the importation of any article of the growth, 
product, or manufacture of the other; except 
fuch additional duties as may be requifite to 
balance duties on internal confumption, pur- 
fuant to the foregoing refolution, or in confe- 
quence of bounties remaining on fuch articles 
when exported from the other kingdom. 

XIV. That, for the fame purpofe, it is nee 
ceflary, farther, that no prohibition, or new or 
additional duties, fhould be hereafter impoled, 
in either kingdom, on the exportation of any 
article of native growth, produce, or manufac- 
ture, from the one kingdom to the other, except 
fuch as either kingdom may deem expedient, 
from time to time, upon corn, meal, malt, 
flour, and bifcuits. 

XV. That, for the fame purpofe, it is ne~ 
ceffary, that no bounties whatfoever fhould be 
paid or payable, in either kingdom, on the ex- 
portation of any article to the other, except fuch 
as relate to corn, meal, malt, flour, and bif- 
cuits, and except alfo the bounties at prefent 
gives by Great-Britain on beer, and {pirits 
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diftilled from corn; and fuch as are in the na- 
ture of drawbacks or compenfations for duties 
paid; and that no bounty fhould be payable in 
Ireland on the exportation of any article to 
any Britith colonies or plantations, or to the 
Britith fertlements on the coaft of Africa, or on 
the exportation of any article imported trom the 
Britifh plantations, or from the Britith fettle- 
ments on the coaft of Africa, or Britifh fettle- 
ments in the Eaft-Indies, or any manufacture 
made of fuch article, unlefs in cafes where a fi- 
milar bounty is payable in Great-Britain on ex- 
portation from thence, or where fuch bounty is 
merely in the nature of a drawback or compen- 
fation of or for duties paid, over and above any 
duties paid thereon in Britain; and that where 
any internal bounty {hall be given in cither king- 
dom, on any goods manufactured therein, and 
fhall remain on fuch goods when exported, a 
countervailing duty adequate thereto may be 
laid upon the importation of the faid goods into 
the other kingdom. 

XVI. That it is expedient, for the general 
benefit of the Britifh empire, that the importa- 
tion of articles from foreign countries fhould be 
regulated, from time to time, in each kingdom, 
on fuch terms as may effectually favour the im- 
portation of fimilar articles of the growth, pro- 
duct, or manufacture of the other, except in 
the cafe of materials of manufactures which are 
or may be allowed to be imported from foreign 
countries duty free; and that in all cafes where 
any articles are or may be fubject to higher du- 
ties on importation into this kingdom, trom the 
countries belonging to any of the States of 
North-America, than the like goods are or may 
be fubject to when imported as the growth, 
produce, or manufacture of the Britifh colonies 
and plantations, or as the produce of the fifhe- 
ries carried on by Britith fubjeéts, fuch articles 
fhall be fubjeét to the fame duties on importa- 
tion into Ireland from the countries belonging 
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to the States of North-America, as the fame are 
or may be fubjet to on importation from the 
faid countries into this kingdom. 

XVII. That it is expedient that fuch pri- 
vileges of printing and vending books as are or 
may be legally poffeffed within Great-Britain 
under the grant of the crown or otherwife, and 
the copy rights of the authors and bookfellers of 
Great Britain fhould continye to be protected in 
the manner they are at prefent, by the laws of 
Grear-Britain ; and that it is juft that meafures 
fhould be taken by the parliament of Ireland for 
giving the like protection tothe fimilar privileges 
and rights in that kingdom. 

XVIII. That it is expedient that regula- 
tions fhould be adopted with refpect to patents 
to be hereafter granted for the encouragement 
of new inventions, fo that the rights, privileges, 
and reftrictions therein granted and contained, 
fhall be of equal duration and force throughout 
Great-Britain and Ireland, 

XIX. That it is expedient that meafures 
fhould be taken to prevent difputes touching the 
exercile of the right of the inhabitants of each 
kingdom to fifth on the coafts of any part of the 
Britith dominions, | 

XX, Thet the appropriation of whatever 
fum the grofs hereditary revenue of the king- 
dom of Ireland (the due collection thereof being 
fecured by permanent provifions) fhall produce, 
atter deducting all drawhacks, re-payments, or 
bounties granted in the nature ot drawbacks, 
over and above the fum of fix hundred and fifty- 
fix thoufand pounds in each year, towards the 
fupport of the naval force of the empire, to be 
applied in fuch manner as the parliament of 
Ircland fhall direct, by an adt to be palled for 
that purpofe, will be a fatisfa¢tory provifion, 
proportioned to the growing profperity of that 
kingdom, towards deiraying, in time of peace, 
the neceflary expences of protecting the trade 
and general interefts of the empire. 
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SaturDAY, May 21. 

HIS morning were executed facing the 
debtors door, Old-Dailey, the ten follow- 
ing convicts, viz. Thomas Bateman, alias Pork- 
er, John Hughes, Thomas Scott, Henry Wood, 
George Ward, and Thomas Conner jor high- 
way robberies; James Haywood and William 
Harding for burglaries; Patrick Daly for ftealing 
onthe river; and George Mawley for efcaping a 
fecond time from the hulk in which he had 

been fentenced to hard labour. 

WEDNESDAY, 27- 

This day arrived from the United States of 
America Col, Smith, late aid-de-camp to Ge- 
neral Wafhington, as fecretary to the ambaffa- 
dour from that country; and next day his Ex- 
cellency John Adams, as plenipotentiary from 
the United States of America, to the court of 
Great-Britain. 

WEDNESDAY, June I. 

This day John Adams, Efq. minifter plenipo- 
tentiary from the United States of America, 

Lonp, Mac, June 1785, 
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had a private audience of his Majeity to deliver 
his credentials, 
FRIDAY, 3- 

A fhocRing murther was committed at New- 
ark-upon-Trent, by a man named William 
Lantern (a weaver by trade) on the body of 
Hannah Stirley, his mother-in-law. It feems 
he had quarrelled with his wife for not rifing 
earlier in the morning, and high words enfuing, 
he feifed a board on the fide of the bed, and 
aiming a biow at her, the children in the bed 
cried out to {pare their mother, upon which the 
mother-in-law ftepped between them, and un- 
fortunately received the blow, which fra¢tured 
her fkull, and notwithftanding every affittance 
from the faculty, fhe languifhed till fix o’clock 
on Saturday morning, when fhe expired. 

SATURDAY) 4 

This being his Majefty’s birth-day, the 
morning was ufhered in with the ringing of bells, 
and at noon the guns of the Park and Tower 
were fired. About two o’clock there was a 
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grand court and drawing-room at St. James’s, 
at which the nobility, gentry, &c. attended, to 
pty their compliments to the King and royal 
family. Their Majefties were accompanied to 
St. James’s by the Princefs Royal, Princefs Au- 
guita, and Princefs Elifabeth, and were attended 
at the drawing-room by his Royal Highnefs the 
Prince of Wales, the Right Hon. W. Pitt, the 
Archbifhops of Canterbury and York, Lord 
Chancellor, Dukes of Richmond, Chandos, 
Marlborough, Montague, Northumberland, &c. 
and moft of the foreign minifters. 

‘The ball was opened by the Prince of Wales 
and Princefs Royal. At half pait ten the mi- 
nuets being ended, the country dances com- 
menced, and were continued till near twelve 
o'clock, when their Majetties, with the Prin- 
cefles, left the ball-room. 

THURSDAY, 9- 


This day at noon a dreadful tire broke out at 
Bigglefwade, in Bedfordfhire, which was not 
got under till evening. The want of water and 
rapidity of the flames, with the falling of the 
houles, being fo dreadful, that little good could 
be done till the evening, when the fire was hap- 
pily ftopped. Upwards of fixty houfes in the 
middle of the town are burnt down, with all 
the fhops, warehoufes, barns, ftables, &c. ad- 
joining. It is generally fuppofed to have been 
wilfully occafioned. 

SATURDAY, II. 

Came on to be heard in the Court of King’s- 
Bench, Wettminiter-Hall, the arguments on the 
return to the. writ of mandamus, brought by 
Mr. Wooldridge, againft the city of London. 

Mr. Bearcroft, in behalf of Mr. Wooldridge ; 
and Mr. Serjeant Adair, as council for the city 
of London, argued vpon the three following 
points: 

ift. *¢ That of his obtaining from Sir John 
Langham’s charity a fum of money. 

2d. ** Obtaining another fum trom a perfon 
brought before him as an impreft man, under 
a pretence of his providing two fubftitutes. 

3- ** His being rendered incapable of attend- 
ing his duty, as an alderman and a magiitrate.”” 

The court unanimoufly determined, each 
judge giving his opinion feparately, that the two 
firit points were infufficient for his removal as 
an alderman, they being offences againft the 
public, and fuch as ought to have had a previous 
conviction by the common law. 

But, with refpect to the third point, his con- 
finement in prifon for debt, for one year and a 
quarter; alfo on two efcape warrants thefe were 
fufficient grounds for his removal, as there mutt 
have been a fpecial a¢t of parliament, there being a 
general one paffed foon after the late riots, which 
particularly expreffed, that no perfon confined 
under an efcape warrant, fhould reccive the be- 
nefit of any infolvent act; therefore the grounds 
were fufficient for the court of aldermen to fup- 
pofe he would not be able to do that duty to 
the public after fo long a confinement, which 
they had a right to expeé& from him as an al- 
derman and a magiftrate, and perform thofe 
fervices, which he was compelled to do, agree- 
able to the oath he had taken. The court 
thought thefe fufficient grounds for amotion. 
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TurspDaY, 14. 

The bill for impofing a tax on retail thops 
having yefterday received the royal affent, many 
of the thops in the city and almoft all the fhops 
in the weft end of the town were this day kept 
fhut, in teftimony of the very general difap- 
probation with which this. new impott is received; 
and {till further to deepen the gloom, the bells 
in feveral parifhes were muffled, and rang dumb 
peals the whole of the afternoon, and Mr. Pitt 
was burnt in effigy at the Seven-Dials, Charing- 
Crofs, and other places. The equettrian ftatue, 
in Leicefter-Fields, was clothed in mourning. 
Orders were given for a detachment of the guards 
to be in readinefs to fupprefs any riots that 
might happen; a double guard was pofted at the 
Bank, and a letter was fent from the fecretary 
of ftate’s office to the Lord-Mayvr, requiring 
him to fupprefs the firft appearance of any thing 
like a riot, in confequence of which the Lord 
Mayor ordered all the conftables to be out, and 
the marfhals to patrole the city, to prevent the 
peace being broken. Notwithftanding thefe 
precautions, there was fome outrage in Wett- 
minfter. A mob, chiefly compofed of women, 
furrounded the Houfe of Commons, and as 
Mr. Pitt came out, attended by about forty of 
his friends, they purfued him with hitfes to 
Downing-fireet. Several of his friends were ine 
fulted. 

WrDNESDAY, I5- 

The Lord Chief Baron gave judgement in the 
Court of Exchequer, in the caufe of Sutton and 
Johnftone. It was an application to the court 
on the part of Commodore [ohnitone, for a rule 
to fhow caufe why a new trial fhould not be 
granted; and the court being unanimous in opi- 
nion againit a new trial, the rule was difcharged 
accordingly. By this judgement Commodore 
Johnftone is bound to pay taxed colts to Captain 
Sutton. 

Tuurspbay, 16. 

This night between ten and eleven o’clock, 
a very alarming and deftructive fire broke out 
at the houfe of Mr. Clopfom, wax-chandler, 
in Compton-ftreet, Soho ; engines arriving but 
flowly, and water not being at hand for fome 
time, the fames cammunicated to the houfe on 
the oppofite fide of the way, being the corner of 
Greek-ftrect, and entirely deftroyed fifteen 
houfes, befides damaging feveral others, before 
it was extinguifhed. Three gentlemen, who 
were affifting to move a phyfician’s valuables at 
the above fire, had a narrow efcape for theit 
lives, the houfe falling in fuddenly upon them, 
they were given up by the mob who had feen 
them enter; but in about ten minutes, two 
were feen crawling out of the ruins, and the 
other was heard beneath the iron railing of the 
area, crying in the moft dreadful manner, and 
praying the fpectators to force the iron work, 
which was at laft accomplifhed by means of a 
rope being tied to it, and dragged by a number 
of people. Notwithitanding the rapidity of the 
flames nolivés were loft,although in the houfewhere 
the fire firft broke out, every perfon was in bed 
at the time except the apprentice boy, whofe 
careleifnefS was the caufe of the dreadful con- 
flagration. This lad was going to bed, when 
chancing to ftoop over his candle, the flame 

4 canghé 


Viind 





a 


AAH Hw wm we A 


mec 


Ope 
any 
LOps 
cept 
fap- 
veds 
ells 
imb 
Pitt 
ing- 
tue, 
ring. 
lards 
that 
. the 
etary 
iring. 
hing 
Lord 
and 
t the 
thefe 
WV ett 
MeN, 
d as 
rty of 
fes to 
re ine 


in the 
mn and 
> court 
a rule 
not be 
1. opi- 
harged 
nodore 
‘aptaia 


clock, 
‘ke out 
andler, 
ing but 
r fome 
oufe on 
orner af 
fifteen 
, before 
1, who 
bles at 
or their 
n them, 
ad feen 
>s, two 
and the 
- of the 
er, and 
n work, 
ans ofa 
number 
y of the 
ifewhere 
is in bed 
r, whofe 
iful con- 
d, when 
e flame 
ganghé 








wriikhd 


1785. 
caught his hair, and fet it in a blaze: with 
great prefence of mind he fnatched a towel that 
was hanging near him, and quickly folded it 
round his head, by which means he preferved 
his lite; when he had extinguithed the blaze, 
he threw the towel on the bed, and went down 
ftairs to get fome water to wath his face: on his 
return he found the bed on fire, and the room 
full of fmoke: and then he perceived what had 
efcaped him before, that the fire on his head 
had caught the towel before it was extinguifhed. 
WEDNESDAY, 22. 

The committee of Blackfriars-bridge met at 
Guildhall, and direéted the gates on the faid 
bridge to be thrown open, and the toll-gatherers 
te withdraw. This was accordingly done at 
twelve o’clock, and many workmen were im- 
mediately fet to pull the toll-heufes down, and 
remove the gates, &c. entirely. The parilh of 
Chrift-Church fet their bells a ringing, and fired 
guns on the occafion. 

FRIDAY, 24. 

This day came on before Lord Mansfield and 
a fpecial jury, in the court of King’s Bench, 
the trial of Lord Waltham, in an indi¢tment 
for perjury, in an anfwer to a bill in the Court 
of Chancery. The fubject being opened in be- 
half of the profecution, Mr. Bearcrott one of 
the defendant’s counfel, caufed the indi¢tment 
and bill to be compared, in which feveral paf- 
fages not correfponding, he deteéted two mani- 
felt Haws, and the prefecution was immediately 
nontuited. 





SUMMER ASSIZES. 


HOME CIRCUIT. 

Lord Mansfield and Mr. Baron Eyre. 
Hertfordfhire.—Monday, July 4, at Hertford. 
Fifex.—Wednefday 6, at Chelmsford. 
Kent.—Menday 11, at Maidftone. 

Suffex.— Monday 18, at Lewes. 
Surrey.—Wednefday 20, at Croydon. 

NORFOLK CIRCUIT. 
Chief Baron Skynner and Mr. Juftice Athhurft, 
Buckingliamfh.—Mon. July 4, at Buckingham. 
Bedfordfhire.—Thurfday, July 7, at Bedford. 
Huatingdonthire.—Sat. july 9, at Huntingdon. 
Cambridgefhire.—Mon. July 11, at Cambridge. 
Suffolk. —Thurf, July 14, at Bury St. Edmund’s. 
Norfolk.—Monday, July 18, Cattle of Norwich. 
City of Norwich.—Same day, at the Guildhall 

of the fame city. 

OXFORD CIRCUIT. 

Lord Loughborough and Mr. Baron Hotham. 
Berkfhire.—Monday, July 4, at Abingdon. 
Oxfordthire.—Wednelday 6, at Oxford. 
Worcetterfhire. Saturday g, at Worcetter. 
City of Worcetter.—Same day, city of Worcefter. 
Gloucefterthire. Wednef, 13, at Glouceiter. 
City of Gloucefter. ——Same day, city of Glou- 

cefter. 
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Monmouthhhire. Sat. 16, at Monmouth. 
Herefordthire. Tuefday 19, at Hereford. 
Shropfhire. Saturday 23, at Shrewfbury. 
Staffordthire. Wednefday 27, at Stafford. 





MIDLAND CIRCUIT. 
Mr. Juftice Gould and Mr. Juttice Willes. 
Narthamptonfhire. Tuelday, July 5, at Nor- 
thampton. 
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Rutlandfhire.——Friday 8, at Okelvam. 
Lincolnthire.—Sat. 9, at the caftle of Lincoln. 
City of Lincoln.—Same day, city of Lincoln. 
Nottingham‘hire.—Thurfday 14, at Nottingham. 
Town of Nottingham. The fame day at No « 
tingham. 
Derbythire. Saturday 16, at Derby. 
Leicetterfh.— Wed. 20, at the Cattle, Leicefter. 
Borough of Leicetter. The fame day, at Leie 
cefter. ! 
City of Coventry. Sat. 23, at Coventry. 
Warwickthire. Same day, at Warwick. 
WESTERN CIRCUIT. 

Mr. Baron Perryn and Mr. Juitice Buller. 
Southampton.—Tu. July 5, Caitle of Winchetter. 
Town and county of Southampton. Sat. 95 

at Southampten. 
Wilts. The fame day, at New Sarum. 
Dorfet. Thurfday 14, at Dorchefter. 
Devon. Monday 18, Caitle of Exeter. 
City and county of Exeter. The fame day 
at the Guildhall of Exeter. 
Cornwall. Monday 25, at Bodmin. 
Somerfet. Saturday 30, at Bridgewater. 
City and county of Brittol. Auguft 4, at the 
Guildhall of Briftol. 
NORTHERN CIRCUIT. 
Mr. Juitice Nares, Mr. Juftice Heath. 
City of York and county of the fame city. —— 
July 9, at the Guildhall of the faid city. 
Yorkshire. The fame day, Cattle of York. 
Durham. Tuef. July 19, Caitle of Durham. 
Town of Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, and county of 
the fame town. Saturday, July 22, Guild. 
hall of the faid town. 
Northumberland. The fame day, Cattle of 
Newcattle-upon-Tyne. 
Cumberland. Fri. July 29, City of Carlifle. 
Weftmoreland. Wed. Aug, 3, at Appleby. 
Lancafhire. Saturday 6, Cattle of Lancaiter. 
NORTH WALES CIRCUIT. 
James Hayes, Efg. and Thomas Potter, Efq. 




































































Merionethfhire. Tuef. Aug. 2, at Dolgelley. 
Caernarvonthire. Mon. 8, at Caernarvon. 
Anglefey. Saturday 13, at Beaumaris. 





BRECON CIRCUIT. 
ohn Williams, Efg. and Abel Moytey, Efq. 
lamorganfhire. Sat. July 30, at Cowbridge. 
Breconfhire. Saturday, Aug. 6, at Brecon. 
Radnorfhire. Friday 12, at Preitcign. 
CHESTER CIRCUIT. 

The Hon. Richard Pepper Arden and the Hon. 
Daines Barrington, 
Montgomerythire.—Thurfday, July 28, at Poole, 
Denbighthire. Wed. Aug. 3, at Wrexham. 

Flinthhire. Tuefday 9, at Mold. 
Chefhire. Monday 15, Caitle of Chefter. 


IRELAND. 


S hy propofitions for regulating the commer- 
cial intercourfe between Great-Britain and 
Ireland have already.given no {mall alarm to the 
latter. Ina debate upon a motion of adjourn- 
ment in the Irifh parliament, on Monday the 
13th of June, Mr Forbes and Mr. Gratran both 
declared for the adjournment, in order to give 
time for the final difcutfion of the fubjec&t. Mr. 
Grattan, on this occafion, faid, “ the twenty 
refolutions that have pafled the Britith Houfe of 

3N2 Commons 
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Commons are fubverfive of the rights of the 
arliament of Ireland.’’- —-Mr. Forbes added, 
that ** they involved the moft important quef- 
tions relative to. the commerce and conftitution 
of Ireland, which had ever been debated in an 
Irifh parliament; they involved a queftion of no 
lefs importance, than the very exiltence of the 
Irith parliament, as an independent legiilature, 
and challenged Mr. Orde and the Treafury bench 
to defend them.’--——Mr: Brown, of ‘Irinity- 
college, termed them ‘¢ iJlufive and pernicious.”’ 
— —Mr. Corry faid they were ** moit detetta- 
ble, and mot deftructive to the commerce and 
conttitution of Ireland.’”’—Mr. Grattan repeated 
his idea of them. -Mr. Griffith faid, ** the 
twent? propofitions are deflructive to the na- 
tion’s rights.” On a divifion the motion for 
the adjournment was carried, andthe Houte ac- 
cordingly adjourned to Thurfday the agth. 

At prefent all accounts agree that a trong op- 
pofition will be made in the Houfe of Commons 
to the refolutions in their amended ftate, feveral 
members having declared their intention of 
fightiag every inch of ground, among them Mr. 








Grattan, though fuppofed to be friendly to the 
prefent adminittration, has neverthelefs expreffed 
his diffatisfaction. This untoward circumttance 
will probably caufe fuch delay that it is poffible 
the propofitions will not pats into a law durmg 
the prefent feffion, the fummer being already fo 
far advanced, ,and the members of parliament in 
both kingdoms become very impatient to retire. 





WEST-INDIES. 


O accounts have as yet been received of 
actual hoftilities on the Mufquito fhore ; 
nor has any thing tranfpired with regard to 
what iteps our miniftry mean to take on this 
occafion. If they confider themfelves as tied 
down to the letter of the laft treaty of peace, we 
apprehend that it will be difficult tor them to 
give it a conftruction favourable to the interefts 
of the Jamaica planters.» The contraband trade 
between Jamaica and the Spanifh poffeifions in 
America, is fo very lucrative, that notwith- 
ftanding feveral Englifh fhips have lately been 
feifed, many veffels are ftill conitantly employed 
in it, to the great profit of thofe concerned, and 
in fpite of the increafed number of Spanith 
guarda coftas which are employed to prevent it. 
It appears by a late Bahama paper, that an 
armed tranfport having arrived at Dominica 
with diftreffed loyalifts trom Eatt-Florida, Go- 
vernour Ord had granted a fuyply of provifions 
for their prefent fubfiftence, ana allotted lands 
for them to fettle on, part of which had been 
cleared, but abandoned for the want ot funds to 
profecute their cultivation ; and that his Excel- 
jency having recommended thefe refugees to the 
attention of the Council and Affembly, an ex- 
emption from taxes for fifteen years had been 
agreed to, likewife to furnifh tools and materials 
for tdeir building houfes on the lands granted to 
them to the amount of 1650]. currency. Go- 
vernour Ord, in his letter to Governour Tonin, 
on this occafion, mentions, that he cannot re- 
commend to thefe new fettlers the cultivation 
ot the fugar cane, as requiring too large a cayi- 
tal; that indigo docs not thrive there, and 
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they have too much wet for cotton; but thofe 
who have begun on a moderate plan with coffee 
and provifions, have in general found their ex.s 
pectation fully anfwered. 

The laft pacquet has brought advice that the 
French have ceded to the Swedes the Leeward. 
I(land of St. Bartholomew, and that the latter 
has declared the fame to be a free port; in con- 
fequence of which they expected it would very 
foon rival both St. Euitatius and St. Thomas’s, 
being much more conveniently fituated, and 
having a better harbour than either of the others. 


——=- Sw 


EAST-INDIES. 


6 bas moft material news from this country 
is the arrival of Mr, Haftings. He lete 
Bengal on the oth of February, and arrived at 
Plymouth on the 14th curt. No man’s public 
conduct has ever been the fubject of higher eu- 
logium or more pointed animadverfion. The 
accufers and the accufed may now be confronted ; 
and although we do-not expect ever to fee a go- 
vernour-general of India brought to jutftice, 
however atrocious his mifcondu€&t may have been, 
we think it incumbent on his enemies to main- 
tain the ground they have fo long occupied, and 
on him not to fhrink from enquiry, or tkulk 
behind the broad fhield of minifterial influence. 

The cargoes arrived on account of the Eaft- 
India Company this year, and thofe now on 
the feas, and daily expected to arrive, are valued 
at upwards of eight millions of pounds fterling. | 

On a calculation, lately made, it appears, 
that the feveral powers of Europe employ in the 
trade to the Oriental continent, about 160 fail 
of fhips, carrying from 14,000 to 15,000 fea- 
men. Of thefe fixty-five thips, or thereabouts, 
return to Europe from India annually. The 
Britifh Company employ fifty-four fhips, and, 
about fixteen return each years The Dutch 
Company about forty thips, of which thirteen 
return annually. The Danes eleven, of which 
five return. The Swedes eleven, of which four 
return. The Portugiiefe eight, of which four 
returns The Imperial Company feven, of which 
three or four return. Pruifia five, of which two 
have returned. The Italian powers twelve, of 
which five return. “Spain return two every year, 
and France fince the peace fourteen, of which’ 
feven havereturned. The Americans have had 
one fhip arrived at New-York fince their indes 
pendence.———This is a pretty accurate ftate of 
the European commerce to India. 








AMERICA. 
Charles-Town, March 24. 


e Affembly breaks up this day. The 
Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives did 
not draw well together this feflion. ‘The latter 
was remarked for its moderation; and it would 
be injuftice not to add, that they fcouted every 
idea of fufpending the operation of law in cafes 
of debt, of making indents a legal tender, or of 
emitting more paper money. 

New-York, April 5. The week previous to 
the laft, the fenate of this place, by a majority 
of two votes only, rejected the bill for granting 
the impoft agrecable to the recommendation o 
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Congrefs, although the fame had been acceded 
to, as we are informed,’ by eleven ftates of the 
union. An event, fo extraordinary and unex- 
pected, has occafioned the moft alarming appre- 
henfions, not only among the public creditors, 
but in the minds of thofe who are difinterefted 
friends to the independence and national honour 
of this country. In confequence of a public no- 
tification, a very numerous and refpectable 
meeting was held at the coffee-houfe laft Thurf- 
day evening, to confult about the meafures pro- 
per to be adopted at fo interefting a crifis, when 
it was unanimoufly agreed to, that thirteen gen- 
tlemen fhould be chofen as a committee to pre- 

are a remonitrance to the legiflature upon the 
Fibjetts and alfo an addrefs to the inhabitants 
of the other counties of the ftate, inviting them 
to unite in fuch meafures as fhall appear moit 
proper and effectual to recover and eitablith the 
public faith and credit; to obtain juitice to the 
numerous diftrefled citizens in every part of the 
ftate, who have fo liberally furnifhed the public 
with their money, property, and fervices, in 
times of the greateit hazard and danger, and by 
means of whofe patriotic exertions, government 
has been enabled to maintain a long and expen- 
five war, which has terminated in the inde- 
pendency of the United States. 

Bofton, April 18. Friday laft, about five 
o’clock, P. M. the merchants, traders, and 
many other gentlemen of the town met at Col. 
Mariton’s long room, to confider what difcou- 
ragement fhould be given to the Britith factors 
who were refiding here, and monopolizing to 
themfelves the benefit of commerce, when they 
unanimoufly came to the following refolution, 
VIZ. 

«¢ Whereas. no commercial treaty is at prefent 
eftablifhed between thefe United States and 
Great-Britain; and whereas certain Britifh mer- 
chants, factors, and agents from England, are 
now refiding in this town, who have received 
large quantities of Englifh goods, and are in ex- 
pectation of receiving further fupplies, imported 
ta Britith bottoms, or otherwile, greatly to the 
hinderance of freight in all American veffels; 
and as many more fuch perfons are daily expect- 
ed to arrive among us, which threatens an en- 
tire monopoly of all Britifh importations in the 
hands .of ail {uch merchants, agents, or factors, 
which cannot but operate to the eifential preju- 
dice of the inteveits of this country.’’ 

Thereiove to prevent, as far as poffible, the 
evil teadency of fuch perfons continuing amo 
them (excepting thofe of them who {hail be ap- 
probated by the felect men) and to difcourage 
the fale of their merchandife, they agreed to 
feveral votes not to purchafe any goods for the 
future of any Brith merchants, faétors, &c. 
and to recommend it to Congreis to make laws 
for that purpofe. 





FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


AR between the Emperovr and the 

Dutch feems every day lefs probable. 
At prefent nothing but peace is talked of, but 
on terms that cannot fail to be mortifying tothe 
latter. The negociation appears to be entirel 
in the hands of the French miniiter, whe wiil 
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not conciliate matters without an eye to his 
maiter’s intereit. The republic is now actually 
reaping the fruits of that eager and faithlefs avie 
dity for gain, which has always inclined it to 
purfue what appeared to be immediately for ite 
own advantage without the leaft regard for its 
ancient allies, or confideration for its future 
fafety. 

Tranflation of a letter from the Comte de Merci, 
the Imperial ambajfadour at Paris, to thé 
Count de Vergennes, the French minifier for 
foreign affairs. 

My Lord, Paris, May 30, 178s. 
I have received the letter with which your 

Excellency this day honoured me, and in which 

you have been pleafed tocommunicate to me the 

fubject of the conference you yefterday had with 
the ambaffladours of Holland. If the States 

General mean by marks of hoftility any aCtual 

aggreffion, the Emperour has given a pofitive 

declaration, that none fhall be made by him 
during the courfe of the negociations now begun ; 
but his Majefty did not nor could not mean by 
that to reftrict himfelf from taking meafures 
purely preparatory, and which cannot take effe& 
except only in cafe the negociations, the bafis 
of which is known, and has been made public, 
fhould be entirely broken off. I hope that your 

Excellency will find this explanation to be en- 

tirely conformable to what the Emperour wrote 

to the King on this fubject, in the y oe manner 
as they correfpond with the contents of the note 
the ambafladours of Holland remitted to you 

March 25, and which you were pleafed to tranf- 

mit to me April 2. I therefore entreat your 

Excellency to renew with this limitation to the 

Dutch ambaffadours the affurance they appeat 

to defire. It is a difagreeable circumftance, 

that confidering the precife manner in which the 

Emperour has explained himfelf, and which 

certainly deferved full relief, any doubt fhould 

have been entertained concerning it by the 

States-General, and that their High Mighti- 

neffes fhould thus have fuffered themfelves to be 

induced to retard fo long the performance of the 
preliminary condition, to which themfelves had 
confented, viz. fending their deputies to Vien- 
na. I cannot avoid renewing to your Excellency 
the moft preffing inttances, that, by your repre- 
fentations, an end may be put to thofe delays, 
and that I may be enabled to renew with the 

Dutch ambaffadours the conferences which have 

been interrupted by the conduct of their fove- 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Merci D’AxcenTeav. 
Rome, April6. The draining of the Pontine 

Marfhes, for which the Pope has affigned confi- 

derable fums, is continued with fteadfaftnefs, 

and begins to be attended with fuccefs. The 

Appian Way has been diftovered, which for fe- 

veral ages has lain buried under the waters, and 

covered with rufhes and herbage. This great 
work will do honour to the prefent pontificate. 

Several Emperours,and three Pontiffs in fucceffion, 

had attempted it without being able to terminate 

it. The Way, however, is now repaired, and 
lengthened in fuch a manner, as to facilitate 
commerce, and ferve at the fame time as an or- 

Mament to the province. His Hfolinefs has 

erected convenient houfes ther, and given +m 
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ders that the courfe of the poft fhall be in fu- 
ture by way of the Mountain, to begin on the 
3gth of next month. 

Vienna, April 20. An ordonnance has been 
publifhed by his Majeity a confifting of 
twelve articles, by which his Majeity withes to 
extend liberty more and more to all his fubjects, 
by the general fuppreffion of the laws of fervitude 
in his dominions, and grants to every perion, 
who withes to pafs from one part of his itates to 
another, as into Bohemia, Auitria, Gallicia, 
even the Auftrian Netherlands, Lombardy, Tul- 
cany, &c. the permitlion to change their habi- 
tations without being obliged to pay any tum 
whatever for the moveables they take with them, 
on any pretence whatever. 

The Emperour has lately publifhed a law, 
which it would be worthy of the wifdom of the 
Britith legiflature to adopt: it declares, that in 
future no clergyman fhall hold two benefices to 
which cure of fouls is annexed, becaufe it is im- 
poflible that they fhould duely attend to the du- 
ties of one, without neglecting the functions of 
the other; and fo itrictly is the law to be ob- 
ferved, that it is to extend even to bilhops and 
prebendaries of the Metropolitan churches, fo 
that thofe who had hitherto been permitted to 
hold feveral reCtories which were ferved by cu- 
rates, muft now refign them all but one. 

Lifoon, April 23. On Monday the rith 
init. the Count Fernan Nunes, the Spanifh am- 
baffadour at this court, made his public entry, 
in order to have his audience of her molt Faith- 
ful Majeity, the King, and the rett of the royal 
family, to demand the Portuguefe Infanta Don- 
na Marianna Victoria, to be given in marriage 
with the Infant Don Gabriel of Spain. 

The following day the contract of marriage 
was figned at the Palace of Noffla Senhora de 
Adjuda, and in the afternoon the marriage ce- 
remony was performed by the Patriarch at Lif- 
bon. At. night there were fireworks and a fe- 
renetta at court, to which the foreign minitters 
were invited. 

On Wednefday the foreign minifters were ad- 
mitted to pay their compliments to her Moft 
Faithful Maielty and the royal family, and te- 
parately to the Portuguefe Infania. ‘The even- 
ing concluded with a very {plendid entertain- 
ment given by the Spanish ambafladour, to 
which the foreign minifters and the Portuguefe 
nobility wereinvited. The city was illuminated 
each ot thefe three days. 

Avanjuex, May 2. ‘The Infanta Donna 
Charlotta fet out tor Portugal on Wednefday lait, 
the 27th ult. and ftopped the firit night at To- 
Jedo, about four leagues from this place. Her 
Highnefs is to procesd by eafly journeys, and 
will not arrive before the roth or 12th day at 
Villaviciofa, where the court of Portugal at 
prefent refides, and where the exchange of the 
two princeffes is now expected to take place, 
and not at Badajos (on the frontiers of Spain) 
as was originally intended. Her highnefs’s fuite 
exceeds 500 perfons. 

Peterfourgh, May 13. The. Emprefs has 
given orders for a new expedition, the object of 
which is to. extend the diicoveries already made 
by fome navigators of this empire, the fuccefs of 


which cannot fail to add to. geographical know- 
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ledge, and that of natural hiftory. Lieutenant. 
Colonel Bleumer, who is charged with carrying 
it into execution, will embark, with fome men 
of fcience, at the mouth of the River Anadir, 
and will fail to thofe latitudes where our na- 
vigators have difcovered in lat. 64, fome iflands 
inhabited, in an advantageous fituation, and 
where they eftablifhed a trade for fur, fome fpe- 
cimens of which have been already brought here. 
Lieut. Col. Bleumer will afterwards double the 
coait of Tfchutiki, defcend by the ftrait which 
feparates Siberia from America, and push as far 
as the 74th degree of latitude. 

Copenhagen, May 14. An edi&t has been 
publithed here, declaring the opening of the 
new navigable canal, which connects the North 
Sea with the Baltic to all the nations of Europe for 
the term of fix years. The tariffof duties to 
be paid for this patiage will appear in about a 
fortnight. 

Madrid, May 17. The ordinance relative to 
the new Eait-India Company is dated the 28th 
of lait month ; the fund of that Company is to 
be 30,000,000, of which the Caraccas Com- 
pany, which is re-united to it, is to furnith nine, - 
the King five, the Bank of Madrid three, and 
the inhabitants of the Philippine Iflands a fi- 
milar fum. The remaining 10,900,000 are to 
be divided into thares of rcoolivreseach. The 
Company will be charged with the equipment 
of the merchant thips deftined for Spanith Ame- 
rica, where they will find the merchandize ne- 
ceflary for that country; and are to receive in 
exchange piaitres, corn, and fruits, which they 
are to carry to the Philippines, where they will 
purchafe the goods of India and China. The 
King permits to all nations the free enterance 
into all the ports of the Philippines. The Com- 
pany will have there a council of adminiftration ; 
another is to be ettablifhed at Manilla, and one 
at Madrid, with which the other two are to cor- 
ref{pond. 

Berlin, May 20. ‘The interefting fpeech 
made by the Baron de Herfberg, minifter of 
ftate at the laft Affembly of the Academy, rela- 
tive to population in general, and that of the 
Pruffian eitates in particular, has been publifh- 
ed; by which it appears that he calculates the 
prefent population of the Pruffian eftates at fix 
millions of fouls; two millions of whom form 
the population of Silefia, Pruffia, and Eaft- 
Friefland. Before the acceffion of his prefent 
Majefty the eftates under the Pruffian domina- 
tion contained only two millions of inhabitants; 
the increafe of population is owing to the paters 
nal care of the King, who has ufed his utmoft 
to encourage agriculture, manufaétures, and 
commerce. 

According to authentic accounts the prefent 
population of Gothenburgh is eftimated at 
12,713 fouls, viz. 3375 men, 2552 women, 
142 old men, 380 old women, 219 boys, and 
714 girls above 15 years of age, 1625 boys and 
1447 girls under that age, 3241 domeftics of* 
both fexes, and 18 Jews. 


MARRIAGES. 
May T Lifbon, the Hon. Robert Walpole, 
10. his Britannick Maijefty’s envoy ex- 
traordinary and miniiter plenipotentiary at the 
court 
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court of Portugal, to Mifs Stert, eldeft daughter 
of Richard Stert, Efg. merchant of the fame 
lace.—26. John Hopkins, of Millbank-ftreet, 
eftminfter, fenior officer of his Majefty’s Pa- 
lace-court, aged 85, to Mrs. Mary Johnfon, 
widow lady, of Carey-ftreet, aged 90.— ‘June 2. 
Edward Knatchbull, Efg. only fon of Sir Ed- 
ward Knatchbull, Bart. of Merfham-Hatch, 
in Kent, to Mifs Frances Graham, fecond 
daughter of Governour Graham.—g. Sir James 
Graham, Bart. of Netherby, in the county of 
Cumberland, to the Right Hon. the Lady Ka- 
therine Stewart, eldeft daughter of the Earl of 
Galloway. 14. The Hon. Richard Howard, 
fecretary to her Majetty, and brother to the Earl 
of Effingham, to Mifs March, daughter of John 
March, Efq. of Worfley-Park, Huntingdonthire. 
—Lately, at Edinburgh, Sir James Nafmyth, 
Bart. to Mifs Eieanora Murray. Lieutenant- 
General Jofeph Gabbit, colonel of the 66th (or 
Berkthire) regiment of foot, to Mrs. Richmond, 
only daughter and heirefs of the late Seymour 
Richmond, Efg.—The Hon. Frederick Robin- 
fon, brother to Lord Grantham, and member 
for Rippon, ir Yorkthire, to Mifs Harris, filter 
to Sir James Harris, his Majefty’s ambafladour 
at the Hague. ; 











DEATHS. 


May A T Edinburgh, the Rev. Dr. Miles 

20. Cowper, one of the minifters of the 
epifcopal chapel of that city, reétor of Sulham- 
ftead in Berkthire, and alfo of Cowley in Glou- 
cefterthire, and formerly prefident of the College 
of New-York.—24. Mr. William Woollet, en- 
graver to his Majefty.x—Robert Alfop, Efg. al- 
derman of Bridge ward without, and father of 
the city. He ferved the office of fheriff in the 
year 1733, and on the death of Thomas Win- 
terbottom, Efq. in the year 1752, was elected 
mayor for the remaining part of the year.—25. 
In the 79th year of his age, the Right Hon. 
Francis Godolphin, Lord Godolphin, governour 
of the Scilly Iflands. He married firft in Fe- 
bruary, 1734, Barbara, daughter of William 
Earl of Portland, which lady dying without if- 
fue in 1736, he married fecondly, May 28, 
1748, Anne, daughter of John Earl Fitzwilliam, 
and dying without iffue, the title is extinct; but 
his eftate will be divided between the Marquis of 
Caermarthen and Robert Godolphin Owen, Efq. 
—26. Richard Atkinfon, Efq. member for New 
Romney, and alderman of the city, and one of 
the dire€tors of the Eatt-India Company.—29. 
Dr. Andrew Coltee Ducarel, June 6. The 
Rev. Mr. Rawes, vicar of Chedworth, Glou- 
cefterfhire.—g. The Right Hon. Earl Pomfret; 
he is fucceeded in his title by his eldeft fon, Lord 
Leominfter.—11. Aged 75, the Rev. Edward 
Baily, Dean of Ardfert, and Archdeacon of 
Dublin.—12. Aged 82, the Rev. Dr. George 
Withart, one of the miniftersof Edinburgh.— 
Lately, at Malta, in Switzerland, aged g2, 
Count Vandecope, of Belchelgen, a defcendant 
of Bohemund, Prince of Apulia, who overthrew 
the Turks in the famous battle of Nice, a Count 
of the Roman empire, and formerly phyfician 
to the Emprefs Queen of Hungary. The title 
develves to Dx. Cope, formerly of Baliol-college, 
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Oxon. At St. Helena, Lieutenant Gover- 
nour Major Henry Greme.——The Rev. John 
Calthorp, for forty years vicar of Bofton and 
Kinton, Prebendary of Liacoln, and in the 
commiffion of the peace for Holland in that 
county. 








CIVIL PROMOTIONS, 
From the Gazette 


May Caray Spenfer to be high fteward of 

28. the borough of St. Alban’s, in the 
county of Hertford.—Fune 11. The Right Hon. 
Francis Baron Ofborne (commonly called Mar- 
quis of Caermarthen) to be governour of the 
Iflands of Scilly. 18. The Earl of Uxbridge 
to be conitable or keeper of the caftle of Caernar- 
von, ranger of the foreft of Snowdon, and ftew- 
ard of all his Majefty’s lordihips, manors, lands, 
and tenements, belonging to the late diffolved 
monaitery of Bardfey, in the county of Caer- 
narvon. 





From the other Papers. 


Thomas Skinner, Efq. chofen alderman of 
Queenhithe ward; William Curtis, Efq. alder- 
man of Tower ward; and Benjamin Hammett, 
Efg. alderman of Portfoken ward.—John Hail, 
Efg. to be hiftorical engraver to his Majefty. 





ECCLESIASTICAL PREFERMENTS. 


PRESENTATIONS. 


yes Rev. Thomas Parker, jun. A. M. to 
the vicarage of Churcham, with the cha- 
pel of Bulley annexed. The Rev. Mr. Jones, 
A. M. admitted a minor canon of Gloucefter ca- 
thedral, on the refignation of the Rev. James 
Edwards, B. D.—The Rev. Sackville Auften 
to the rectory of Weit Wickham, in Kent, to- 
gether with the rectory of Horited Caines. 
The Rev. Thomas Harvey, LL. B. to the reéto- 
ry ot Cowden, on the prefentation of Mrs. Har- 
vey.—The Rev. William Frederick Browne, 
A. M. rector of Launton, in Oxfordfhire, to 
the prebend of Wanitrow, in the cathedral 
church of Wells. The Rev. Thomas King, 
B. D. to the vicarage of Great Kimble, and the 
rectory of Great Hampden, in the county of 
Bucks.—The Rev. Charles Tahourdin to the 
rectory of Cornwell, in Oxfordthire. 


DISPENSATIONS, 


THE Rev. James Wiggeth, to hoid the rec- 
tory of Crudewell, in the county of Wilts; to- 
gether with the vicarage of Hackerton, in the 
fame county. —The Rev. Edward Townfend, 
to hold the reétory of Henley-upon-Thames, 
together with the vicarage of Stukeley; in the 
county of Bucks. —The Rev. Thomas Booth, to 
hold the vicarage of Frifkney, in the county of 
Lincoln, together with the rectory of Hellow, 
otherwife Bellow, with Aby, in the fame coun- 
ty.-——-The Rev. Thomas Watfon, A. M. chap- 
lain to Lord Montiort, to hold the reCtory of 
North Cheriton, with the rectory of Maperton, 
in the county of Somerigt and diocefe of Bath 


and Wells. 
BANKRUPTS. 
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BANEKRUPTS. 

May ILLIAM Greatrex, of Bitham, in 
21. Berks, timber-merchant. — John 
Robrahm, of Bifhop Wearmouth, in the county 
of Durham, raft-merchant.—William Brumby, 
of Chapel Milton, in Derbythire, dealer.—John 
Daniel Frederick Rueto, late of Liverpool, mer- 
chant.—Thomas Shittlewood, late of Newark- 
upon-Trent, in Nottingham, wharfinger.— — 
‘Thomas Wright, of Field Burcot, in Northamp- 
tonfhire, money-fcrivener.—24. James Evans, 
of Cleobury Mortimer, in Salop, builder.—— 
‘Thomas Shayle, of Much Marcie, in Hereford- 
fhire, dealer.—Edward Young, of Briftol, corn- 
factor. 28. Thomas Green, of Iflington 
Back Road, St. James, Clerkenwell, fmith, 
wheelwright, and dealer in coals:—John Cop- 
Jand, late of St. Martin’s-lane, St. Martin in 
the Fields, wine and brandy merchant.—Henry 
Tafh and William Roebuck, of Oxford, fhop- 
keepers and partners.—William Stone, late of 
St. Catherine’s, in the liberty of the Tower of 
London, grocer.—John Allingham, late of Hol- 
bourn, in St. Giles’s, fadler.—Edward Brine, 
of Portfmouth, in Hants, brafier. William 
Lewis, late of New Sarum, in Wilts, watch- 
maker.—James Bourne, Robert Lancafter, and 
David Davis, of Lancatter, merchants and co- 

artners.— Thomas Hawes, of Ixworth, in Suf- 

ik, grocer, draper, and tallow-chandler.—— 
31. William Bridge, of Tewkefbury, in Glou- 
cefterfhire, currier.—Ralph Gee and Richard 
Amphlett, of Birmingham, buckle-makers, 
platers, and copartners. John Golding, of 
Eaft-ftreet, Red-Lion-fquare, tailor. David 
Taylor, of Lamb’s Conduit-ftreet, Red-Lion- 
fquare, merchant (partner with William Smyth 
and Thomas Thompfon, of Madeira, under the 
ftile and firm of Smyth, Taylor, and Co.) 
Thomas Leaman, late of Exeter, draper.—Ro- 
bert Pearce, of Lower Eaft-Smithfield, rope- 
merc ag ee 4- Thomas Walthaw, of Pon- 
tefrad, in Yorkfhire, miller—Thomas Fran- 
cis, late of Alverftoke, in Hants, feedfman.— 
Francis Simpfon, late of Whitwell, in York- 
Shire, butter-factor. George Grove, late of 
Aldingbourne, in Suffex, fhopkeeper. Peter 
Cook, late of Broad-ftreet, St. Giles’s, leather- 
feller.— John Smith, of Thumbly, in Oxford- 
fhire, dealer—Michael Craufaz, late of Old 
Comptun-ftreet, St. Anne, Soho, tobacconift.— 


- 


7- John Horfefall, the younger, of Manchefter, 


errr 
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merchant.—Jehn Evans, of Liverpool, merchant 
and vi€tualler.—Thomas Hirft, of Norwich, 
linen-draper. Heory Mear, of Birmingham, 
refiner.—John Atkinfon, of St. Martin’s-{treet, 
Leicefter- Fields, coal-merchant. 11 Joha 
Wyatt, of Oxford, bargemafter.—Henry Fofter, 
late of Liverpool, brafier.—Robert Landor, of 
Liverpool, iron-merchant.—John King, of St. 
Neot’s, in Huntingdonfhire, draper and grocer. 
—Mofes Geddings, John Twitt, and John Ga- 
ze}, all late of Blackman-ftreet, Southwark, 
dealers and copartners. Michael Bothomley, 
late of Old-ftreet, St. Luke, but now of Gravel. 
lane, in Chrift-Church, Surrey, warehoufeman. 
—William Allen, of the Stand, St. Clement 
Danes, goldfmith and buckiemaker.—14. Ri 

chard Ley, of the parifh of Highweek, in De- 
vonfhire, tanner.—Auguttine Poftle, of Foul 
fham, in Norfolk, grocer. Edward Pict, of 
Wellington, in Somerfethhire, woolftapler. 
Thomas Barnes, of Fleet-ftreet, London, fta- 
tioner.—Robert Clark and Andrew Clark, both 
now or late of Blackburn, in Lancafhire, linen- 
drapers and copartners.—Jofeph Warburton and 
Matthew Randall, of Coleman-ftreet, London, 
merchants and copartners.— John Meggs, late of 
Tottenham-Court-Road, St. Pancras, broker 
and upholfterer —18. Richard Leggatt, late of 
Penton-Mewfey, in Hants, wool-ttapler. 
Stanton Collins, of Wartling, in Suflex, malt- 
fter.—Robert Johnfton, of Tower-hill, London, 
merchant.—John Tyfoe Reade, of Waltham. 
ftow, in Effex, but formerly of London, banker. 
—Thomas Allingham, of Lawrence-Pountney- 
Jane, London, merchant. Elifabeth Brown, 























‘ late of Portfea, near Portfmouth, in Hants, wi- 





dow, brewer. 23. Peter Herbert, of Cow- 
ley, in Gloucefterfhire, dealer—Thomas Evans, 
of John-ftreet, in the Minories, London, mo- 
ney-fcrivener. Mary Jane, of Chepftow, in 
Monmouthhhire, fhopkeeper.—25. George Chap- 
man, of Loughborough, Leicefterfhire, linen- 
draper.— Thomas Cowper, late of Dufton, Weft- 
moreland, dealer and chapman.— Jonathan May, 
of Brook-ftreet, Hanover-fquare, taylor.—Ho- 
ratio Kime, of Milford-lane, Strand, coal-mer- 
chant.—James Niven and Arthur Gibbons, late 
of Mahon, in the ifland of Minorca, but now 
of Abchurch-yard, merchants.—William Hum- 
phreys, of Rumfox, Effex, broker, appraifer, 
and auctioneer.—— Charles Sladen, of Briftol, 
blockmaker. 











Poktlcipt. 


E take the earlicft opportunity of laying 
before our readers the beft information 
that we have as yet been able to colle& concern- 
ing the unfortunate experiment of M. Pilatre du 
Rozier and M. Romain, the firft victims to the 
{cience of aeroftation : 
Extra of a letter fiom a gentleman of Boulogne 
to Mr. Fe&or, at Dover, dated “Fune 15- 
** As you will naturally be curious to know 
the particulars of the unhappy fate of our two 


aeronauts, who perifhed this morning, you may 
depend on the following, of which I was an 
eye-witnefs : 

** At a quarter paft feven they afcended, 
and for the firft twenty minutes appeared to take 
the beft poffible direftion; when, for a few fe- 
conds, they appeared ftationary; then took a 
dire€tion to the left, towards Portee; then a 
contrary direction; and at about three quarters 
of a mule’s height the whole was in flames, from 


the 


towa! 
by t 
retur 
above 
been 
fitual 
to wl 


ment 
diftin 
trult 
will 1 
M. 
victir 
impre 





XUM 


u may 
fas an 


ended, 
to take 
few fe- 
took a 
then a 
uarters 
5, from 


the 





1785. POSTS 


the fire of the curfed Montgolfier, and fell with 
incredible velocity on Huitmille Warren, where 
the two unfortunate adventurers were found in- 
ftantly on their fall; Pilatre with his thighs both 
broke, and a violent contufion on his breaft; he 
was dead before his defcent apparently. Romain 
had both his legs broken, and moft of his limbs 
difjointed, but breathed for fome moments, and 
uttered the exclamation—-Oh! Jefu, and in- 
ftantly expired. 

ss Excafe me, the fubject has fo affeéted me 
that Ican fay no more. There were faggots and 
ftaves all round the gallery, and the fire actually 
blew about the gallery at the moment of their 
afcenfion. The whole fcene lafted about fifty 
minutes.” 

The following particulars are communicated 
by another hand: ———“ The machine which 
afcended with M. de Rozierand his companion, 
confifted of a balloon, filled with inflammable 
air, of a fpherical form, thirty-feven feet in 
diameter; under this balloon a Montgolfier, or 
fire balloon was attached, of a cylindrical form, 
ten feet in diameter and twenty feet long—the 
gallery which fufpended thefe unfortunate aero- 
nauts, was attached to the net of the zpper bal- 
loon, by a number of cords, which were fixed to 
a hoop of a diameter rather greater than the 
Montgoltier; from this hoop the cords defcended 
in perpendicular lines to the wicker gallery, 
which fupported them and the ballaft, confiiting 
of bruth-wood, faggots, and ftaves of caiks; 
within thefe perpendicular cords the Mont- 
golfer was placed; it formed a moveable curtain, 
compofed of a very light filk, lined with what is 
commonly termed f/ver paper. This kind of 
ballatt was felected for the purpofe of fupporting 
the afcenfion as long as poilible, by burning a 
{mall quantity at a time, to expel part of the 
atmofpheric air from the air balloon, and by 
that means to gain levity, which was increafed 
or diminifhed by raifing or lowering the curtain. 
The greateft levity they were capable of obtain- 
ing, by this ingenious contrivance, which was 
M. Rozier’s invention, was equal to fixty pounds. 

‘© We have great reafon to believe, that the 


caufe of the melancholy accident which hap- 


pened to thefe gentlemen, was owing to the 
lower part of the fire balloon being preffed in 
towards the flames, by a current of air difplaced 
by the afcenfion of the upper balloon, which 
returning to fill up the void below, produced the 
above effect, and which would probably have 
been prevented, if the Montgolfier had been’ 
fituated on the outfide of the cylindrical cords 
to which the gallery was fufpended.”’ 

Our readers will recollect that M. Pilatre de, 
Rozier was the firlt who made the bold experi- 
ment of afcending into the air, and as he was 
diftinguifhed by an eminent love of fcience, we 
trult the following account of his fcientific life 
will not be unacceptable. 

M. Pilatre de Rozier, the firft unhappy 
victim to that fcience which he had fo much 
improved, was about thirty years of age, of a 
good family, and great fcientific acquirements. 
He was rather tall in his perfon, and remarkably 
well proportioned; his countenance beamed with 
that benignity, which was ratified by every ation 
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of his life; he feemed exempt from the little 
envy which fo univerfally predominated in the 
human breaft; but he was not void of that am- 
bition which is inherent in us all; it was, how- 
ever, directed to the nobleft views, to the fteep 
and rugged afcent of fcience, to the advantage 
and inttruction of his fellow-creatures. This is 
not the adulatory tribute of a bigotted admirer, 
but the juft eulogy of a difinterefted friend, who 
had fome opportunity of knowing the fource of 
his actions. 

M. De Rozier evinced a very early attach- 
ment to philofophical purfuits, and contributed 
confiderably to that excellent periodical publi- 
cation * Rozier’s Jourial,’’ which was con- 
ducted by an Abbe of that name, a diftant re- 
lation. His abilities as a phyfician cr natural 
philofopher, had been jong known and admised 5 
but the moft brilliant part of his career was 
referved till that period when Mefirs. De Mont- 
golfier made the aftonifhing difcovery of elevating 
heavy bodies into the atmofphere, by rarifying 
the external air, and inclofing it in an exve/ope 
of fufficient capacity. 

The firit machine that afcended with human 
beings into the hitherto unexplored regions of 
air, was fent up under the direction of M. Pi- 
latre de Rozier; the zeal of the Duchefs de 
Polignac, the governefs to the royal offspring of 
France, had no fmall fhare in the inititution of 
this celebrated experiment. 

On the 21ftot November, 1783, at fifty-four 
minutes pait one, this unfortunate gentleman 
and the Marquis D’Arlandes, afcended in a 
fire-balloon from the Chateau de la Muette at 
Paris. When the machine had attained the 
heighth of about 250 feet, the intrepid voyagers 
waved their hats to the fpectators, who were 
agitated with the mingled fenfation of fear and 
aitoniihment. The aerial navigators were foon 
out ef fight, but the machine icfelf floating ho- 
rizontally, and difplaying a moit beautitul ap- 
pearance, afcended to the height of three 
thoufand feet, and ftill remained vifible; it was 
watted over the Seine, near the gate of /a Con- 

ference, and paffing between the Ecole Militaire 

and the Motel des Invalides, was clearly diitin- 
guifhed by the whole city of Paris. After 
having been in the air for twenty-five minutes, 
they defcended near the mill of Croulebarée, in 
the vicinity of the new Boulevard, in thort, 
without having experienced the leait inconve- 
nience, and having yet in the gallery two 
thirds of their fuel, fo that without any 
dithculty they might have made a journey of 
three times the extent. The machine in which 
this voyage was made was feveaty feet in height 
by torty-fix in diameter; it contained fixty 
thoufand cubic feet of air, and was capable of 
elevating fixteen or feventcen hundred weight. 

M. de Rozier’s next afcent was from Lyons, 
in the enormous machine, conftructed by the 
elder M, Montgolfier; its two furiaces were 
compofed of cloth, with three layers ot paper 
between them; it was one hundred and thirty- 
fix feet in height, by one hundred and ten in 
diameter, and was called the Fleflelies, in com- 
pliment to the Intendant of thatcity. The 19th 
of January, 1784, was the day appointed for its 

3 0 alcenfion, 
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afcenfion, and it was agreed to limit the number 
of travellers to fix, although the machine had 
fufficient power to elevate eight thoufand pounds, 
including its own weight, but as from its amazing 
fize, it was neceffarily fabricated in the open air, 
and had fuffered very much from being expofed 
to froft, fhow, and rain, it was determined not 
to endanger an accident by encumbering it with 
too many paflengers, efpecially as in many parts 
it was pierced by the viciflitudes of the weather. 
Can it be believed, that under thefe circum- 
itances, a feventh perfon fhould jump into the 
gallery at the very inftant of cutting the cords; 
yet fuch was the fact; the experiment lafted 
fifty minutes, feventeen of which were occupied 
in inflating it with rarefied air; its power was 
much beyond the calculation, for it raifed 
fifteen thoufand fix hundred weight to the 
height of three thoufand one hundred and thirty- 
two feet; it contained one hundred and forty- 
five thoufand cubic feet of heated air, produced 
by the combuftion of five hundred weight of 
elderwood. M. de Rozier did not fimply afcend 
in this machine, he had fuperintended its con- 
ftruction, and exhibited confiderable {kill and 
activity in the whole procefs; the command of 
it was given to him, and the fucccefs depended 
not a little on his exertions. 

We now come to that remarkable experiment 
made at Verfailles on the 23d of June, 1784, in 
the prefence of the King of Sweden, and the 
court of France. M. Prouit accompanied M. de 
Rozier in this voyage; a perfect ftorm came on 
at the very moment of their aicenfion, but as the 
Swedifh monarch was on the eve of leaving 
France, the experiment could not be deferred. 
The balloon was inflated with rarefied air in 
eight minutes, and M. de Rozier, who was oc- 
cupied in fome arrangements on the outfide of 
the machine, was near being left behind, for the 
cords were already cut, and the Montgoltier on 
the point of rifling, when by a timely exertion he 
leaped into the gallery, and the whole apparatus 
afcended in a beautiful and majeftic manner. 
The wind blowing with great violence, the 
balloon was carried along with incredible rapi- 
dity, and after a voyage of forty-feven minutes, 
defcended in the domains of the Prince de 
Conde, about forty-nine miles from the place of 
its departure. The prince entertained them 
wich the greateft elegance, and after fupper pre- 
fented a plan of his eftate, in which the parti- 
cular {pot where they had defcended was marked 
Place de Roxier. 

M. de Rozier having been fo peculiarly fuc- 
cefstul in all his experiments, drew upon him the 
particular attention of the King: he was de- 
fi ous: oi being the firft to crofs the ocean, as he 
had been the firft to afcend; his with was no 
jooner fuggeited, than the Comptroller-General 
was ord.red to difburfe the money neceffary for 
the conitruction of fuch a machine as M. de 
Rozier defired, and the whole management of 
it was left to him with the greateft liberality. 


This tailoon was conftructed by two brothers 
of the name of Remain, who undertook the fa- 
brication of it on condition of accompanying him 


acrols the channel., The event of that experi- 
meat we will not repeat, it isa fubject too me- 
laucholy to dwell upon. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


June 


When Blanchard made his memorable voyage 
from Dover Caftle into France, the honour of 
being the firft aerial mariner was thus antici- 
pated, and M. de Rozier withed to abandon the 
experiment. He accompanied his fuccefsful rival 
to Paris, introduced him to the moft refpectable 
and exalted characters, and deported himfelf 
towards him, not with the narrow jealoufy of an 
envious mind, but with the fincerity and zeal of 
an admiring friend. M. de Rozier, on his ar- 
rival at Paris, waited on M. de Calonne, the 
Comptroller-General, to afk his opinion with 
7 to the purfuit of the projected experiment. 
—That gentleman detired him to ufe his own 
difcretion, but requcfted him to recollect that 
government had been at a confiderabie expence 
on account of it. ‘This, to a man of M. de 
Rozier’s honourable fen{ations wasacommand,he 
again returned to Boulogne, and after waiting tor 
a favourable opportunity to accomplith his purpofe, 
met with that terrible cataftrophe which tnatched 
from fcience one of its brighteit ornaments. 

Mr. de Rozier was ea Chef, or principal of 
a modern eftablifhment at Paris, called Le 
Premier Mufee, founded under the aufpices of 
Monfieur, the King’s eldeft brother; this Mu- 
fuem was inftituted on a plan fomething fimilar 
to our Grefham Coilege, on its original founda- 
tion, but was much more exteniive in its viewse 
The different European languages were taught in 
this feminary, and lectures delivered on every 
branch of fcience by the moft eminent profeffors. 

After his paffage into this country he was to 
have been married to an Englith iady of a re- 
{pectable family, and propofed to refide here for 
three months every year. The poignancy of her 
dittrefs muft be fevere indeed, for he was en- 
dowed with thofe focial and endearing qualities, 
which as they made him a valuable member of 
fociety in general, would have rendered the con- 
nubial ftate particularly happy. 

When this enterprizing genius returned to 
Verfailles from his aerial expedition on the 24th 
of June 1784, he received the higheft compli- 
ments from the court and nobility of France. 
The Comte d’Artois defired he would place a 
balloon upon his arms for a creit, and prefented 
him with 100 louis d’ors) The Duke de 
Chartres made him a prefent of the fame fum, 
and requefted De Rozier would fuffer him to add 
a motto to the Comte’s creft; which the balloonitt 
readily acquiefcing in, the Duke repeated the 
following appofite fentence from Horace : 

Udam 
Spernit humum, fugiente penna! 

M. Rofier took his fiight trom Boulogne fur 
Mer on the 15th inft. at ten minutes pait feven 
in the morning, and in addition to the above, 
we are enabled to add, that the balloon was 
133 feet in diameter, made of a kind of taffeta, 
of agreen ground, on which weve painted the 
figures of admiration and ambition, holding a 
medallion, on which were thefe words, Co- 
LONNE DE L°ART ET DE L’INDUSTRIE- 
Underneath, on a kind of wave, was infcribed 
the names of the two adventurers, vize Monf, 
Pilatre de Rozier, and Mon. Romaine. 

The balloon was covered by a net with differ- 
ent cords, faftened toa kind of wicker bafket 
that held a {mall iron pot ful! of fome combutti- 
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1785. 
bles, which were fet fire to on their departure ; 
this was called the Montgolfier. From this 
hung a green filk curtain, underneath which, 
fattened in the fame manner, was hung the gale 
lery in which the aerial travellers were. This 
was alfo made of wicker, covered with a kind 
of filk painted with different devices (for the 
cords Of the gallery were tied) the French and 
Englifh colours, which were trimmed round 
with a feat gold fringe. In the gallery were 
bladders, cork jackets, {mall faggots, ftraw, gin- 
gerbread cakes, brandy, &c. &c. 

The following account, different in fome re- 
fpects from the former, is extracted from a let- 
ter written by an eye witnefs, a few hours after 
the fatal accident happened : 

«* Influenced by the painful fenfation I now 
experience, my trembling hand can hardly find 
ttrength enough to pen down the particulars of 
an accident which hath filled every breaft with 
horror and difmay. 

‘¢ For three or four days paft the wind had 
unfortunately proved favourable, I fay unfortu- 
nately, as M. Pilatre de Rozier was the more 
confirmed in the refolution of fulfilling his im- 
prudent promife, which the bitternefs of farcafm 
and the reflections caft on his want of courage 
too forcibly provoked him to attempt. At 
Jaft, the balloon was one third filled up, when 
the mariners, appointed to pronounce on 
the ftate of the wind, declared it was unfavour- 
able. The proceedings were deferred till mid- 
night, when the wind blowing rather frefh from 
the fouth-eaft, fine weather, and a clear fky, 
feemed to announce the fineft morn. 

*¢ Though the balloon was inconteftibly the 
largeft ever made with gummed luftring, yet by 
the ingenious contrivance of its owner, it was 
completely ready in lefs than, four hours. At 
feven this morning the fignal of two guns being 
fired, announced the long expected departure. 
The adventurers, with moft placid countenances, 
were feated in the car, and rofe majeftically in 
the fight of a numerous concourfe of people, 
whofe very features were expreffive of joy, not 
divefted of anxious folicitude. The machine 
was foon defcried to hover over the fea, but in 
the fpace of lefs than twenty minutes, it was 
obferved by a retrograde motion to make back for 
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the land; all eyes were fixed on ths grand {pec- 
tacle, when on a fudden a thick cloud of fmoke 
was obferved to iffue from the upper part of the 
balloon; the latter buriting inftantly, the other 
parts of the apparatus were obferved to fall to- 
wards the earth with the utmoit velocity. It 
would be impotlible for me to defcribe the fuc- 
ceflive emotions of pity and horror that diftort- 
ed, as it were, the es Roa of every one prefents 
fuffice it to fay, that a peafant who ftood on the 
fpot where the dreadful fall was effected, tells 
us that he witneffed the laft groan of the two 
ill-fated aeronauts. I myfelf went to the place 
within a little more than a mile and a half from 
this town, oppofite to the tower of Croui, near 
the fea, and was there informed of the lament- 
” end of the two men, who deferved a bettez 
ate.’’ 





On the 23d inft. Mr. Decker afcended a fe- 
cond time in his balloon from Quantrell’s Gar- 
dens in Norwich. In this voyage it was in- 
tended that Mifs Weller fhould accompany him, 
but after a confiderable lofs of time in endea-_ 
vouring to give the aerial vehicle a fufficient 
afcenfional power, the lady had the mortifica- 
tion of a fecond difappointment. Mr. Decker 
left the garden five minutes after three o’clocky 
by his own watch, with about forty pounds of 
ballait in the car. The wind had been north 
the whole morning, varying occalionally a point 
to the eaft or the weft, and the direction the 
balloon took was over Lakenham, Armineland, 
Stoke, &c. for about fix minutes it gradually 
moved forwards and very obliquely, feeming, in 
the moft gentle manner, to glide over the fields, 
trees, and houfes underneath, and being, during | 
this time, moft diftin@ly feen by the crowds 
who filled all the neighbouring eminences, and 
who feveral times heard: Mr. Decker fpeak with 
the trumpet; when he had pafled over Laken- 
ham, he rofe more rapidly, and in alefs oblique 
direction. 

He defcended at Topcroft about twelve miles 
from Norwich, in a field belonging to Mr. Bond 
of that place; the time by his watch being ten 
minutes before four, fo that the voyage was 
performed exactly in three quarters of an hour. 








-} THE proprietors of the London Magazine beg leave to return their 








fincere and grateful thanks to the public in general, and to their readers in 
particular, for the kind and generous patronage with which, for fo long a 
courfe of years, their work has been honoured. At the fame time, they be 
leave to inform them, that rH1s NumBer will be the Last which they mean 
to publifh. ‘To ftate their motives for declining the continuation of this Ma- 
gazine is by no means neceflary.—If they have fucceeded in their endeavours 
to unite amufement with infiru¢tion, if they have in the fmalleft degree f{moothed 
the road to knowledge and fcience, they will remain fatisfied with the pleafing 
thought that their labours have acquired a reward which will beftow a more 
durable fatisfa¢tion than the fplendid triumphs of the hero, or the verdant 
laurels of the poet!—Animated with this idea, they conclade—and only add, 
Vos VALETE ET PLAUDITE, 
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